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Singer Robbo to perform at JCC|Oakland schools target of criticism

Singer-songwriter Robbo will
perform in two concerts - one
for kids and onc for adults - on
Sunday, Jan, 19 at the Jewish
Community Center in West
Bloomfield.

At 3 p.m. in the JCC D. Dan
and Betty Knhn Building,

Robbo will sing

children’s hits, including Giant
in the Closet, Don't Share My
Toys and Blow My Nose.

His adult concert, at 7 p.m.,
will include Yiddish classic

son,

A foemer school teaches,

Robbo has been teaching musie
at schools and camps since he
was a youngster.

Tickets are $5 for JCC mem-
bers for each concert and $8 for
non-members.

For more information call
(2:4R) 492-5577.

his greatest

CLARIFICATION

A story in Sundays paper about floy Scout
Ryan Killing stould have stated he has not yet
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received his Eagle badge, but did complete his
Engle badge project,

Farmington Family YMCA
28100 Farmington Rd.

$50 Farmer Jack Gift Certificate
with New Adult of Family Membership

OPEN HOUSE-FARMINGTON FAMILY YMCA

(28100 Farmington Rd., Farmin:

(248) 553-

ilon Hills, Ml 48334)

Saturday & Sunday ¢ January 11 & 12, 2003
FacnlllyTours . Free Hefreshmems . Free Family Swim (12-2 p.m.)

nly * B

-3 pam.

Free glﬂ with every tour

| AUaited Way Agency

We bul
strong

)

strong communities

lld strong kids,
famllles

138

Financial nsslatance holps cnsurc overyons bolongs at the YMCA

AN 4
fNluy any
< >LYBEX-
Treadmill or
€lliptical
maching ond °
gat o FREE
.cxcreize bike.
(e vl a1 $ADQ)

Exercise is essential for every diet or plan to jose
weight. Exercise roams are a basic component of
today's homes and offices. Fitness Things has lhe
products and experience to help you achieve that -~
health club feel in the comfart of your home or office.
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‘The Qakland County
Intermediate Scheol District con-
tinued to endure a firestorm of
criticism Tuesday, even asit
released the findings of an inter-
nal investigation that found no
evidence to support charges of
criminal wrongdoing.

At specinl public mecting,
Onkland Schools officlals provid-
od coples of a several-hundred-

books and seeh.ng counsel from  another unnecessary layer of

the Mich; of b 7 he said.

Education. Whnﬂ also told board He wasn't the only one criticiz-
members they should review sev-  ing the five-member

eral busipess procedures, includ-  on Tuesday, Oakland County

ing how the district swardscon-  Republieans proposed board
tracts. Board President Helen members be elected, rather than
Prutow said the board will defi-  appointed asthey are naw, a

nitcly act on Whall's recommen-
dations, some as carly as the next
regular bonrd meeting, scheduled
for Jan. 14,
Redmond, who sald he hins
'[clt n;in-nl deal of paln®
the igation, was

pAge repoet comp by the
Whall Group, an Auburn Hills-
based sccounting firm hired In
June after several schools
employces avrused the district of
using money from a 2001 special
education millage to pay fora
new 829 million administration
building. The Whall Group slso
investigated the relationship
Superintendent James Redmond
and Assistant Superintendent
Jan Van Dam have with The
MINDS Institute, a nonprofit
technology firm, and severa!
companies connected with it
Redmend is the also the chair-
man of MINDS.

Thaugh the Whall Group
found no evidence of wrongdoing
or any conflicts of interest, presi-
dent Chris Whall made several
recommendations to the Oakland
Schools Board of Edueation,
including hiring &n independent
auditor to go over the district’s

not mrpnsed bry the findingy of
the report. e defended both the
district’s relationship with
MINDS and the need for a new
building.

“I believe, as 1 always have, that
our actions were always in the
best interest of the children,” he
said. The Whall Report did noth-
ing to calm some of the district’s
harshest eritics, many of whom
showed up at the speclal meet-
ing. where many requested both
Redmond and board membera to
submit resignations. Bill
McMaster, state chairman of
Taxpayers United, said the voters
of Oakland County were
“defrauded” by the special educa-
tion millage, because the district
wasn't using the monty as adver-

“I'm having difficulty under-
standing who has supervision
aver this board. This board is

move they believe would force
more accountability. The party
would like to sce a nine-member
baard, with five helng clected
and the remalning four sppolnt-
ed as they are now, The favestl-
fation may also proved to be &
distraction for some of the coun-
ty's 28 school districts, to which
Oakland Schools provides sup-

port.

“Its toa early to tell” said
Farmington Public Schouls
Superintendent Bob Maxfield,

Hoard member Frank Reid
and Maxfield attended Tucsday’s
meeting. Maxield said he was
glad the allegations of crimlinal
wrongdoing were found to be
groundless, but zald he wasn't
willing to pmjudfmcnt on the
ethical {ssues Involved. He
ngreed with other Oakland
County school officials that
Oakland Schools needs to get on
with the recommendations, as
well as improving management
and communications. Maxfield

expressed continued su;:roﬂ for
Rcdmond and feels he'sdone a
1ot of good for Oakland Schools.
Satt writer Sue Bock contriduted 10 thes stoey.

Owner ticketed after unieashed dog bites woman

A 26-year-old woman walking
adog in the Gateway apart-
ments reported being bit on the
hand by another dog that was
unleashed In the neighborhood
around 11:40 am. Saturday. The
dog's owner was ticketed for
having i loose dog and for hav-
ing it bite another person.

Drunken driving

Palice pulled over a vehicle
along 1-696 and Orchard Lake
around 2:48 a.m, Saturday for
runhing a red light, The driver, n
32-year-old Howel man,
refissed a breath test and was
arrested. Police pulled overa
vehicle along Grand River and
Eight Mile around 9:56 p.m.
Sunday for weaving. The driver,
& 56-year-old Detroit man, had
an open pint of vodke in the
vehicle. He registered a .24
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bleod/aleahol level.

Break-Ins

In the 21000 block of Indian
Creek in the Indian Creek
Apartments, someotie kicked in
a door to an apartment between
Dec. 31 and Saturday. The renter
was away. Jewelry inside was
taken. Police responded ton
break-in alarn: around 10 p.m.
Saturday at RHP Properties on
Northwestern. Someone broke a
window to gain eniry and com-
puter equipment was stolen. In
the :Amoo?:lock of Lundry
Drive, & $475 snow blawer was
taken from an unsecured gnmd:u
on Saturday, At Uncle Ed
Change at 30740 12 Mile, police
responded to n break-in alarm

PRICES GOOD

around 3:15 am. Sunday. A door
was broken to gain entry. Cash
inside was taken, A former
employee is a suspect.

Drug possesslon

Police pulled over a vehicle
along 1-696 and Farmington
around 12:05 p.m. Sunday for
having front end damage that
was obscuring the driver’s
vision. The driver, a 37-year-old
Linceln Park man, had crack
cocalne in his fon,

Police pulled over a vehicle
along M-5 and Haggerty for
weaving around 5 p.m. Monday.
The passenger, a 42-year-old
Pontiac man, had hervin in his
possession.

Complled by stail writer PaulR.Paca -
from reports on lile at the Farminglon
Hills Pofice Depariment.
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