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Brickley's seat showed implied
presence at Granholm inaugural

ne of the things a good reportertries to
do {5 select out of the myrind of detalls
surrounding a newa atory the one or two
nuggets that hest eatch the care of what'a
going on.
‘There were lota of posaibilitles avallable Ins
week as Jennifer Granholm wan i 4

The new govemor has a tough row to hoe.
She is the only Democrat in a state capital
dominated by Repebficans.

an Mlehlgan's first-ever female governor,
Onc hna to do whth the tiny chair, not more
than three inches tall, that sat on the podium
while she gave her insugural speech. It bore
the Inbel, “Jim Rrickley” The
Inte SJames Brickley was o
well-respected formee lieu-
tenant gavernor, president
of Fastern Michigan
University and chief justice
of the Michigan Supreme
Court. He was n standard-
benrer for the moderate
Michlgan Republican tradi-
tion thnt reached its best
expression in the adminis-
teation of former Gov.
Willinm Milliken.
I aaked Chris DeWitt, Granholm's

cessar, John Engler. Granholm's specch —
“Walk with me, talk with me, work with me”
— nent an inclusive message markedly differ-
ent from the inner-directed, tough-minded,
Lanaing-briented appronch that so character-
ized the Engler ndmintsteation. The religious
service at the beginning of the day was a fully
ccumenleal example; it involved Christian,
Jewish, Greck Orthodox, Muslim, Buddhist,
Hindu and Sikh clergy.

Democratic partisans praised her perform-
ance. “She's just as good a communicator as
Bill Clinton,” gushed one, “without ali the bag-
gnge." And most political commentators and
editorial pages around the state sald nice
things sbout Granholm' initial moves.

xaknmnn during the campalgn, about the
air. Ie explained that, "When she was elect-
ed attorney general, Jennifer wanted Jim
Brickley to help smwear her in. But this never
happencd; I think it was blocked by John
Engler. Then Jim Brickley dled, So before last
November's election, Jayce Bralthwaite (a dis-

a . ‘Fhe two top Republican
Jegislative Jenders, Hovse Speaker Rick
Johnson and Senate Majonty Leader-clect
Ken Sikkema, were prominent on the plat-
form and had nice things to say — at least inf-
tinlly — about cooperating with Gov.
Granholm.

Especially notable was the relatively warm

ished Milliken spear car-
rier and Brickley's wife) sent Granholm thiz
minlsture chair with Rrickley's nameon it as
kind of a symbalic gift. T made sure it was on
the podium when she gave her speech.”
Here's why I fastened on to this piece of
. detail; It bringa bome the atriking parallels
between the administrations of Gava.
Granholm and Milliken.
tholm Is n mod: L justns
Milliken was a moderate Republican,
Granholm knows full well she needs to gov-
ern out of the center, working in a bipartisan
manner with the GOP-dominated legislature,
just as the Milliken-Brickley administration
wotked with the Democratic-controtled legis-
luture of the time. And Granholm realizes o
big chunk of her support comes from moder-
ate, suburban, centrist voters made uneasy by
the strident right-wing image of the
Republican Party. Readers with lang memo-
ries will recall that B! Milliken dominated
politles in Michigan for a long time by
appealing repeatedly to suburban “Milliken
Democrata”
Certainly the major message Granholm was
trylng to during her {

{on she received from the Michigan
Chamber of Commeree, normnily fierccly
Republican. Tricta Kinley, director of tax policy
and devel for the chamb
told me: “We are going to try tc help her keep
some of her campaign themes to cut spending
and not raise taxes. If she can bring the busi-
ness community in and gather ideas about the
future of Michigan, we wauld be mare than
happy to help out”

‘The new governor has a tough row to
hoe. She ia the only Democrat in a state
capital dominated by Republicans. She is
facing an enormous hudget deficit, which
meana ¢a a practical matter that she
won't have any money to pay for new and
snazzy stuff for at least a couple of yenra,
So she's going to have to rely on goodwil],
bipartisanship and a good dose of sym-
bolism.

Maybe Jim Brickley's chair on the podism
was too smal! for an adult to sit in, but T sus-
peet it will loom large in the carly going of the
Granholm administration,
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tion was that the tone in Lansing is going to
be very different from that sct by her prede-

that owns this He would be pleased to gel

your reactions to this column éither at (734) 953-2047
of at ppowes@homecommanet,

l Tupper

twus 1991 when I took part in my first war protest.
The world wan worlds different then. With

chunges occurring on the Global Stage at a break-
neck speed, with Americans happily figuring out
they were entitled to suc anyone they wanted over
anything they didn't like, disagreed with, or felt the
contenta of was too hot for their lap ns they pulled
out of their nelghborhoods fast-food drive-through.

