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Advantage switches to Whalers vs. Rangers
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Make that two straight.

At Jeast against the Kitchener
Rangers, an Ontario Hockey
League the Plymouth
Whalers couldn’t beat last sea-
son.

They raade it two straight
Tuesday with a 3-2 win in
Kitchener, getting the game-
winning goal from Chad
LaRose with 45 seconds
remaining.

Fo:bul(nse. itcappeda
superb game.

1le scored two of the
Whalers' goale ord assisted on
the third, netted by Karl
Stewart on the power play with
34 seconds left in the first peri-
od.

Stewart's goal allowed
Plymouth to take a 1-1 tic into
the second period.

LaRosc’s first goal of the
game, scored st 12:52 of the
second period, gave the
Whalers a 2-1 lead.

Kitchener, which got a first-
period goal from David
Clurkson, tied it with a power-
pluy score by Mike Richards
midway through the third peri-

LaRosc’s game-winner was
assisted by Ryan Rnmsay;
Ramsay and Cole Jarrett each
had two nssists in the game for
Plymouth.

Paul Drew backstopped the
Whaler win by making 35 saves
in goul.

Scott Dickic had 26 stops in
goal for the Rangers.

Plymouth improved to
7-7-1 (58 polnts), first [n the
OFIL’s West Division.
Kitchener is 27-9+4-1 (59
points), first in the Midwest
Division.

WHALERS MAKE TRADE

The potential may have been
there, but the Plymouth
Whalers were in need of imme-
diate returns and a bit more
cxperience.

That's why on Monday they
sent right wing Taylor Raszka, a
native of Petersburg and the
Whalers’ No, 1 choice in the
Ontardo Hockey League's entry
draft last spring, to the Saginaw
Spirit for center Chris
Thorburn aad the Oshawn
Gencrals' second-round dmft
pick this year.

*Sotnetimes you have to give
up quality to get quality” said
Whalers' coach/general manag-
er Mike Vellucci.

*Thylor is n player who has
the potentinl Lo be n star player
in the league. Chris lsa

layer who is already at that
rc\rri and will make an immedi-
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Walker/Buzenberg

Why settle for
anything less than
“just your style?”
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Pluts, choone from ever 450 imaginave
atybes and ever 1,000 dustinenve fabrics 1o
pecfestly completnent your devr.

ate impact for us, He brings
size ta the table and is a play-
maker.

*He will give us a lot of depth
at the forward position”

1n terms of production, this
deal would seem rather Jop-
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‘Thornhurn is 6-foot-3, 218
pounds and scored 19 goals and
assisted on 38 others (57
points) fot the Spirit; he was
their leading scorer. Raszka, a
G-1, 1756-pound right wing, had
limited pinying time, with three
oals and four assists in 34
Fames,

The reason for the Spiritto
mnke the trade: Ruszka is 16-
years-old and in his first OHL

nson.

‘Thorburn Is 19; he'll turn 20
inJune.

He will play this season and
could conceivably play next
year as an over-ager (if he does,
the Whalers will surrendera
conditional fith-round demft
choice next season).

Thorburn was drafted by the
Buffalo Sabres in the third
round in 2001. In his last two
scasons with the North Bay
Centenninls (who have sinee
become the Saginaw Spirit), he
scored 37 goals and assisted on
75 others.

Before the trnde, the Whalers
were one of the youngest tenms
in the OHL.

WIN STREAK ENDS

On Sunday nt London, the

Whalers finally gotalead ina
game — their first since defeat-
ing Kitchener the previous
Monday.

But they couldn’t hold it
Plymouth bounced back from a
2-0 deficit with a pair of short-
handed goals in the second
period, then went ahead 3-2.0n
o power-play goal by Chad
LaRase just 17 seconds into the
third period (David Liffiton
nssisted).

‘The Knights eareed a 3-3
draw with a goal by Kyle
Piwowarczyk with 8:57 remain.
ing, the Whalcrs second-
straight tie,

London had the early lead on
first-period goals by Matt Weir
nnd Dennis Wideman.
Plymouth closed the gap to 2-1
on Jonas Fiedler's unassisted
short-handed goal at 13:40 of
the second {mﬂod. then tied it
13 seconds Inter on Tim
Sestito'a score (from Scan
Thompson).

Both Whaler goals came with
Jiminy Gagnon in the penalty
box {or charging.

Faul Drew stopped 32 shots
in goal for Plymouth.

Gerald Coleman had 34 saves
for the Knlghts (15-20-4-1, 35
points in the Midwest
Divislon).

On Saturday, the Whalers
hind to come from behind twice
to et 1 2-2 tle with Guelph at
Plymouth.

Niko Tuomi put Guelph
ahead 1-0 3:49 {nto the open-
ing period; the Whalers

tied it on LaRose's gou! (from
John Mitchell and Martin
Ciz=k) 8:17 into the second

period.

It didn't stay tied for fong.
‘The Storm went back {n front
37 seconds {ater on s Ryan
Callak:an marker. Th
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Jeff Weber made 20 saves
goal for the Whalers. Gu‘sph. R
through Sunday, was third In
the Midwest Division witha
16-8-1 mark (39 points),

On Friday at Sarnia, :
Plymouth saw it 18-game ¢
unbeaten streak come to an
with a 4-1oss, The score was
tled at 1-all going Into the third:
period, but the Sting scored
three times in the last elght
minutes to get the victory.

Dave Petenyczny rve
Camnia the lead on the

ust 1:23 into the
&1{1!1 perl

LaRose knotted fc with an
unassiated goal at 12:13 of th
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the Sting, who were within fouf |
points of the Whalersafter
Sunday with a 23-11-5-1 record

(52 points). .
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Bring a friend! We hope to see you there...
Country Ridge

Animal Hospital
248-661-3480

31178 Haggerty Road ¢

1 .
Youu're Inuited!
Country Ridge Animal Hospital

r}l,nvitgs You to an P

@pe«- J/am
Sun., Jan. 19, 2003 ¢ 1-3pm

o Tour our facility & meet our staff

*Sece demonstrations of laser surgery,
" dental care & flea control
*FREE raffle & giveaways
* FREE refreshments

furtper reductions
winter sale
& clearance!

fine furniture

240 North Main Street ¢ PLYMOUTH « 734-459-1300
Mon., Thurs., Fri. 10-9 » Tucs., Wed., Sac. 10-6 » Sun. 1-5
Hurey, Sale Ends 1127103 ¢ ® Available With Credit Approval
waw,walkerbuzenherg.com

NEWBURUH PLAZA _S7208 W, BO(MLE & M
HOURS: MONDAY THAU DAY 10-8 SAT

INTERIM MARKDOWNS HAVE RPN TAIEN . D y
ALTERATIONN AT COST  BORNY, HO LTINS copdliciing
SPRING 2003 GOLF AND CRUW
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