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Tail tales short on substance

SHORT & TALL TALES
b Lilian Jackson Braun (G P. Put-
nam’s Sor:5, $2L95).

eeling In the mood for
something uttesly light-
weight?

Pick up a copy of Short & Tail
Tales, by Michigan native Lilian
Jackson Braun. The author of
the highly successful The Cat
Wiho hooks has produced 27
thin vignettes
supposed).
compiled by
that "star” of
The Cat
Louks, James
Muckitosh
Quwilleran,
They»" =n-
ter nround
trgends and
the local his-
tory of Moase
County ("400
miles borth of
everywhere™). In a sense, we ful-
low the intrepid reporter
Quwilleran around the regian,
and we listen as he listens to the
tales and the folklure of loeal
yokels.

Begin with “The Legend of
the Rubbish Heap,” a “story” of
two Gernan § i who

came to a bad end, and eventu-
ally, things come to a full cir-
cle”

Actually, the tale itself isn't
much more developed than my
description of it It's a little like
Show and Tell—except that
firaun has chosen here to do
almost all telling, and very little
showing in these pages.

In “House Calls on
Harscback,” readers can learn
something of what It was like to
be a physician (or a patient) “in
the early days of Moose County”
As it tuens out, this contribution
is une of the most enlightening
und rewarding in the collection,
Doctors were needed by the pio-
neers (24/7, of course) to treat
such awful diseases ns smullpox
and yellow fever, and also to
deal with the effecta of such
things as forest fires, trec-
felling, snakebite, overturmed
carringes, shipwreeks, kicking
mules, and mining necidents,

* suc ploncer doctor carried
his drugstore in his shoulder
hog or in..saddlebags., . His mir-
acle drugs were rhubarb pow-
der, quinine flakes, digitalis,
arnica, capsicum, nux vomica,
and the like” In addition to his
dutics as a doctor, he also acted
asthe i 3

ived in Moose County in
mid-nineteeath century, whea
the areu was experiencing its
great boun. Seems they applicd
noscs to grindstones, amassed &
nice-sized fortunc together as
business partners, and eventu-
ally had a permanent falling-out
when one of their daughters
cloped with the othier one’s son
{on the cve of her wedding oo
*“more suitable” groom), Many
of the principals in the tale

always stowing in his little black
bag a serviceable pair o
'twisters' for yanking bad teeth.

1n another of these wispy
yarns (though definitely tall,
most are no more than three to
four pages in length), we leamn
about “Hilda the Ciipper,” who
ined notaricty us she went
1bout the tiny town of Brrr,
trandishing fu.-r hedge clippers,
and unnerving | residents.
(“Click-click1”)

In *Emmaline and the Spiral
Staircase,” we meet another
local legend from the past.
Scems the ghostly Emmaline
was once in love with a local
man, of whom her stern father,
Captain Fugtrec, did not
approve. Sadly, the young man
was killed after being thrown by
ahorse, and shortly afier, the
grieving Emmaline climbed to
the top of the tower staies in the
Victorian family mansion, and
Jjumped to her death.

Now, “On every durk il
stormy night, they ray,
Emmaline can be scen walking
up the stalrs that ure no longer
there” (As it turns out, seme
can sec Emmaline, and some
cannot,) Among others, Short &
Tall Tales nlso introduces us to
Milo, the potate farmer (whose
fortune, ebtained through
Prohibition era bootlegging,
was no small potatoes); u pecu-
linr wood sprite; a “spirit™
encountered on a covered
bridge; and n "demon” nt Boggy
Bottom.

n addition, we hear about
“Those Pushy Moose County
Blucherries,” “The Cursc on the
Apple Orchard,” and "The
Noble Sons of the Noose.”

Ultinately, most nodern-day
readurs would probably eajoy
these stories more, had they
been enlivened more as to char-
acter, or plot, or background, As
is, each scems maore like the
bare bones of a tale, the merest
skeleton on which to hang what
might possibly be developed
into a highly intriguing story.

Yick Diz is & Livonia resident who
wiites about dooks for the Observer &
Eccentrlc,

r
SCREBULED 10 OPEA
FRIBAY, JAN. 17
A GUY THING

Paul Morse i3 a good guy. When his
friends throw him a wifd bachelor
party, he Just wants to keep his coa-
sclence clean, which is why he's
, shocked when he wakes up In bed with
#beauliful qirl named Backy and can'l
. femember the night befare,
18 than thay, sha alsa happens to
be his lizncee’s cousin, Desperate o
keep his fiancee from linding out, he

COMING ATTRACTIONS

telis her b teensy liz, which turns into
a bigger lie,

from the bachelor party to the wed:
ding. soon his Kes are spiraling out of
<oaleol and his entire tife i a series of
comica; misunderstandings.

featured players include Jason Lee,
Jullz Sties, Setma Blsir and James
Brolin. Chris Koch directed the come-
dy marking his tirst since

forced to team up with ex-cop Hang
Ratlerty as they seek the men who are
out {¢ kill them both, and unravel a
smuggling operation.

