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have entered their lymph nodes
have a much worse potential
for survival. Mclanoma kills
7,400 Americans each year,
more than one person each

hour. The average five-year sur-

vival rate for melanoma
patients is about 89 percent.
But once the cancer spreads to
the lymph nodes, the survival
rate drops to » range of 13 per-
cent to 70 pereent, depending

or: how many lymph nodes con-

tain melanoma cells.

_For years, surgeona removed
entire sections of the lymphatic
system of many paticnta with
melanoma, just in case the can-
cer had spread. But only about
10 t0 20 percent of these
patients actually turned out to
have cancer celis in their lymph
nodes - 50 many had under-
gone the invasive and poten-
t{nlly dangerous surgery for no
rhal reason. As a result, studles

patients who had a node dis-
skction, as the operation is
called, didn't have a better
chance of survival,

ACCORATE MAPPING

fScm*\cl tymph node mep-
ping can determine exactly
whichpticnts need node dis-
skctib @nd further treatment
sfrch as interferon and radia-
tion. ¢ illows doctors to sce

hich Jymph nodes drain the
cancerouy region, and to deter-
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