oo

A6

Observer & Eccentric | Thursday, January 9. 2003

inion

wr observerandeccentric com

' OUR VIEWS !
We suggest a few
resolutions for '03

While we're generally known as “srinclinlr quuarter-
havks” - calllng the plays after the game - we'd like 10
suggest s few New Years resolutions }:‘r our clvie lenders,

This way, we'll stand the chance of being able to say
“We tokl you ko™ aniee or twice in 2003, OK, once or twice
more often.

For the City of Farmington Hilly:

B Resolve to exereise o more even hand in the area of
publie input. When you say you're going to limit people to
three mi ber that dy somewhere will
e holding a stopwatch to make sure you do.

M Remember that in these difficult cconomic times,
businesses watch their bottom line even more clescly
than ever. Resolve to take a kinder, gentler attitude
toward the people who run those businesses. Don't put so
much stock in the value of our community that you lase
sight of the need to attract and retain a strong commer-
cinl base, We're good - but so are other citics, some not
that far away.

For the Farmington Hills/Farmington Community
Foundation:

B Please - and we mean this sincerely - PLEASE bring
new life to the annunl Camucopin Ball, We belicve the gen-
crosity of our community should be rewarded with a little
more entertainment. Yout don’t have to go ns far as hiring
belly dancers, but maybe you could consider a new theme?

Tor the Farmington/Farmington Hills Diversity
Council:

| After & wonderful kick-oft planning session, please
don't let your wark dissolve into too much discussion and
not enough action,

Tor the City of Farmington:

B Maln Street is & three-year gift, one that will require
constant, progressive effort and energy. Most importantly, it
will require everyone to put the baggage from the past into
the deepest, darkest closet they can find. Only if we all work
together will we succeed in building a better downtown,

And finally, for Hills council members Vicki Barnett
and Jon Grant:

& We applaud you both for your willingness to serve
the citizens of Farmington Hills, and we have the highest
regard for what you've nlready done for the city and its
residents. Pleasc resolve that not a single campaign activ-
ity will begin until six weeks before the election. (Hey, we
had to try)

Veto shouldn't stop
DARTA's progress

Incomprehensible,

‘Fhat's the only word we can come up with to deseribe
former Gov, John Engler's petulant 11th hour veto of
regional mass transit legislation. In n matter of minutes,
he toppled two years” worth of difficult negotiations by
killing n bill that would have cstablished the Detroit Arca
Regional Transportation Authority.

Never mind that it took years to get all the metro area
partics involved to come together behind this idea, Never
mind that the Detroit Regional Chamber and every
thinking business person in the southeast metropolitan
arca knows mass transit is an integral part of continued
cconomic development and growth.,

No, John Engler couldn't be bothered with logic, fe
was ticked off becausc lawmakers shot down one of his
pet projects: charter schools,

Engler's plan of attack, of course, was 1o expand charter
schools in Detroit - a plan that never came to fruition.
Tustead of halfl a loaf, he chose to leave the state with
none, revealing a pettiness even his mast ardent support-
ers couldn’t possibly ignore,

DARTA wasn't a solution to southeast Michigan's prob-
Tems, but it clearly took a step in the right direction,
Establishing a board with representation from Wayne,
Oakland and Macomb connties and the City of Detroit,
DARTA swould have at least brought all the players to the
tabie and engaged them in discussions to develop a viable
transportation plan for our region,

Without a reliable, clean, acorssible transportation system,
Detroit and its surrounding suburbs will stay on ineneasingly
divergent paths, watching the hope for a stronger and mone
united future fade with el passing year.

We urge officials not ta give up the fight for this badly
needed reform. More than creating just another layer of
government, another opportunity fur miflage requests,
DARTA wall eventually establish an infrastnrcture around
which southeast Michigan’s cconomic future could be bailt,

1t's ton bad John Engler didn't understand that, Mayde
Gov. Jennifer Granholm will,
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farminglon area cesldents and officlals traveled to Pontlac ths week to attend a boot cawnp for the Maln Street program, which provides three years of
technlcas asslstance for developing downtown Farmington.

SMART moves

‘There are scveral positive things P've
noticed and believe should be recoguize.

Itis wonderful SMART ls providing
express shuttle service to Plston's games.
That §s good for the reglon, the Piston’s,
Detroit citizens and all other ridess, It's
nlso good informntive publicity for the
convenjences of SMART and transit in
general,

The SMART newsletter that's been on
several huses {s very informntive and {3 a
good service/communleation piece. It
also promates transit by informing rid-
ers/potential riders of unknown services,
new plans and the benefits of how their
tax moncey is being spent. It's great to sce
SMART building it's new location on Fort

LETTERS

only “doing his Job” su ta speak, but,
golng far beyond what one might have
hoped for, Not fust getting my car out of
the middle of traffle, a ride home, { must
admit this wns my first ride in the rear
seat of n pollce car,

[ hope yonu will comnend him and once
again thank him for me for his kindness,
courtesy and certainly dolng far more
than what some might say was hls job,
sincerely thank you and the fine members
of your department.

Leonsrd M. Steln, OD, FARD
Farmington Hills

Dear Goodfellows

My name is Joe Walker and 1 am an
jrhth

St. in place of the nasty 1] that's
been pemoved,

Farmingtan Hills residents finally got
some signs informing motorist of the ter-
minal/park & ride lot at OCC. Since then
I've noticed soine new fiuces on the #8051

There nre other lots like Schooleraft col-
lege thut need signage as well on the sur-
face streets ns well as 1-275. Ridership
on the 810/820 would probably increase
as well with signs,

It waould be helpful to bhave every driver
fill their bus display pockets (daily} with a
supply of nppropriate route schedules for
the route(s) they are running that day as
well as those great newsletters (many
buses are empty).

