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meetings but agreed the policy
should be equally applied.

Bates last year reactivated
the long dormant policy when
a resident kept speaking even
after being given a warning to
wrap up her comments,

Councilman Chrit McRae,
the former mayor pro tem, had
the respansibility of keeping
track of the tims limit, but
rdmitted he couldn't concen-
trate on what the persou was
saying and keep track of the
time a3 well.

Officials agreed to have
administrators investigate
bringing in a mechanical
device with green, yellow and
red lights to keep track of the
time limit.

The council also agreed to
allaw five minutes per person
or group to address the council
in the public comment portion
of the agenda.

No follow-up date was set.
At the council's most recent
mecting, Bates announced the
time limit has been lifted until
further action by the council.
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Court, before Judge James
Brad;

y.

Dressed in black jeans and 3
T-shirt, he had a bruised right
eye. He stood mute to the
charges; a not-guilty plea was
entered on his behalf,

Police said Semak crashed
his Camaro into a tree around
4:45 a.m. and drove the vehi-
cle a few blocks away before
abandoning it and leaving the
victims trapped. The fire
department had to use extrica-
tion tools to free the two men.

FROM PAGE A
éivision's Historic Preservation

rogram
*, @ JoAnn Browning, associ-
ste planner with the Oukland
County Planning and
feonomic Development
Division who devotes part of
her responsibilities to adminis-
trative and program tasks

® Michelle Bishop, technieal
assistant with the Oakland
County Planning and
Ecanomic Services Division
who handles p i

number of actions; among
them, establishing & new Main
Street committee and volun-
teer development program,
developing an effective calen-
dar of lonal activiti

circulation to the historic core,
planners said.

Residents described speed-
ing traffic issues, which pose
both a safety hazard and a
d to shapping. “There

2nd cvents and encouraging
more pedestrian-oriented
development.

Design, promation, econom-
i¢ restructuring and organiza-
tion form the Main Street
Four-Point Approach, Planners

The assessment team visited
Farmington Nov, 18 and 19.

They interviewed DDA
board members, volunteers,
city leaders, downtown mer-
chants, property owners, resi-
dents and representatives of
downtown and community
organizations.

The report will be reviewed
and discussed by the
Farmington Downtown
Development Authority,
according to Ron Oglesby,
president. Hia last DDA meet-
ing Is at, B m.m. Tueaday, Feb. 4,
ut Farmington City Hall,
Oglesby resigned recently after
serving 17 years on the board.

“We need to get more
involved in the process,” said
Brent Mojrpm, who was

isn't on-street parking to create
& safety buffer between fast-
moving traffic and pedestrians
on the sidewafk,” planners said.
Also suggested: more pro-
gramming for the Civic
‘Theatre, in addition to show-

recommend that each DDA ing movies.
board member volunteer to “In an era when many com-
serve on one of the four com- munities are struggling to keep
mittees, their downtawn theaters open
In meetings conducted last and visble, the Civic represents
year, resid talked about a true commitment by the
both the assets and chall ity and the i
posed by Farmington's down- ity to maintain this downtown

town configurntion, which

includes both "riin street™

type stores and strip malls.
“The Farmi

anchor for future generations,”
planners sald.
N More restaurants and other

‘ar

ty showed remarkable consen-
sus about the major issucs and
obstacles facing the down-
town,” planners said.

The community vaiced con-
cerna about diversifying down-
town businesses, improving
traffic flow, developing resi-
dentlal and office use, Improv-
ing the appearance of build-

ings and promoting a pedestri-

an-griented environment.
Planniers suggested partner-
ing with Farmington Hills,
becausc it has expressed an
interest in working on trans-

pp DA i
dlrector last year. "We're look-
ing for volunteers.”

The city and its DDA last
year were a & county
¥ain Street graat, which offeca
technical assistance, but no
funding. The upplication
process was competitive.

! Planners recommended u

P jon and traffic lssues.
Farmington Hills residents
value the downtown's long-
term viability because it ls their
px:1 Tuxy “traditional” district as

wi

‘The Farmington Downtown
Center on Grand River has had
changes in its tenant mix and
does not promote pedestrian

that would comple-
ment the theater can also help.

‘Thé planning report also rec-
ammended recrviting busi-
nesscs, rather than waiting for
building cwners themselves to
fill vacant retail spaces.

*The DDA bas not undertak-
en any recent cohiesive or
active efforts to support the
retention and recruitment of
retall businesses,” planners
said.
*“A current retail market
analysis will need to be con-
ducted ta determine down-
town Farmiagton's market
strengths and opportunities to
recruit new businesses™

Contact DDA Director Brent.
Morgan to obtain coplss of the
complete
for a committee ot (248) 473~
7276.

sbuck@oehomecemm.net |
{248) 477-5450

Cordiatly Inviies you to a special

Oscar De La Renta
& Carmela Sutera
Trunkshow

February 14, 15, 16

By Appointment
248-723-4300

722 North Old Woodword
Downtorwn Birmingham

t or to volunteer  Jail.
Armnio Cohl, son of Barbara,

Livonia Police captured
Semak on foot in Livonia, less
than a mile from the aban-
doned vehicle.

