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ADVINTURE

Of THE
DEVILS FOOT

(Contlnued.)
. "Ask what you like, Mr. Holmes,”

“~- sald he, eagerly. “It1s & bad thing to

speak of, but I will answer you the
truth.”

“Tell me about last night.”

“Well, Mr. Holmes, I supped there,
as the vicar bas said, and my elder
brother George proposed a game of
whist afterwards. We sat down about
nine o'clock. It was a quarter-past
ten when 1 moved to go. [ left them
all round the table, as merry as could
be.

“TWho let you out?”

“Mrs. Porter had gone to bed, so I
let myself out. I shut the hall door
bebind me. The window of the room
in which they sat was closed, but the
blind was not drawn down. There
was no change in door or window this
moralag, nor any reason to think that
any stranger bad been to the house.
Yet there they sat, driven clean mad
with terror, and Brenda lying dead of
tright, with ber head hanging over the
arm of the chalr. I'll never get the
sight of that room out of my mind so
long as 1 live.”

“The facts, as you state them, are
certafnly most remarkable,” sald
Holmes. “I take it that you have no
theory yoursel{ which can in any way
account for them?"

“It's devilish, Mr. Holmes; devil-
fsh!” cried Mortimer Tregennis. "It
is not of this world. Something has
come into that room which has dashed
the light of reason from their minds.
What human contrivance could do
that?”

“I fear,” snld Holmes, “that if the
matter is beyond bumanity It is cer
tainly beyond me. Yet we must ex-
haust all patural explanations before
we fall back upon such & theory as
this. As to yourself, Mr. Tregennis, T
take it you were divided in some way.
from your family, slnce they lived to-
gether and you had rooms apart?”

“That is so, Mr, Holmes, though
the matter is past and done with. We
were a famlly of tin-miners at Red-
ruth, but we sold out our venture to &
company, and 50 retired with enough
to keep us. 1 won't deny that there
wes some feeling about the division of
the money and it stood between us for
a time, but 1t was all forgiven and for-
gotten, and we were -the best of
friends together.”

“Looking back at the evening which
you spent together, does anything
stand out in your memory a8 throw-
ing any possible light upon the trag-
edy? Think carefully, Mr. Tregennie,
for any clue which can help me.”

“There is nothing at sll, eir.”

“Your people were’in their usual
spirits?”

“Never better.”

“Were they nervous people? Did
they ever show any apprehension of
coming danger?”

“Nothlng of the kind.”

“You have nothing to add, then,
which could agsist me?”

Mortimer  Tregennis
earnestly for a moment.

“There ia one thing occurs to me,”
eald he at last. "As we sat at the

considered

table my back was to the window, and
my brother George, he belng my part-
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“Ask What You Want, Mr. Holmes.
ner at cards, was-factng it I 88w him
once look hardiover my shoutder, 8o
I turned round and looked also, The
blicd was up and the window shut,
but I could just make out the bushes
on the lawn, end it seemed to me for
B moment that I saw something mov-
ing nmong them. :I couldn't even say
it {t were man or animal, but I just
thought ‘there wha something there.
When I asked him what be was look-
N 1

| questions.

ing at, he told me that he bad the
same feeling. That Is all that I can
san"

Did you nét investigate?”

No; the matter passed as unim-
portan )

“You left them, then, without sny
premonition of evil?”

“None at all."

*l1 am not clear how you came to
hear the news so carly this morping.”

“I am an early riser, and geherully
take a walk before breakfast -Tbis
morning T had bardly started when
the doctor in hls carriage avertook
me. He told me that old Mrs. Por
ter had sent a boy down with an ur-
gent meesage. I aprang in bes(de him
and we drove on. When we got there
we looked fnto that dreadful .room.
The candles and the fire must have
burned out hours before, and they had
been sitting there in the derk until
dawn had broken. The doctor sald
Brenda must have been dead at least
six hours. There were no sigus of vio-
lence. She just lay across the arm of
the chair with that look on her face.
George and Owen were singlog snatch-
es of songs and glbberipg lke two
great apes. Oh, it was awiul to see!
1 couldn't stand It, and the doctor was
as white as o sheet. Indeed, he fell
Into a chair in a sort of taint, and we
nearly had him on our hands as well.”

“Remarkable—most  remarkable!"
sald Holmes, rising and taking his
bat. "I think pérhaps we had better
go down to Tredannick Wartha with-
out further delay. I confess that I
have seldom known a cdse which at
first sight presented a more slngular
problem.”

