www obrsecverandaccentiic com

| ARTS &

LEISURE |

Qberver & [ccenteie | Sunday, January 12. 2003

® B

Prouix's nove! runs
wild as it captures
a region's history

BY SAMANTHA CROSS

the unwieldy task of gathering
ASSOCIATID PRESS WRITTR

all the reglon's yarns, which
has left her house averflowing
with "buxes of photogeaphs
and diarics, fuTnl envelopes”
and other “gencalogical remi-
miseence,

tlers are winsome tales,
filled with enterprising
cowhands and robust farm
girls whé, by the time of the
telling, have mostly grown old.

The novel is overrun with
these accounts, all of them
weighted by a slight nostalgia
fur lives gonc by and n time
Dbefare barbed wire, when
herds of cows ran free.

Nostalgin nfilicts many
Woolybucket residents, swho
scem driven to keep things as
they were, and Bob comes up
t harsh resistance in his
st ta acquire land for his
employer, Global Park Rind.

At times it seems Proulx is
averreaching,

The quick switches between

THAT OLD ACE IN THE HOLE
by Annie Prouls tScnbner, 36)
panes. $26)

Fither Annic Proulx is a
erfly writer indeed, or her new
novel simply got away from her.

In That Old Ace in the Hole,
the Pulitzer Prize-winning
author of The Shipping News
(199+4) trails the inscrutable
Bob Dallar as he infilteates
Woolybucxet, n small tawn on
the Texns Panhandle,

Or at least she tries to

But Pronlx's tale keeps veer-
ing off course and into the lives
and scevets of several genvsa-
tions of Woalybucket residents,
A stubborn lot they are, 100,

They include hapless pio-
neers and heartbroken cow-
boys, a reserved bride with a
hM\ wandering eye, a compnl-

strikes it

niving saleswoman,
an incestuons sheriff, a gregari-
ous genealogist who Joves dead-

time perinds and the extensive
cast of characters ean be con-
fusing without offering a “eure-
ka” payoff like those in similar

Iy spiders, amd a bison-herding
monk with a masterful com-

Proulx never does draw her
many tales into a cohicsive and
steeamlined ending. ‘The novel
has the flaver of LaVon's files:
Family histories, legends and
lave letters mixed together and
spitling out of their baxes,

Bu the mess Proulx has ere-
ated is a charming onc, and

wild across the history of the
Panhandle, and amid all the
confusion, it scerms unlikely
that she'll be able (u tein them
inta one tidy pacl

Her rmain plot fnllm\r. Dollas,
a young man sent to
Woolgbucket as an undercover
land scout for industriat hog
farms.

“Fhe noisome farms, where
cmployees are alloswed to refer
10 the livestoek only as “pork
units,” are universally hated in
Proulx’s Panbasdle, where they
are seen as an environtmental
menace and o perversion,

Such terms are nnt ton savere
for Woolybsteket, where n cloud
can beeome a deadly storm in
minutes and disgrntled wives
carsy shotguns,

Woolylueket is steeped in
history, LaVun, Bol's gritty
!nndlm.[\ bas assigned heesel§

of the novel proves to be the
one that best fits its story.

Old Ace Crouch, the wizened
windmill man who fights Bob's
efforts 1o buy his land, tells
Bob: “You think (the
Panhandle is) just a pla
more than that, It's people’s
lives, it's the history of the
country.”

Although Dollar gets the

onists of the novel are the
Panhnndle’s untamed land-
scape and people.

Both have withstood indus-
Ir\ nnd

with the Chumber Musle
Society of Lincoln Conter
featuring the

Orlon String Quartet
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Bill T‘]onm/Amie
Zane Dance
Company

If mune and dance go hand iatand, then live
music and dance share o mare intimate embrate
BillT. Jones = named on “iteplaceable dance
treature™ n 2020 by the Darze Mentage
Coaltion - joins forces with the Chamber Music
ty of rupln Center and the Qnon Stnng
Quartet for @ wisronary fusion cf dance and

chamber munc
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A solo performance
wiitten and conceived
by Sekou Sundiata
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Avon Players
Audilions for £ Hote Hamlet 6 p.m.
Sunday, Jan. 12, 6:30 pm. Wednesday,
Jan. 15, at the theater, 1185 Washington
Road, one mile east of ihe intersection
of Tienken and Rochester roads,
Rochester Hills. Show dates are Feb. 28
to March 15, (248) 808-9077 o ¥lsil he
Web sile al www avonplayerscrg