Semak was charged with
operating under the influence
causing death; homicide-
manslaughter with a motor
vehicle; and failure to stop at
the scene of an aceident when
at fault. Each earries a maxi-
mum 15-year sentence.

He was olso charged with
two counts of operating under
the influence causing serious
injury, failure to stop at the
scene of an accident resulting
in serious impairment or
death. Each involvesuptoa
five years in prison.

Farmington Hills police offi-
cer Michael Ciaramitaro told
the judge that Semak has four
previous traffic accidents in
which he was cited for being at

fault Three involved injuries.

Brady set Semak’s bond at
$50,000 cash/zurety. He stat-
ed if Semak posts bond, he
cannot drive or consume alco-
hol and must be under super-
vision to make sure he does
not harm himself, He is to
continue counseling and med-
ication.

Semak’s attorney, Mayer
Morganroth, said Semak suf-
fers from depression.

He stated after the arraign-
ment that Semak did not
know the Johneox brothers
before the night of the acci-
dent. He added his client will
be cleared of the charges when
the case is discussed in court.

“The fact is he did not doiit,”
he said.

The attorney said the road-
way was partially tc blame for
the accident.

He said the intersection has
been the scene of accidents in
the past, one in which a car
ran into a house, he said.

Hills Police Chief William
Dwyer said the road is not
aceident-prone.

“There could have been
crashes there in the past. but I
think the defense attorney try-
ing to bring that up as the
problem is kind of ludicrous”

Police said Semak had 2 .22
blood/aleohol level - more
than twice the legal limit -
and cocaine in his system from
blood samples taken the night
of the accident.

James and Daniel Johneox
were released this week from
Batsford Hospital, police said.

Semak’s preliminary exam is
sct for March 17.
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Johnson & Johnson, said he and his co-workers
. are having a good time with the contest. They
record their weight on Fridays to gauge their

progress.

per pound lost to the cherity of the winner’s
choice. For the Farmington Hills workers, it is
the Karmanos Institute.

“There was a lot of interest to jump in and

give it & shot.” eaid Woodhouse.
He said Mr. Pita’s sandvidches are *surprising-
ly good and low in fat. Everyone has their partic-

also receive a

ular favorite”
‘They're also serious about exercise ns a com- Team b
Some ¢ who b

ponent of the p

tricd to park close ta the office building recently
found a sign on their cars that informed them

Big Brotlier was watching.

“Now we all park in the back,” Woodhouse

said. “It’s all done i fun”

‘Woodhouse said one worker lost 30 pounds
aver the summer and that's helping with moti-

vation.

Watchers.

k4
hip to Bally Total Fitness and Weight

The monthlong contest concludes Feb. 14.

The other offices competing are Adaptive

Technalogies in Troy; Ford Motor Co./Supply

Chain Management Group in Dearborn; E/M

i

Engineered Coating Solutions in Shelby
bthatmolopists: and

Livonia Op

'ﬂ’ly;scnkrupp in Detroit,

‘The winning office will win a year's worth of
M, Pita’s workplace lunches, delivered once a

weck. The sandwich maker will also donate $10
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©Qakland County Circuit
Court Judge Rae Lee Chabot
last week sentenced the 17-
year-old boy to probation with
a review after six months,

He is not allowed to drive
until his review and must per-
form 200 hours afu:mn'l’unhy

said he thought the sentenc-
ing “was a joke.”

“The whole family was in
shock,” he raid. “We had no
{dea the judge was going to
this. She sent a message out
there that if s you're a fuvenile
you're not accountsble for your
actions, What kind of example
1s that to send?”

Oakland County Assistant
Prosecutor Robert Zivinn said
he was also di inted with

service, 1
and tour the Oakland County

*Starting at Noon

Great Prizes are waiting on
your Players Club Card!

January 6** - February 23, 2003
*Swipe your Players Club Card
daily to WIN Instantiyl Visit

the Players Club to WIN your share!

February 25, 2003
8 pm at the Stage Bar.

Purchased from
Kocthgata Ford-Lincoln Mercury, Inc.
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the judge's sentence.
“T wanted him to be incar-
ccrated for some period of time

January 6 - February 25, 2003
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so the gravity of the offense
would sink in,” he said. "t am
cancerned he has not shown
enough remorze.”

He #nid the judge could ter-
minate the buy’s probation at
his July review.

Hilla Police Chief William
Dwyer sald he belicved the
sentence was too lenfent.

“It was & senscless tragedy

that could have been prevent-

ed,” he sald.
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