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Follow Main
Street's leaders

A core group of peaple concerned nbout downtown
Farmington took two days out of their busy weeks last
week to attend a kind of “boot camp” in Pontiac.

They included business people, officials and citizens
who have been participating in the Main Street process,
which gives our community three years of assistance in
redeveloping the downtown area. Participants learned
about the challenges ahead, but they also gained an
enthusiasm and energy for meeting those challenges
head-on,

Consultants have identified downtown Farmington's
biggest problem, which should come as a surprise to no
onc. We have two “downtowns” - the historic corridor on
Grand River and the Downtown Farmington Business
Center, which local residents have complained is becom-
ing Discount City with the addition of Bargain Boaks, 2
Dollar Store and other deep discount chains.

1t would be easy to give up, using the argument that the
Center'’s corporate owners can't be forced ta revamp their
tennnt list. Their bottom line is - and should be - keeping
their stores occupied and turning a profit.

Instead, Main Street has opened up the floodgates of cre-
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ative thought. Consider what might happen if Fe
marketed the entire downtown business district to create a
waiting list of prospects, avaitable whenever a space apens
up. Consider the possihilities for vast wealth of city-owned
parking lots, which could be developed in a configuration
that swwould invite pedestrinn traffic.

It scems to us the image developing in the mists of &
new b ing is onc of cooperation, not confr ion
of promoting possibilitics rather than fearing what we
have never before done,

The possibilities scem limited only by the collective
imagination of those who get involved in this process.
The folks who sacrificed valuable time and encrgy last
u.icck deserve a word of thanks for stepping up to the

nte.

P ‘They've set an example we encourage everyone in the
community to follaw.

Donations needed by
charities year-round

Needy familics don't get hungry or cold just on
Thanksgiving and Christmas.

That's why it's important to donate to charities
throughout the year,

“People arc in need alt year long.” says Roscllen Loye-
Bucy, exccutive dircctor of Lighthouse Emergency
Services for more than theee years.,

Most of us get into the Christmas spirit during the holi-
day season, contributing gifls to Toys for Tots, dropping
coins in Salvation Army kettles, adopting a family
through Lighthouse Emergency Services.

It makes us feel to help our fellow man — and we
get a year-end tax deduction to boot.

Yet most charitable organizations — Lighthouse, the
Salvation Army, United Way, cte. — depend on contribu-
tions year-round to help needy families the other 11
months of the year,
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)| d a peanut butter and

1 or P
jelly drive in the spring so struggling families have some-
thing to serve their children for lunch during the summer
when they can't eat subsidized school lunches.

Lighthouse gets about 5 to 10 pereent of its donations
during the holiday season, and much of that goes toward
food baskets for holiday micals, says Loye-Bucy. Yet the
agency needs contributions to assist needy families and
scniors with prescriptions, utility bills, groceries and
other ongoing expenses.

The Salvation Army gets about 60 percent of its fund-
ing at Chri i says Tanya Ni ko, director of
pubdlic i for the Sal Army's h
Michigan division. “We still need to raise the other 40
pereent. The less funding we get, the less programming
we can do.”

This year, it's even more important to extend charitable
giving past the holidays.

Since most people give 1o United Way through their work-
place, any business that hasn't been contacted by United Way
can write to 50 Wayne Street, Pontiac, M1, 48342,

Those wanting to contribute to Lighthouse can send
checks to the Clarkston office, 6330 Sashabaw, Clarkston,
MI, 48346, or the Pontinc office, 46156 Woodward Ave,,
Pontiac, MI, 48342.

Send Salvation Army donations to 16130 Northland
Drive, Southfield, MI, 48075,
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Former Farmington clty councliman and candidate for ¢ity manager il Hartsock displayed good humor at the ribbing he took durlng Thursday night’s
roast of retlred city manager Frank Lauho!l. As serlous as focal government can be, It's nlce to see everyone stil has a sense of humer.

Bias complaint

I've become so tired of your paper. The
only things you ever seem to write about
pertain to 1, tnulticultural
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debt in the form of treasury bills, notes,
and bonds. In addition, the bureau
reports §2.7 trillion uflr}lr'n‘gm-lcr?mcnulxl

that includes climinating the taxation of
dividends. The endlng of this tax has
been a long time coming.

P 3

debt. For the math y
in Washi; lh!s.wtuls $6.3 trillion.

diversity and other liberal topics.

But your bins went over the top when
you showed only Jennifer Granholm and
other Democrats ou the fiont of your
peper on election eve.

Newspapers are entitled to their own
opinion, but professional journulists
know that those opinions are reserved for
the editorial page. .

Therefore, I have canceled my sub-
scription to your paper. However, Lam
submitting something (below) that is
worthwhile and pertains to the oaly race
and gender that your paper never lauds.

Notify me of the edition that thisis
printed in and I will renew my subscrip-
tion,

stine |. Koskl "

In addition to g the debt,

already pay a tax on their
profits prior to deducting their dividend
Therefore, the income that

T
politicinns lied about a budget “surplus®
For the past few years, Americans were
told government income execeded expen-
ditures for the first time in decades and
the governnent paid off some of Its obli-
gations, The government did pay off
some of the publicly-held debt, but at the
same time increased the intragovernmen-
tul debt.