Clarkston Village Players
Audilions o7 sk rofes for men 3nd two
roles for women for Run for Your Wile.
a comnedy by Ray Cooney, 2 p.m.
Sundgy. Jan. 12, and 7.30 p.m. Monday,
Jan 13, readings wilf be from Ihe seripl.
2! the Depat Theatre. (248) 6252311

Deborah’s Stage Door
Auditions for senlor show cholr (people
ages 13 and alder), junior acting con-
servatory (anes 7-1Y). advanced acting
conservatory (ages 12 and older), chil-
dren, junlor and senior batlet compa-
ales, and competition dance fines {aqes
5 and olden, at the studio in Rochester
Hills. (248) 852-8133

farmington Community Chorus
Chorus will hold new-member auditions
for (ls spring session. beginning at 7.30
p:m. Tuzsday, Jan. 34, at the William
Costick Activities Centor on 11 Mile just
east of Middlebelt, Farmington Hilts.
Accepling membars from age 19 and
older. For information, calf (248) 471
4516

Farmington Players
Auditions for Hunsense | p.m, Saturday.
Jan 18, auditioners will receive and be
taught music at auditions, and will sing
sulo and dance (possibly a simple tap
dance), at the new Farmington Players

AUDITIONS

Barn Theater, 32332 West 12 Wite,
between Orchard Lake and Formington
roads, Fatmingtan Hilts. Cali mily
McSweeney for scripts (248) 626-8167

Fraukiln Vi
Agult musicians from southeastern
Michigan may joln the frarkiin Village
Band. All instruments welcome, but
thare is 3 special need for futes and
clarinets. The band rehesrses Monday
evenlags in the Franklin Community
Chureh social hall 6a Frankiln Road. For
more details. catl Bill Prisk, (248) 474-
8369, or Bob Zimmerman, (313} 5354119

Livonta Civic Chorus
Looking for paople who tove to sing
and dance fat spring concert featunng
1he music of Andrew Lioyd Webber,
basses tenors, altos Lo take part in
sofos, ensembles, dance aumbers. and
the generat ehorus. Judilions are 7.30
pm. Tuesday, Jan. M, in the choral
oam at Frost Middte School, 14041
Stark. Cal) (T34} 422-2589 for more
information.

Livonla Youth Cholr
Rehearsals for girls and boys {ages 913
in qrades 4-8) cesiding m Livonla and
sutrounding communities begin
Monday. Jan. 13. Due 10 a major ¢hange
in the structure of the choir, rehearsat
groups will be divided along age lines.
11 will stik! be one cholr that will pres-
ent concerts together but rehearse
separately. for more information, calt
(134) 425-749

Kovl Clvic Canter
Auditions for Annie, 430-7 pm. Feb. 4
and 6. Check-In starts at 4 pm. Actors,
ages 7 through colfege age, may audi-

tign at 45175 W.10 Wite. Audution pack-
ets available at Novi Parks end
Recreation (248) 347-0400

Oaktand County Otfice of Arts, Culture

& Fllm
Seebing propasals from Michigan
artists for fine arts ashidition in the
0axiand County Gallena, second floot
of the executive buifding, 200 H
Telegraph, Poshiac, (248) 858-0415

Performance Natwork
Seeks proposals for its 2003 Treetown
Festival My 2% to Aug 24. Teatures
performing artists from southeast
Wichigan, looking fot an eclect:¢ miz of
dance, theater, performance &1, nes
wotk and tha avani garde. Deadtine tor
apptication 15 feb 1. Caft (734) 663 0681
or send e-mail to pnetworkinfo® meleo:
dusa net for & propoal pacsets.
Applications will be available o & PDF
1ile on the Wed site vrarw perfor
mancenetviork org

Phymouth Symphony
Deadline lor Treasures Beyond Weasure
Youlh Artist Competition. 15 Jan. 24,
Applications avaitable through the
Plymouth Syraphony. Catt (734) 451232
for ¢i sisions and any additional infor-
mation. Web site is waw plymouthsym-
phony.orq

Ridgedale Players
Auditions for the musical comedy Do
Biack Patent Shoes Really Retiect Up?
120 pm. Wonday, Jan 13, 3t the play-
house. 205 Weit tong Lake Poad.
between livesnois ang Ceooks, Troy
(@48) 3982125

