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Workers were putting finishe
ing touches on a videoconfer-
encing center Tuesday, The
room iy equipped with special
projection equipment.

“This is really directed
towen] the business communi-
ty,” Papai sald, "to allow them
to do conferencing all aver the
world”

She added n staff member
will be appainted 1o oversee all
of the libraryk new high-tech
offeriugs; no one has been
selected, bt some staffers do
have technicat experience and
teaining.

On the maln and lowee lev-
cls, the newly expanded facility
blends high-tech amenities
with special arcas focused on
local history, husinexs connecs
tions and reading readiness for
children. 1t {s part hands-on
Ix‘nl_[nlng. part art gallery, part
café,

And don't forget the books,

thousands of them.
‘The newest anes willbe kept
an “signature shelving.” whiel

hins a tittle moee flale but the
aame cherrywood finish as the
regular stacks,

Therel even a section for
those offered for aale by the
Triends of the Libran

The café, aptly named The
Book Mark, Is apemted by
Mnry Koczarn, a Farmiagton
Hills resident and forumer
awner of the Coflee Reanery n
Twelve Oaks Mall. She said ber
wenn will be very stinilar,
offering Mwvored coffees, tea,
hot chal, pound cake, muftios,
Bagels und mayhe even soup,
depending on customer
TespRInee,

Iatrons wilt be ablo to take
their deinks and oud into the
library; Koczara hav done
research to find cups with lds
that ure less inclined to spill.

“\We hope theyre very sue-
cesaful” Pupal quipped,
“hecnuse the By gets » per-
ventige of thelre proflts®

Librarian Tina Thiecke sald
the success af a sell check-ont
In the chilldren’s sectlon ol the
downtown Farmington heary
khould be mirrored insfmilar
mnchines in the Ml A scans
uer reads bar-coded lihrry
eards and cotputer chips
embedded in materiats,

‘The ehips are also part of
the new antomnted check-ln
mnchinery, which Thiecke salkd
will likely gain a great deal of
public attention,

Warkens from Minnesotn-

e Tech Layie Systews

vere b the librry this week
maklng sure the system ds fully
operational,

Boaks come in through drop
sluts and pass under n chip
render above a conveyur belt,
Thiecke explained.

They are then sorted and
dropped vnto s atanud that
automntically Joads the boaks
into carts.

“When you check out overa
willion books a year, it really

colng to minlmize the mnnual
ubor involved in handling.”
e sald,

But the most papular part of
the libmry = at least for the
SOUnger set - will most cer-
tainly be the children’s section
in the lower level, Papa aaid
the library board didn't decide
to expand that area until
August of last year.

Eighteen montha ago, she
visfied St Paitl, Minn,, to see
the Tech Lagic book sorting
system in action and the
Minnesota Children’s
Musenmn,

“I renlly made me think
ahout why we're in buslness
and what our role should be,
she said,

Rather than belng “doers,”
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The rew Gdeery addition is open to patrons.

librarians are now more facili-
tators, d(\inf what they can to
support and help a childy first
and best teachers: parents.

Fram a chill-controlled
videa at the (oot of the stales o

nuanent learning stations
ike “Ilay It™ or *Hear It," the
library's lower lovel is directed
toward improving reading
readiness n children from
toddlers on up.

Called "Smart Start.” the
project is funded through the
Farmington Friends of the

Library.

It miaslon is simple: Ty
scrve as & hands-on, interac-
tive learning enviconment for
children ages 6 and undee and
their adutt guests,

The “Rell It station, fur
example, is constructedi tike a
giant ¥nok that can be apened
for story time, The inside is
tackable materlal for visual
aids, and shelving kecps the
collection of stuffed animalx

and other props libearians use
{n onder.

In *Build 1" parents with
toddiers can set thelr children
Inside a play area that allows
them to safely crawl through,
enjoying specinl Images and
toys that act as sensury {npat.

"The whole object a to help
connect tha little synapses in
the brain,” Papal sald, “Eachy
station also has a st of activi-
ties parents can do with their
children at home”

Dinosaurs hinve invaded an
clementary learning room, the
Kokoro dlnosaurs from
California.

They were made by the same
company that did the crea-

Library
dedication
details

‘The Farmington Hills
branch of the Farmington
Community Library at
3737 W, 12 Mile Road in
Farmington Hills, will be
dedicated Sunday, Jan. 26,

The grand opening ocle-
bration vl be held frum 2-
6 pan., with a dedication
ceeemnany 81 3 p.m. in the
secound floar meeting room.
Lght refreshiments will be
cateredd by the tbrary's Book
Mark Coffee Cafe.
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children sltting on a half-aize
tricerntops. The head of a T-

Rex popa out of the opposite
wall, mouth agape.

A special, limlted exhiblt
featises foasillzed dinosaur
remains enclosed in adeep
woeden box filled with sand.
Kids will be given bruches and
the u‘ppuuunlly to QlAy \CS

tures for the movie Dinotop
however because they aren't
mechanized, kids can huve a
more hands-an experlencu.

“These are lntentionally
touchable,' Papal aaid.

On Sunday, parents will be
able to take pictures of thelr

R the
boues from cons past.
‘The University of Michigan

Natural Sclence Museum is
helping with that area, which
also Includes a table where
kids can create rubbings of dif
feremt types of dinosanrs,
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