‘The econntny was heading straight down the
tollet, taking consumer confidence and a teeter-
totter stock market right with it

Sitcoma were stupld. We still watched them.
‘The man in the Oval Office was named Bush, who
hnd a Defense Seeretary named Cheney. The
country was ready for something, anything, to lift
us out of the economical and moral slump that
had left us with only the blg questions, like would
Skippy ever get to kiss Mallory on Family Ties?

America’s pump was primed for war,
* It was unnerving, watking through the halls of
O.E. Duncke) Middle School in Farmington Hills,
seeing my geograpby and history teachers hud-
dled together in t{:e teacher’s lounge, staring at
the newseaster informing all of America which
buildings we'd hit, what people we'd killed.

Like it was a game, ng a running tally on the
slnughter of humanity. But as young men
women, e did possess that uncanny adolescent
knack for turning even the most awfu) of atrocities
into something funny. Or at least halfway funny. The
one example I remember best was during “Current
Events” in socinl studies class, when

Ottervet § Cecentric | Thursday, Jonuary 9, 2000

w® &

War protest memories
inspire quest for peace

there could be thiat many less (riends and brothers,
fathers and, yes, even scicnce teachers in the world.

We were young. This fucled us with The
Mother of all Anger. We had to do something.

Word spread like wildfire through more whispers
and passed notes between clawes. War protest. We
‘were gring to stage a war protest. When? Seventh peri-
od. Where? In front of the school, Wiiat were we going
tndo? Didn't maiter. [ guess we figured staging it was
enough, and that the rest would just work itself out.

The befl rang, and tension was tangible a9 we all
just kind of, well, stood around, ind refuned to go back
1 class. Teachers and the Principal waded their way
through our eoflective mass of happy bodies, issuing
#tem warnings like, “OK.” and, “That’s enough,” and,
“Time 10 gt back to dass” But we didn't budge.

‘We didn't do much of anything, until one brave
adolescent pacifist started singing a John Lennon
song. You know which one.

“All we are saying ... is give peace a chance.”

Everyone began to sing along, And that would have
bern just grand, a real dynama crescenda to our little
protest-show. this was 1991, and none of uy knew
arry of the rest of the words. So, we'd sing the chorus,

Al we are saying ... is give peace a chance”

Then we'd pause and stare at each other, unsure
of what to do next. Not coming up with a single
suitable answer, we'd sing that one line again,

*All we are saying ... is give peace a chance”

This went on for 2 while, maybe 20 minutescra
half hour before the closeneas of our bodies or the
bored ition set in, and we allowed our-

brought in a newspaper story saying Saddam
Hussein had declared this to be, “The Mother of nll
Battles!” My friends and | made np jokes that we
thought were as good s a sexophone soloist's turms
and twists, variations on that bad man's mean theme.

Suddenly, every exam we had became, “The
Mother of all Testa}” Every test we didn't pass
became, “The Mother of all Failures!” that we'd all
vow to never, ever let happen azain.

The humor was a way for us to cope with our
Moather of all Fears. Whispered rumors at lockers
between classes, talking together at lunch about
romeonc’s older brather who was sure he'd be draft-
ed. Or what would happen to our science class if Mr.
Kovaleski, our fresh-faced new teacher (who was
definitely in the age range) was called on to senve
our country, Would they cancel the rest of clnas?

OK, that part didn’t sound 5o bad. I wasn't the
hest at science.

I can't say J remember what it was that Gioally set
us off. I'll never be completely sure, but the fact
that probably broke our adolescent back was when
we heard General Norman f had
ardered 50,000 body bags for possible (probable?)
carualtics. That was a number which to us meant

o ¥
sclves to be herded back to class, feeling we'd defi-
nitely won a moral victory, if nothing else.

But what, you may ask, does any of this have to
do with the war that it seems nenr certain we'll be
waging in 2003? I say everything.

Beeme almost ddly, T read editorials anel reports from

h ves and so-called Eberals wh 1

new war on I, We'll renlly get 'em this time, wan't we?

And to those who write such words of neer faltering,
let's gp et 'em patriotismy, [ want to &<k a few questions.

Why are you supporting this, and not teaching
your kids about pacifist revolutionaries, who've
gotten things done with far fewer broken bunes,
bombs, blood, dead family and friends?

Isn't it time, finally in this still fresh century, to
again begin befieving in, and finelly practicing
nonviolent means to achicve our ends? Shouldn't
the next generation of the world's children get to
learn the verses to go with that cherus, and how to
take nonvinlent action to make sure that happens?

“All we are saying ... is give peace a chance.”

Or maybe we should bring 3

Will Tupper is 2 senior at Western Michigan University in
Kalamazoo,
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