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Sesame Street Live welcomes
a new Jenn t the block -

BY ALICE RHTIN
CORRESFORDINK

Don't you sometimes think
you're the only human among
monsters at work?

For Melody Johnson, who
plnys Jenny, the new music
teacher in the Vee Carp. pro-
ductivn of Sesame Street Live,
that is, quite literally, the case.

“I'm the anly live character
on stage, The reat are mon-
stera,” snys Johnson, o
Washington D.C. nntive who
will visit Detroit for the first
time when Sesame Street Live
Everyune Makes Music hits the
Fox Theatre Feb, 5-16.

“When we hnd our first full
dress rehearsal, ] was n little
thrown back by the fact that all
my fricnds were now Muppets,”
saya Johnson, whe grf\duuu-d

Dl Bicd and a friend sing together In
Sesame Stree! Live Everybody Hakes
Music,

from Ni n U
and landed right into this role.

“All the kids like the mon-
sters, so { have to make my ges-
tures very big for children to
read from the stage”

Now 22, Johnson was raised
on a steady diet of music and
Sesame Strest.

Her mother was a singer and
actress in Washington D.C, and
direpted children’s theater.

And like most kids her age,
Johnson watched the Emmy
Award-winning PBS show
every moming with her break-
fast cercal,

*1 liked Grover and the
Count. I thought he was very
drmmatic the wey he counted,”
Johnson said.

Sesume Street Live has
bLecome a winter malnstay in
Detrolt and, for the second year
in a row, the first night is a ben-
efit for WTVS, Detrolt's public
television station,

“We get a lot of new members
and last year we came close toa

sellout,” aaid Michelle Gaiaser, |

specinl events manager off
WIVS (Channel 56).

Last year, the event mised
nearly $100,000 for the public
televislon station, and a gencr-
ous nnonymous donor bought
up the rest of the opening night
ticketa to give to children frem
his favorite charitles, For the

ive T iere night on
Feb. 5, every child gets n goodie
bay

£,

‘Tickets for this night can
only be purchased through
Detroit Public TV at (313) 876~
8195,

At 23 years, Sesame Street
Livels the longest-running
children's tour in history. And
Jjust like the television show, the
Broadway-style production fea-
tures timeless lessons where
children learn about patience,
cooperation and teamwork.

In Evesybody Makes Mustc,
Jenny's musical Instruments
are all lost during her move to
Scsnme Street,

But Elmo, The Count, Cookic
Manster, Big Bird, Bert & Ernic
end alt their furry fricnds come
to the rescue and dlscover new
ways to make music. Rubber
duckles, trrsh can lids and even
laps become Instruments in
what could be considered a
pee-wee version of Stomp!

*What's great about this show
is that it uscs all styles of music
— rumbn, disco, mp, hip-hup
and country western, too,
Johnson sald. "It exposcs kids
to different kinds of nusie”

And ndults can appreciate
the high-tech stageeraft whilz
getting refuctantly nostalgic
over musle like Tge Hustle, You
Should be Dancing and Rockin®

MICHIGAN EXQUSIVE
Commi's kbovonttoaally eclelmed
SHAW FESTIVAL
poriacaiieg Gasry2 Bovnerd Show's

CANDIDA

| JAN8-FEB2

',-_.’&“-M‘
prodecite = thestre

' m-nm-w

T

WIN FREE TICKETS!

Tickets st et Jost $1H
T O :
(248) 377-3300
XY DI {248) 370-316
www.mbthpatre.chm
mantte: DAIMLERCHRYSLER
Dt Chryutor Corpurution Mund
nuw_s_!m- ’,“ !;
py—= =3

WIGHTY doy s idat,
o wcond bl el Wod, T S gk,

AT RAMNO:
Sutndbe s Mgt s ogw ed sher

Sesams Street Live

Everyone Makes Muske
¥ihen: Both daytime and
night performances Feb. 5-
16, Feb. 5 is an exclusive
premiere for Detroit Public
TV,

Where: The Fox Theatre in
Detroit

Tickets: Call (313) 876-8195
to buy tickets for the Feb. 5
show. Packages range from
§50-5200 for four tickets, a
soft drink, box of popcorn
and a special goodie bag.
Tickets for Feb. 6-16 start at
10 and are available at the
Fox Theatre box office and
Hockeytown Authentics in

BOOKS w FILM = SHOPPING @ TRAVEL

This Is one of Michigan's many scenlc waterfalls. Monte

P

Nagler used a % second exposure 1o put the water In “motion.”

These tips will add movement to photos

'm a stickler for getting photo-

graphs as sharp as possible.

But there may be times you
want to break the nles, to devi-
gte from what

Troy (with no service BN you're used to
charges) and at all dog}r:z- and e
" make your pie-
Ticketmaster outlets, ) tures Appear s
inctuding Marshall Flelds. ifthey have
Charge by phone at (248) ﬁfﬂ:}i’; é\,‘:ﬁff
. , usi
4331515 or visit tickelmas M finagination
ter.com. Focus on and experi-
menting with a
____,_.._..___] Photograpty new idea could
be just the thing
Monte for adding n
Robin. While Johinson's col- Nagler _| mew dimension
leagues are rel o take to your photog-

any roles that take them out of
New York or Los Angeles, she
sces this as an opportunity to
hone her skills.

“Yes, [ know the audience iz
under 5, but I'm learning so
much about being an adapt-
able, flexible solid performer,
and how to keep my volce
healthy nnd gain strength,” she

raphy.

There are several ways to ndd
movement to your shots, First,
you can photograph something
in motion and make it look like
a blur In the finished shot. For
example, try shooting a waterfall
atashutter speed of aboutlito 1
second and see how the water
will appear “milky” and will

seem to "flow.” Everything else

will be sharp and in focus

becmuse you're using a tripod.
Try photographing a moving

said.

Sounds like Sesame Street
cuntinues to teach valuable les-
sons to people of all ages.
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automobile or train in a similar
way at perhaps’i 10's second and
you'll get exciting “motion” in
your shut,

Expanding your creativity
cven further, shoot a sporting
event slower than you normally
would, say \« to e second and
you'll pick up a *ghosting” of
movemnunt in the charging soc-
cer player or the slam-ducking
basketball star,

Anuther way to add move-
ment to your photographs is to
move the camera as you depress
the shutter release, Yes, move
the whole camera during a bsor
Yesecond exposure. A field of
flowers will appear as blups of
cvlor or your friends face may

come out looking tike a space
alien. Experiment and see what
you produce,

In the photograph shown
bere taken at one of Michigan's
many speetacular waterfalls, 1
wanted to show maotion by giv-
ing the wuter a "milky” appear-
ance. All it took was a steady tri-
pod and a shutter speed of'» sec-
ond.

Use your imagination and
you'll come up with other ideas
that wilt put metion in your
photagraphs, too.

Monte Haglef 1 a fine art photographer
based in farminglon Hills. You can leave
him a message by cailing (134) 953
2041

Opens This Thursday!
Tickets Start at $10!
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Great seats available a2t the Fox Theatre box office, E X
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