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No apologies for
diverse coverage

Last week on this page, we published a letter that
begged to differ with our perceived emphasis on multicul
tural Issues.

For the recotd, in thin case perception ia reality, What
you sce {n our of Farmi and Farming
Hills is o decided emphasis on diversity and the chal-
lenges It presenta. Why? It's news,

It's news beeause childeen in our schools speak mare
than 80 different languages and dialects.

It’s newy because nli across America, people have been
under suspiclon based on skin color, whether it's Driving
‘While Black or Living While Arab.

It's news because, in the wise words of Farmington
Bonrd of Education President Linda Enberg, as far as
we've come, wo'vo atill got a ways to go,

Diveraity defines and  enhances  the
Farmington/Farmington Hills arca. Where else could you
find Everest Express, o Nepaleso restaurant, and a place
called Brenda's Beana and Greens within n few miles of
ench other?

‘The fabrie of our community includes se many dlfferent
colored strands nad to ignore them Is to close our eyes to
the beautiful tapestry they've created.

Docs that mean we don't appreciate the contributions
of white people? Of course not.

Converantlons about diverslty should never be about
pmlsin[i one at the expense of the other. Conversations
about ¢ iveraity rhould never {nvolve a competition,
hecause this fan't an {szuc of who's better and whao's worse,
who' right and who's wrong.

Everyone makes contributions, and the light shines
cqually on those who go above and beyond the call of
duty In Farmington ond Farmington Hills, The anme
holds true of our natlon, on balance. It easy to forget the
civil righta movement began less than 80 yoars ngo.

We have come a long way since then, But an equally
long rond Hes ahead,

1t called the future. And it walts for no man, no matter
what the color of his skin, :

Cutting education
funds isn't the answer

Local achoul systems got n jolt Inat week,

Gov. Jennifer Granholm announced that, unleas the
Legislature acts, ghe would cut achool foundatlon grants
by an average of $86 per pupll for this year. The basle
foundation grant is $6,700 per pupll.

Granholm acted because of a shortfall of $127 miliion
In the atate’s $12.7 billion school ald budget and a state
law requiring a balanced school budget. The actlon fuol-
lowed ements that foundation grants would be
frazen for the next two school years.

The state Legislature has 30 days to act before
Granholin's plan takes effect and the Democratic gover-
nor has said she is willing to work with the Republlean-
dotminated Legislature to find some solution to the prob-
lem caused by the steep decline in tax revenues,

State Rep. John Stewart (R-Plymouth) called
Granholm's move "pmmrlnf in an effort 1o motivate the
1egls) to delay pl ductions {n the simall busi-
nesa tax and the personal {ncome tax.

“The economy Is expected to begln its recovery this
apring, which means tax receipts will start to grow,”
Stewart sald. "If we put a pause on the reduction in the
slugle business tax and personal income tax, we can come
up with a balanced budget”

The foundation t cuts will have & major impact on
all of our achool districts, which have alrendy budgeted
for the year hased on expected atate funding,

Wayne-Westland Supt. Greg Baracy, whose district
conld lose $930,000 in state atd, was especially eritical of
the decision.

“It's only become n erisis for the school districts beeause
the atate is shifting its problem to us.” Baracy said, “We
honored our commitmedt to be prudent and turn dis-
tricts around and they have to adopt a philosophy to
honor thelr commitment to us”

Granholm has said that school districts could absorb
cuts in state funding if they “tighten their belts” Many
districts already find th Ivea strapped to maintai
necessary programs and are beginning to assess the dnm-
age of cutting atate funding in the middle of a school year.

Tt ia now time for the govemor and the Legisiature to
lhite the bullet and delay the planned tax reductions and
restore foundation geant funding. Our future is in our
schools.
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Students from Glll and ood Creek Efementary Schools sang together in perfect harmony during Sunday night's stlrring Candle Light Walk ceremany, beld
to honor the memory of clvll tlghts activist Or, Martin Luther King Jr.

=

What's going on?

What in the world {s golng on with the
admlutsiration of the City of
Farmington? The city inannges Frank
LauholF retires ond the clty councll
deeldes to waste God knows how much
money on a “fill-n” manager?

What in the world is going on? For the
few weeks that It will take the new man-
ager o give totlee to hia former employer
and move hiere fn Fasmington, we've got
ta have u lempornry mannger?

Whint do we have an asslstant clty man-
ager for? What do we have department
Tieads for ? Are these peaple so Incompe-
tent that they can't hold it together fora
few weeks? 1s the elty ol Farmil

LETTERS

(This {nformntlon was obtalned from
the Animal Legal Defense Fund, a
national nonprofit arganlzation of attor-

Should President Bush offer private
enterprise (he Incentive of allowing it to
keep miore of its awn money and grow the
or stifle it with the polltics of

neys, law atud law profi and
other legal professionals who work to
ensute the enforcement of state and fed-
cral anlmal protectlon laws.)

cInss envy? Do we prefer salariesina
campetitive marketpluce, or good unens-
ployment benefits in a welfare etate?

i ion was asked,

Qaorge Sarklsl
Farmington Hills

Democrats ignore thelr own

Denoctats weee quick to condemn
‘Trent Lott for his rclst remarks at Strom
Thurmonds birthday party, citing that
his apologies were insufficient given hls

%0
fingilo that the city coutel] and the mayor
can't [lxmlbly oversee things for this short
period of time?

Wha authorires the waste of money in
hiring n “substititte” to hold down a LK'&‘(
in city hull? Are there nuy blg decislons
golog to be made by this fill In person?
No. Are there any union contracts in
negatintion that n All-i ger needs
lm approve? No. And there ngain, should
hwe?