From fiscal year 1997 to 2002, the
national debt rose cach year from $5.4
trillion to $6.2 trillion. I wonder how
much debt we would hove tated

allows dividends to occur has already
been tnxed once. That dividenda received
get taxed o second time is not appropH-
ate. It is indeed double taxution,
Furthermore, at this thme we need
every incentive possible to make the stock
market look like an attractive investment
option again. If our markets continue to
perform at a sluggish pace we risk delay-
ing our cconomic recavery, and reduce

- our chances to maximlize econoric

growth. And economic growth means job

without the “surplus™
Now if $6.3 trilllon seems rather large,
brace yoursell. Liabilities include all
ial abligati not just the ainount

Farmington Hills

We dedicate the first Monday in August
to honor the Euro-Judaic (white) male
and entitle it “White Male Apprecintion
Day"

This day is sct aside to show our deep
appreciation to him for providing the cre-
ative genius, through God, responsible
for everything we have that’s mechanical
or clectrical; for Initiating the vast mojor-
ity of the inedical rese: allowing us to
be the healthiest humans an carth; and
in America, for devaloping our
Constitutional, eapitalistic form of gov-
emment creating the world's freest and
highest standard of living.

We appreciste him giving us the autos
we drive, the clothes we wear, the food we
cat and the houses we live in. Thanks,
too, for the tremendous electronic speech
and video conveyances without which
entertainers and media people could
hardly survive. Thanks for the computers,
houschold appli and i 1
other conveniences he's provided also.

Our decpest gratitude is extended to
the 300,000 white males in the Union
Army who gave their lives during the
Civil War. That's more Americans than
died during \:iclnam, Korea, World \}hu-]

of dcht. For corporations, examples of
additional linbilitics include retirement
and insurmnee beucefits to be paid in the
future.

‘The Social Sccurity Administration
reports their fraudulent trust fund has
Jong-term unfunded lability of $25 tril-
lion while Medicure's unfunded liability
stands at $17 trillion, While future

growth - hing all of us cait agree
on.
o1 M, Cumming
Farmington Hills
Joln pro-fife

Jan, 22, 2003, marks the 30th annjver-
sary of the Supreme Court deeision on
Roe vs, Wade. For 30 years, this country
has lived with the reality that a woman at
any time cen kill her unborn baby.

Michigan newspapers eannot be read
lately without some pretty little picture of

reforms such as personal rocial security  Jennifer Gennholm; the Observer even
accounts and medical savings accounts had one recently with her and Aldo
could reduce these linbitities, the Inckof  Vagnozzi, our own loeal “pro-choice” rep-
honest dial between Republi ive. She s qu alotas being
and Democrats offers little hope forthe  so concerned about children. She is pie-
near term, tured at interfaith prayer services.

To put this into perspective, Worldcom Docs anyone really believe this

over-repotted earnings by §7 billion
while Washington underreports its liabil-
ities by over §40 TRILLION, But

Wash " ; i

doesn't stop there. The General
Accounting Office discovered $17.3 bil-
lion in unreconciled transactions last fis-
cal year. This means the federal govern-
ment conld not account for more money
than Worldcom and Enrun misstated as
carnings.

1In addition, Congress pluys with the
books ta avoid spending caps. When try-
ing to avoid the cap, Congress will declare
expenditures as “otf-budget” or classify

and the Re y War hi:
These men made the ultimate sacrifice to
rid this country of slavery.

Thanks for providing today's slave
descendants an environment far superior
for their African kin and, more justly, far
superior to the descendants of the b{nck
tribes that captured and sold their ances-
tors into slavery.

Sincerely, .

All factunlly honest American people

More scandal

Phil Power expresses his outrage at the
ingly inadi and istent

punishment meted out to the corporate
exccutives responsible for the recent
accounting scandnls ("Wall Strect insid-
crs always end up OK").

Unfortunately, he failed to shine a light
on the largest accounting seandal in the
history of the United States and the cul-
prits behind it.

As of Jan. 2, the Bureau of the Public
Debt reports $3.6 trillion as publicly-held

them as " ies” or "move” expen-
ditures into the previous year to free up
maore money for the current year,

So while Congress attacks corporate
America and demands accountability,
they turn a blind eyc to their own abuses,
Docs this somchow forgive the deceit and
fraud itted by a few corporntions?
Absolutely not. Executives should be
prosecuted and, if found guilty, thrown
into prison.

But at the same time, let's send them
some cellmates from Washington. Let's
vestore confidence in the economy
applying the same standards to govern-
ment officials as corporate executives.

Sutten
farmington Hitts
Favors stimulus package

Our nation and our state are still facing
an economic climate that could
described as uncertain, I think its a good
thing that the President of our country is
proposing an economic stimulus package

woman? Does she eare about the forty
mill lmlu: lives since the abortion was
legalized? Docs she really believe her God
creates life just so some woman can suck
itinto a sink?

1 know these are not nice words. I am
not trying to be dramatic. It just that
there are no nice words to deseribe this
horror that takes place in our great coun=
try every day - over 4,000 tinmies a day.

1 pray that you all consider this Jan. 22,
2003, whether or not go\l veally belicve
that abortion is great for women and
great for this country. If you agree with
me, get involved in the pro-life move-
ment.

Cloulla Tafte
Farmington Hilts

" SHARE YOUR OPINIONS - '

We welcome your letters to the edtor. Please
include your name, 2ddress and phone rumber
for verification. We ask that your fetters be 400
wor:ls ir fess. We may edit for clarity, space gnd
conten
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3340 Grand River
Farmington, Mi 48335
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- Farmington Councilwoman JoAnn MeShane, on the downtown sldewaik sign ban