Our proceedings of that first morn-
Ing did lttle to advance the investiga-
tlon, It was marked, however, at the
outset by an Incident which left the
most sinister Impression upon my
mind. The approach to the spot at
which the tragedy occurred is down
a narrow, winding country lane. While
we made our way along it we heard
the rattle of o carriage comlog to-
wards us, and stood aslde to let it
poss. As it drove by ua I caught =
glimpse through the closed window of
a horribly-contorted, grinnigg face
glaring out at us. Those staring eyee
and gnashing teeth flashed past us
like a dreadful vision. R

“My brothers!” criéd Mortimer
Tregennis, white to his lips. “They
are taking them to Helston.”

We looked with borror after the
black carrlage, lumbering its way.
Then we turned our steps, towards

gennls, White to His Lips.

this ill-omened house In which they
bad met thelr strange fate, “

It was o large and bright dwelling,
rather a villa than & cottage, with a
conslderable garden which wae al-
ready, in that Cornish alr, well Alled
with spring flowers. Towards this
garden the window of the sitting-room
fronted, and from fit, -eocording to
Mortimer Tregennis, must bave come
that thing of evil which had by skeer
horror In & single Instant blasted
thelr minds. Holmes walked alowly
and thoughtfully among the flower-
pots end along the path before we en-
tered the porch. So absorbed was he
in his thoughts, 1 remember, that he
stumbled over the watering-pot, upset
its contents, and deluged both our
feet and the garden path. Ineide the
house we were met by the elderly
Cornish housekeeper, Mrs. Porter,
who, with the ald of a young girl,
looked after the wanis of the family.
She readlly answered =all Holmes'
She had heard nothing in
the night. Her employers bad all
been In excellent spirits lately, and
she had never knmown them wmore
cheerful and prosperous. She bad
fainted with horror upon entering the
room in the morning and seeing that
dreadful company round the table,
She had, when she recovered, thrown
open the window to let the morning
alr in, and bad run down to the lang,
whence she sent & farm lad for the

doctor. The 1ady was vn her bed up-
stairs, it we cared to gee her. It took
four -strong men to get the brothers
Into the asylum carriage. She would
pot herself stay in the house another
day, and wae starting that very after
noon to rejoin her family at St. Ives.

‘We nscended the stalrs and viewed
the body. Miss Brenda Tregennis
had been a very beautiful girl, though
now verging upon middle age. Her
dark, clear-cut face was handsome,

“Why a Flre?” He Asked.

even In death, but there still lngered
upon it something of that convulsion
of horror which had been her last hu-
man emotion. From her bedroom we
descended to the sitting-room where
this tragedy had ectually occurred.
The charred ashes of the overnight fire
lay In the grate.” On the table were
the four guttered and hurned-out can-
dles, with the cards scattered over its
surface. The chalrs had been moved
back agalnst the walls, but all else
waa as it had’ been the night before.
Holmes paced with light, swift steps
about the room; he sat in the various
chafrs, drawing them up and recon-
structing their positions. He tested
how much of the garden was visible;
he examined the floor, the celling, and
the fireplace; but never once did I see
that sudden brightening of his eyes
and tighten{ng of his lips which would
bave told me that he saw some gleam
of light in this utter darkibess.

“Why a fire?” he asked. “Had they
always a fire In this small room on a
spring evening?"’

Mortimer Tregennis explained that
the night was cold and demp. .For
that reason, after his arrivel, the fire
was lit. “What are you golng'to do,
Mr. Holmes?" he asked.

My friend smiled and laid bis hand
upon my arm. “I think, Watson, that
1 shall resume that course of tobacco-
polsoning which you have so often
and 6o justly condemmed,” sald he.
“With your permlission, gentlemen, we
wlll now return to our cottage, for I
am not aware that any new factor {8
likely fo come to our notice here. [
will turn the facts over in my mind,
Mr. Tregennis, and should anything
oceur to me T will certainly commun!-
cate with you. In the meantime I wish
you both good morning.”

It was not until long after we were
back In Poldhu cottage tbat Holmes
broke his complete and absorbed sl
lence. He sat coiled in his armebalr,
his haggard and ascetic face hardly
visible amid the blue swirl of hia to-
bacco smoke, his black brows drawn
down, his forehead contracted, hila
eyes vacant and far awey. Finally,
he sprang to his feet.

“It won't do, Watson!" said he,
with a laugh. “Let us walk along the
cliffs together and search for flint ar-
rows. We are more likely to fnd
them than- clues to this problem. Ta
tet the brain work without suficlent
materlal is like racing an engine. It
racks itself to pleces. The sea al:‘.