Comie ot Funnington residents, "rise-
up” und volee your anger at this waste of
onr tax dollams, Hold these people
accountable, Mr. Richards, till in for the
jobthiat you above all siould know best.
1ot the other departinent heads do their
jobs and we'lt nl{ be Just fine.

Frank Lauhoffs teaving lsn't the end of
the world, Surely we can trust the depart-
wment heads to "steer the ship” for this
shurt perfod,.if we can’t maybe we
should knvite them to “retire” too,

Ralph Meyers
Farmington

Anlmal cruelty

Animnl abuse ix n crime punishable by
Tnw in all 50 states. Intentiona] cruclty to
nnlmals is generlly not an folated inel-
dent. Studics conducted during the last
23 years have substantinted the connec-
tion hetween violent behavior directed
townard animinls and violent crimes
ngainst humans and property.

The B! began documenting the con-
neetion in the late 19701 by questioning
comvicted multiple murderers about their
animal abuse histories. Almost hall’
admitted to torturing and killing animala
as adolescents,

A reeent Massachusetts study tracked
the eriminal records of intentiona) ani-
mnl abusers and compared themtoa
contral group. it concluded that the peo-
ple who intentionally abused animals
were five times more likely to commit
vialent crimies against prople, four times
mare likely to commil property crimes
and three times more like to have a
record for diug or disonderly conduct
offenses,

1n anather recent study, 71 pereent of
battered wamen in v shelter reported that
their battering domestic partner had
harmed or killed or threatened to harm
or hill the family pet,

Intentional eruelty to animnls is & seri-
ous erime and should be teeated as
ngggressively as any othee form of yio-
Tenee.

sordld past,

Moreover, Sen. Christopher Dodd (D-
Conn.) stated that if a Democratic leader
made such remarks, they would simllarly
call for that person to step aside.

1t was clther a atter of canvenlence or
forgetfultiess for Democrats to ignore the
March 4, 2001 comments by Sen, Robert
Byrd (D-W. Va.) to Ty Snow on Fox
News when he complained about *white
niggera” This cane from the same man
who was an avid member of the Ku Klux
Klan in the 19203, referred to blacks as
"race mongrels” in the 19408, nnd spent
14 houns filibustering agalust the 1964
Civil Rights Act.

Apparently, Mr. Byrd's written apology
for hia crass statements were sufficlent to
satisfy the NAACP, the Congressional
Black Caucus, Jesse Jackson, Al Sharpton
and other civil rights groups as none of
them publicly condemnad him, 1ts also
Interesting that Tom Daschle, Maxine
Waters, Nancy Pelosi and others chose
not to {ssue n single press release regard-
Ing his comments.

1f Democrats are truly appalled by any
racist or ethnic slurs, then why have they
ignored and/or forgiven Robert Byrda

comments?
Daznlal G, Dubin
Farmington Hills

Dividend tax

The dividend tax cut has not been pro-
posed to benefit the wealthy (the real tax-
payers), but to restart the economy.

Prople planning for the future want a
safe place for their savings and spare
money. Industries that are hammered by |
trind Iawyers and environmentalists are
avoided.

Job-creating corporations cannot offer
a good return use profits are taxed 25
percent, then the sharcholder pays 25
percent tax on dividends, The goven-
ment’s take of 60 percent docs not leave
much ive or capital for expanal
When investors don't find anything
attractive the economy becomes stalled.

How much revenue would be coflected
{fthe government taxed 100 percent of all
{ncome over $200,000? That question
reportedly brought stupendous estimates,
all of them false, No on# would produce if
everything were confiscated; the correct
answer is zero. Revenue would be the
same il no taxes were levied, but jobs and
investments would slytocket. Some taxes
are needed, but soaking the rich to pro-
vide for the poor makes everyone poor.

T
“What can you do for your country?”
Does the current gencration demand to
know, “What can your country do for
you?” Free enterprise can cumpete with
anything except big guvernment,
Capltatism made us prosperous - why
did “profit” become an ugly word?
Iucidentally, the death tax may teke 55
percent of everything left, and that’
another story.
Hank
Faymington

Brady says thanks

As [ take the bench this week, I
thought It an appropriate time to publicly
thank my maany friends and supporters
and all those who voted for me i our
recent judicial mee.

It 1ok a small army of people to build
and erect conumercial signs, distribute
and plck up lawn signs, fold and stulf’
envelopes, “man” polling places and send
"Neighbor-to Nelghbor” cards. A candi-
date must also have people and business-
es who are receptive to the idea of visibly
and publicly supporting a candidate by
Lﬂndngu sign b their yard or at their

usiness. To cach and every one of you 1
agnin say "Thank-you®,

1 must also thank all of you who
shawed your conlidence in my campalgn
by casting your ballot for me, I have some
big shoea to fill. Judge Fred Harris woaa
great judge who served our communities
with honesty, integrity and intelligence. 1
can only promise to serve with the same
ideals in mind and to listen to all who
come before me and decide cach cazeina
fair manner consistent with the law,

Finally, 1 would again like to thank my
entire, and rather large, family; but most
of all, my kids, Annie, Mary and Jimimy,
and my wifc, and best friend, Diane, for
their love and understanding during the
long campaign process. It was truly a
team effurt and we had a great team.

Jim Brady
Farmington Kills

" SHARE YOUR OPINIOKS '

We welcome your letters to the editor. Please
inctude your name. address and phone number
for verification, We ask that your letters be 400
words of less, We may edit for clarity, space ang
content.
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QUOTABLE

“No other facility In our society has access to parents of very young children fike the [brary does.”

- Farmington Community Library Executive Director Bev Papal