Southfield Prestytesian Church
The ditectors of Fecking af the BluesiA

Tribute 1o Bessie Smith) and Dance
Theater of Michigan are auditioning for
dancers. singers. musicians, actors and
comedians. 3 pm. Saturday, Jan 18
and 25, 2003, 21573 W 10 Mite,
Southfield, Calt (248) 552-5001 or (248)
942-3243 for audition appuintments
and directions

Splrit of Detrolt Sweet Adzline
The chorus audilions women lot four-
prt harmony from {12 pm every
Tuesday at St Paul Prestriecian
Chureh. 7475 Five Mile, one block west
of Inkster, Livonia. (248) 6812578

Yillage Players
Auditions for Cyrano De Bergerst 130
pm Sunday-Monday. Jan. 2627, ot the
olaynouse. 34640 Koodward,
Birmingharn for performances March
14:23.(248) 6451874

The Vocal Arts Ensemble of Michigan
A wornng 3 capeha Renaissance
Qroup 1 1ts 11t year 1 holding auds-
tions for &ito, lenor and bass voices
The reperloire 15 both sacred 2nd sec-
ufar and interactive with audiences.
Call Cindy Keleman (734} 941-5735 for
Sudiion dates

¥histle Stop Players
Auditions for childeen age 6 and up for
spuing louring production of Famous
Folk Tates trem Around the Worid 630+
8 pm. Sunday. Jan. 12, and Thursday.
Jaa. 16, at the Piymouth Community
Arts Council 774 Horth Sheldon at
Junction. For perfarmances Aprd 6-8
at arts council. April 717 1n tocat
schoals $150 for arls coynol mem:
bers, students membership availsble
for $30 1734) &16-4278

Through reader feedback, this inter-
active feature is dedicated to helping
readers (ocate retail merchandise
1hat's difficult to find. If where 3
product is sold or service is avail-
able, call (249) 901-2555 and leave 3
message with your name and phone
oumber, Please be patient about
your requests and feedback: we
recelve an overwhelming numbet of
phone calls. Also, please spall any
uncememon items. If you don't see
infarmation about your reguest, we
couldn't find it. Requests are pub-
lished twice.

WHAT WE FOUND
- Breck shampoo can be purchased
al area Metjet's, CVS and Spartan
storas.
- Donn Kenney siacks in large sires
can be purchased at Re-Run
Consignment slore (134) 522-2868
and through the JT. Penney calalog
- Pollsh beer Zagorka can be pur-

WHERE CAH | FIND?

chased at the beer and v.Ine store
next to Bob Evans on Middiebelt and
Schoolcraft roads and at
Shawerman's on Five Mile and
Merriman. {734) 421-0830.

WHAT WE'RE LOOKING FOR
= Astore that sells small baws for
the front of shaes for Alice of
Canton,
-+ Someone who repalrs snow
globes for Jeanette of Redford.
- An automoblle service garage that
is open on weekends and until mid-
night ducing the wee {focation
ynhnawn maybe in the Livonla area)
for Hargaret of Westland.
- Astore that sells an old-fashioned
back scratchers for Leo of
Redlord Tawnship.
- A store that sefls Stewast Littls
stickers for Hafal
- The cookbook Home Cooking trom
Women's Circle magatine {broccoli
soup on the cover) for Carmen.
- Astore that sells Weight Watchers

Tl'lin'o—'ﬂi:

8:00 PM

FRIDAY IS FAMILY
« i Tickets
« 14 Hot fiogs
« 4 gadag
oy T-ahh-ts
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butter spray for popcorn for Ann of
Wastfand.

- Astore (hat sells a Zirinch sitver
befl (Service Merchandise used to sell

them) insciibed aith 1he year for
Xenny of Radford

- Comgrlad by Sandi Jarackas

February

Olymplakntert .Lm?em.uxn.

Tickets available ot the Fol T)\emn bor office,

Hockeytown fiout service charges) =2
andatall udm rs, including Marshall
Fields. Charge ASKISIS or order onine gt 07"

'$38 Gift Certificate
to Farmer Jack!

Btop by tho Farmer Jack booth at the

R003 Plymouth International Ioe Boulpture

Bpectacular from January 15-18. Guess the

number of Hills Bros Coffee beann in the

1os soulpture and win & $R8 gift cortificate
to Farmer Jaokl!
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