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Chelsea’s Jeff Daniels promotes Iatest movie

BY KURT AXTHONY KRUG
CORRESPORDIRT

Actor Jeff Danicls says he
found it easy to work with the
writer and the director of Super
Sucker, the second film
relensed by Purple Rose Films,
headquartered in Michigan,

"We had a single vision,” said
the Chelsen-based actor, who
was promoting his Intest film at
the Emngine in Novi last weck.
“They all worked well together”

Then again, it helps that the
lead actor, v, and director
are ane and the same,

“There's really an advantage
to heing all three,” said Daniels,
47, who wrote, directed, and
starred in Super Sucker, in
which he plays Fred Barlow, 2
vacnum cleaner salesman who

decides to market his appliance
as o sex toy after he catches his
wife in bed with a vacuum
cleaner,

“T'had a friecnd who wasa
vacuum ¢leaner salesman,”
Danicls explained. “He had
plenty of stories. The passion
for his product had many comic
possibilities, Super Sucker had
such an outrageous story.”

Daniels thoroughly
researched the sales pitches and
the war stories of vacuum elean-
er salesmen, He even attended o
regional vacuum cleaner sales
convention, From that point,
the characters were born.

LOCAL ACTORS

He wanted to cast actors

from the Purple Rose Theatre .

Company (with the exception
of Dawn Wells of Gilligan's
Island), a non-profit profes-
sional theater he founded in
1991, which showcases the tal-
ents of actors, directors, play-
wrights, and designers from
all over the Midwest in
Chelsea. i

I knew from day one that
wanted to cast this with Purple
Rose actors, 30 I wrote ol of
these parts for npcclf'c people
out of that company,” sa;
Daniels, "I've worked with all
these actors and [ know (their
strengths). I think if the per-
formances come to life then at
the end of the movie these are
real people...these actors really
delivered.

*They loved the chance to
make a feature film. They have

& great work ethic and passion
and talent for film-making.
Some actors from Escanaba in
da Moonlight and Super Sucker
appeared in 8 Mile (the
Eminem gangster movie filmed
in Detroit), That's great. They
only get better and better. The
fun we had (off-camern) trans-
lates onscreen. There was
never 2 bad day; it was u joy to
£o to work”

This is Daniels’ sccond time
behind the cameri. His first
time out was an independent
film production of his play of
the same name, Escanuba in da
Moonlight, released in 2001.
The indie flick was shown on
48 sereens in Michigan and
‘Wisconsin, grossing more than
$2.3 million, scoring 202nd in
Variety magazine'’s Tup
Grossing Films of 2001,

Inspired by directors with
whom he'd worked — such as

-4
Je!f Danlels, as door-to-door vacuum
¢leaner salesman, Fred Barlow, in the
movle Supersucker,

partsin anchuckcr. com-
pared to the 13 in Escanaba.

One of the challenges direc-
tors face is peeding more time
and money.

“You're always nsking for
another week. Then you get
that weck and then you want
another week.”

debut in 1981's Ragtime.

However, his breakout role as
Flap Horton, Debra Winger's
plnl\ndcnng husband was in
1983's Terms of Endearment.

Same of his better known
roles include Ross Jennings
who had to overcome his fear of
spiders in 199
Arachnophobia; SWAT cop
Harry Temple who was shot by
partner Keanu Reeves in order
to take him “out of the equa-
tion” when he wae held hostage
by madman Dennis Hopper in
199+'s Speed; and, of course,
Harry Dunne in 199+4's Dumb
and Dumberwith Jim Carrey.
He won critical praise for his
portrayal of George
Washington in 2000's The
Crossing.

Contrary 1o the rumors, nei-
ther Daniels nor Carrey are
appearing in the Dumb and
Dumber follow-up duc out this
summer.

“It's just two young guys
doing r dead-on impersonation
ofus,” Danicls said. =
(Carrey) decides to do asequel,
I'll e involved.”

After Super Sucker, his next
film is reprising his role ol
Joshua Chambertain in Gods
and Generals, the prequel to
19935 Gettysburg”

He nlso wants to continue
writing and directing for Purple
Rose Films. e has three more
ideas in mind.

“I was very happy with the
regional success of Escannba,
he said. “I want to continue to
make comedies. 'm always
jooking for funny ideas.”

president change it, especinlly
since Amcricans Against the
Sexual Abuse of Home

l/\pplinm-rs (AASAHA) called
her.

It's evident Wells has fun
poking fun at hersclf, stating
that Barlow's actions are
besmirching the image of a
wholesome inale fantasy pop
icon. When her lawyer suys,
“We feel this js something
Ginger would have uwd. refer-
ring 10 it s
character on Gi
Wells responds, “You got that
right.”

This was
in an otherwise unfunoy movie,
1t goes downhill from there ns
Fred demonstrates the attach-
ment for womnen st a country
club nnd his cmployee,
Leonard, (8 il S
des durm), Tis sales pitch.
{toward ends up sprinting
naked down the street with 20

e

fv:v.t of vacuum hose attached
. let's just say a very intimate
nrcn 1n short, it simply con-
sists of cheap, failed attempts at
sight gngs and contrived une-
liners.

THIS IS HUMOR?

I'm no prude, but this movie
really erossed tie line of good
Raunchy doest’t even
be it It also
doesn’t know whether to be
subtle about its humor or bln~
1ant. § was really looking for-
wird ¢t cing this, beeause 1
like Daniels, but Super Sucker
Teft a had taste ln iy maouth,
SG4,000 question I have
Jidn't Danicls do
something along the fines of hix
ather mavies — giex] moviea —
like 1998's Pleasantvilleor
1991’ The Butcher's Wife? T
Know he's on n shoe-string
budget but this is all he coutd
come up with?

The ivony Is Danicls — who's
shared the sereen with Jack
Nicholson, Dennis Hopper,
Keanu Reeves, Clint Eastwood,
Reese Witherpoon, and Joan
Allen, among others

taste,

him play George Washington in
The Crnssing ot serinl killer
Buddy Noone in Jast year's
Blood Work with Eastwood?
He has plenty of range as an
actor. While I didnt care for
the content of this movie, this is
the second film he's directed
and he's comie leaps and bounds
as a director since 2001's
Escanahba. Let’s hope he can
pen a better seript the next
time around.

Don't fret, if vou'te waiting
for agoml Daniels filt, Gods
rerals, a proqued to
Gertaabumg comes ont in
afew months.

Rated R. Frofamity. sexual innuendo;
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