It is also encovraging 1o see SMART
supporting DARTA, as well as serving the
public with a regional pass and provid-
ing DDOT contact information on the
schedules,

As an FYL: most of the times 1 ride the
Park and Ride, the bus s full or almost
full. Several times a few people had to
stand. The express routes are getting
nsed.

Barry Malek
Farmington

Dear Chief Dwyer

This moming my car broke down in
the center through lane on westbound 13
Mile Road. fnst east of Orchard Lake
Ruad, just prior to entering the intetrecs
tion.

h engine, no emergencey flashers,
drad as possible. T knew that a tow truck
would tale some time ta arrive,

1 ealled your dispateh center and
i ming lady my
nent, being in the middle of 13
ad. About two minutes later
Offirer Woodnore arvised, as did asec-
ond officer in another vehicle.

Officer Waodmore was maat kind and
comcerned for my safety in the middle of
traffic. He kindly pushed my ear across
the strect inte a parking lot. He not only
ashed what further assistance 1 needed,
he offered me aride to my home, about
two miles away.

From my warm and eomfortable home
T was able to 1ake the time to arrange for
a flat bed tow truck to have my car taken
10 the dealership. This was eertainly a
better way than calling from a cellular
telenhone in a car with no heat and not
knowing just how long a towing service
might take.

Officer Woodmore exemplifies what
your department has always been. Not

ghth-g; at Dunckel Middle School
who s bllnd. I want to thank you for the
laptop. With this new laptop I will be
able to use it anywhere [ choose and not
just in school. I enjoy It very much.

Without this inptop I wouldn't have
been able ta use technology to my fullest
advantage. I can use a DVD drive, a CD
drive and Microsoft applications with the
usc of my special speech output software.

Thank you for all your help and all you
do for others.

Jou Waiker

Farmington Hllls

Thanks for the hard work

1 also want to thank the Farmington
and Farmington Hills Goodfellows for all
their hard work and contrit

Durfee Junior, [ saw the anger in the
ranks when one teacher prompted his
students to campalign for him to win the
Detroit News Apple of the Day award, nn
unapproved contest.

Certainly, the Observer and Eccentric,
by its standards, is (rec to promote “Top
‘Teacher” for recognition, but I question
its value and daubt its effect.

Lawrence Miblett
Fatmington Hills

Law's interesting

I'm certainly not n lawyer, just n some-
times observer of the law, which in itself
can be interesting at times. I have been
ohserving lately.

1 guess most persons have been
brought up to believe the laws are right
and most everything clse Is wrong.
However, although it can be sald rightly;
the basis for laws generally are meant to
define right from wrong.

Suecessful lawyers do not see the Iaw
that way. They see the law ns a sort of chess
game, with planning, moves, strategies,
tneasures and countenneasures, Sticcessful
lawyers are those who know how to play
the game well. ‘They study the laws pnd
case histories W lenrn precedents of actaal
cases, why and how they were decided,
becattse judges depend upon precedents
for making thelr decisions, not necessardly
their own knowledge of the law,

Laws as they are written can be fnter-
preted to mean any variety of things. This
can make it very difficult for a judge to
decide a case, especinlly so with rapidly

hangi: hini and morals, which

My
student {s able to now access print that he
never could before. The Goodfellows have
given him nccess to the world, a git that
most of us take for granted. May the
blessings of the season be with you
throughout the year,

Amy Johix

teacher (or the visually impaired
0Oakland Schools

Top teachers

As the Observer and Eccentric
Newspapers try to identify and honor the
*Top Teachens™ {Dec. 29, 2002), | would
recommend that school personnel not
participate,

They should not for many reasons:

I)'I?ar factors that influence *top” mt-
Ing are too subjective and numerous,
such as class ize, including difficult stu-
dents, requined dutics, perceiv m(:!\cr-
ation with the principal, student grades,
and pupil acceplance or rejection.

2) Singling out a fow for recognition at
the expense of the many, with negative
effects for teacher morale and, ultimately
student leaming.

3) Such a eampaign reduces complex
issues of money and family to the simple
solution of naming “top teachers.”

During the past 53 years in the public
schools, 1 have seen this technique tried
twice, withomt sucress. As unjon building
representative at Detroit Coolsy from
1952 to 1957, 1 experienced the relief felt
in the ranks when “Teacher of the Year®
ended with the union victory at the polls
aver the Michigan Education Association
in 1957, Eleven years later ax principal at

constantly cause our legal interpretations
to be {n a state of flux, change. That Is not
to say many laws aren't clearly defined so
that cases can't be decided quickly, They
are, mitch of the time.

Many cases are ro complex it takes
years of arguments and counter argu-
ments to decide. Appeals can go on scem-
ingly forever, which has the elfect of ren-
dering laws virtually ineffective, for both
plaintiff and defendant.

But usualiy, attorncys get paid, not
matter who wine. It can be sald, and 1
think rightly so; those who win at the
game of law are neither plaintiT nor
defendant; the winners are the lawyers
and the judges.

Kenneth

Farmington litty

" SHARE YOUR OPINIONS

We wekcome your letters to the edior, Ploase
include your name, address and phone nurmber
for verification. We ask that your letters be 400
words .t 1ess. We may edn for clatily, space and
content.

Haft

Letters to the editer
Farmington Observer
3341 Grand Rivet
Farmington, W1 48335

fax
(248) 4779722

E-mat:
jhubrea@oe homecomm.nel

QUOTABLE

-

Coffee at § a.m., aimless puttering at 9 a.m., donuts at 10 2.m., nap at 11 2.m., fonch 2t noon, nap &t 2p.om., smack at 3
p.m. 2nd stare out the window between 4-5 p.m.

- Calendar for retiring Farmington City Manager Frank Lauhoff