Feztured players

Include Martin Lamtence as arl, Steve
ahn as Hank, Eric Roberls as the
feader of the smugqling operation and
Colm Feare a3 2 corrupt pallce ofticer

Shaw Day in 2000, (MGWUA)

- NRATIONAL SECURITY
The stary foliows a young rookie secu-
tity guard, Eatl Montgomery, who s

wilh p crimi-
nalz. Denais Dugan directed the
sction, marking his first since comptet-
ing Saving Sitverman In 2001,
(Columbia Fictures}

GameBoy handheld debuts

NEW YORK (AP) — The
world's most popular video
gaming gadget just got a tune-

up.

Nintendo Co. unveiled the
latest in its handheld
GameBoy line this month, the
CGameRoy Advance SP, a slick-
looking device nimed at adult
gamers that's about as bigas a
wallet and weighs just five
ounees,

“There’s nothing kid about
this system,” anid Nintendo
spokesiun Chris Compbell,

‘The Gamelloy Advance SP
(thic SP stands for “special®)
lanks more like un executive
plaything than n child's toy.
But it handles all the roughly
1,000 games for the hit
GameBoy, including the
Advance model that went on
sale in June 2001,

More than 150 million
GameBoy systems have been
sold since 1989 and it has no
strong competitor in its size
categary, though users have
long complained that its dis-
play was too dim and power
drained too quickly.

Sony's Playstatiun2, the
fastest-selling console today,

"The $99 price point is really a magic number, They've kept it

in reach of the masses.’

Kichae! Gartenberg
Jupites Research analyst

has sold more than 41 million
units since its March 2000
relcase,

‘The new Nintendo bandheld
bas the same CEU as the cur-
rent Gamelsay Advance It
opens and closes like a liptap
snd has o fromlit seeeen that
allows it to be played in dark-
ness or in bright sunlight. It
also has o rechargenble lithium
ion hattery,

Nintenda plans (o sell the
GameBoy Advance SP for
$99.95 in the United States.

1

Analysts expeet the
GameBoy to compete with
cell phinnes that nin games
and be popular among mnk-
ers of aftermarket parts,

It can play video on its 2.9+
inch sereen and designers
might develup hardware that
enables it to conld be used for
phune calls, said Richard
Doherty, rescarch director of
the Envisioneering Group.

Square in shope, the new
unit is 31 inches long and an
inch thick ~ perfect,
Ni

‘The G: Boy A
retails for $69.99 but
Nintendoe believes adults
won't mind the higher price.
“The $99 price point is
really a mngic number,” said
Michne! Gartenberg, an ann-
Iyst with Jupiter Resenrch,
“They've kept it in reach of
the masses.”

lo says, to be
in a purse or briefcnae,
The battery lasts for about
10 hours with the display illu-
minated or 18 hours with it

ofl.

GameBoy Advance SP is
slated to hit stores March 23
in the United States and five
days after that in Europe.

Want to go to this year's Super
Bowl? Try taking a Super Train

Heading to the Super Bowl?

Consider taking the train,

‘The Super Trdn to the Super
Bowl tour costs §2,295 and
includes round-trip travel from
Dearhorn, overnight accommo-
dntions and some meals.
Passengers will connect with the
Super Buwl train in Chicago, via
the Amtmck train from
Dearborn, The train departs an

Wednesday, Jan. 22 and
includes a bon voyage piurty with
cocktails and hot and cold hors
d'oeuvres. It arrives at Los
Angrles Union Station an
Friday, Jan. 24

The rail cars will be packed in
the Sunta Fe Depot in San
Diego. A trolley transit system
can transport passengers to
downtown San Diego attres

CLASSIFIED SECTION

tions. An afternoon Super Bowl
“Rail-Gate” Party will be held,
Game tickets an not included in
the tour package.

The train departs for
Michignn on Monday, Jan. 27.
Passengers arrive in Dearborn
on Wednesday, Jan. 29.

For reservations, call
Porvhatan Rail Services at (248)
“W35-2858,
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8pPECIAL, INTIMATE THEATRE
SeT-UP AT THE PALACE

FRIDAY, FEB. 21
AT B PM

ON SALE Now

HEAR LIZA'S
ELECTRIFYING NEW ALBUM
“LIZA’S BACK!”

oN J RECORDSB

LizA MINNELLI
IN CONCERT

PRODUCED BY DAVID GEST

TICKEYB ON 8ALE AT Rxtfifte, THE PALACE
BOX OFFICE AND ALL ticketmasiory LOCATIONS,
CHARGE (248) 645-6666.