1

ABOUT “GROUNDING”
LIGHTNING RODS

By A. R. Sawyer, Profcasor of Elco-
trical Englneering.

An interesting experlenco fn con-
nection with the protection of bulld-
ings from lghtning by means of
“lightning rods” haa just come to Ro-
tce. B P

In the southern part of the state 2
barn was rodded and some time last
fall (probably) the rod was pulled !n
two due to the bern belng struck.
The severed lightning rod was dls-
covered this spring|and repaired and
since belng repalred the barn was
struck again and set on fire and four
pigs outside the barn but near the
rod were killed. The way in which
the barn was rodded will throw some
light qn tho cause of this.

In order to protect the copper cable
trom mechanicel Injury an ‘lnch and

.| & quarter iron pipe was slipped over

the rod and allowed {0 extend into the
earth slx inches or a foot, the pipe
not being well grounded. The agent
who put the rod up stated that the
copper cable was burned In two about
slx inches below the top of the iron
pipe, supposedly by a stroke which oo
curred last fall, the severed cond!l-
tlon not being found untfl this spring.
The short plece of rod was taken out
and splided. This piece which was
taken out tells the story which ls of
considerable Interest. Upon examin-
Ing the broken plecs it was found that
the rod was not burned o two as
there fg no indication of any burning
of wire. On the other hand the part

that was In the upper six lnches’ of

the plpe was drawn up and expanded
which put a tremendous pull on the
lower part of -the rod, and below the
break the copper cable was reduced
in dlameter from seven-sixteenths to
three-elghths, of an inch {o dlameter,
which shows the tremendous puil that
1t took to break the cable in two.

The question of: why the rod. wes
pulled in two, needs to be explained.
In general, most lightning strokes
constitute an alternating current of
bigh frequency and this current in
trylng to go down the cable induced
in the iron plpe by transformer ao
tlon. The two reacted on each other
just s often occurs at the time of &
short circult In connection with com-
mercial circults,

As stated before, after this was re-
peired the barn wes struck again
this spring and the discharge Instead
of golng down the eable !nslde of the
plpe jumped over to the lron track
from which a door.was hung and went
to earth another Way,-setting fire“to
the bullding. At the same tlme the
discharge golng down the ¢able at the
diagonally opposite corner met with
slmilar dificulty. In’ going down
through the iron pipe surrounding the

cable and instead’ was deflected and

killed four plgs standing near.

The lesson to be learned from all
this 1s just whkat one would predict
who is acqualnted with the actlon of
alternating currents and just the mis-
take that is forbldden by the under-
writers {n wirlng a house, that it Is
not allowable to fun a single con-
ductor in an {ron pipe, .

If one drives an fron pipe down in-
to permanently molat earth snd uses
that for.z ground this 18 usually ap-
proved, but sbould not be approved
where the rod goes through &n Iron
plpe which is not well grounded.

VALUE OF SANDY
SOILS, EXPLAINED

By J. A, JEFFERY, Profesaor of 8olls,
Michigan Agrleultural Collegs.

sunshine, and patience,
else will come.

“Now, let us calmly deflne our po-
sition, Watson,” he contlpued, as we
pirted the cliffs together. “Let us
get a firm grip of the véry Mttle which
we do know, 8o that when fresh facts
arise we may be ready to fit them into
thelr places. I take it, in the first
place, that melther of us 18 prepared
to admit disbolical intrusions into
the affairs of men. Let ua begin by
ruling that entirely out of our minds.
Very good. There remain three per
sons who have bgen grievously strick-
en by some consclous or unconsclous
human agency. That 18 firm ground.
Now, when did this occur? * Evidently,
assuming his narrative to be truey
wae immediately after Mr. Mortimer
Tregennis had left the room. That
js 8 very important point. The pre-
sumption 8 that 1t was within & few
minutes afterwards. The cards still
lay upon the table. It was salready
past thelr usual hour for bBd. Yet
they had mot changed their position.
1 repeat, then, that, the occurrence
was immediately after his departure,
and not later than eleven o'clock last
night. ]
(TO BE CONTINUED.)

. At the preseni tme consideradls
areas of sandy soll are belng offered
for sale in Michigen. These solls
range from the cparser dune sands to
thie finer Miami fine sands. The great-
er part of the golls offered for sale
are properly embraced under what ls
¥mown &s Misml pands.

The dune sandg possess little or no
sgricultural value.

The Miam! sands vary from soils
that possess much intrinslo agricultu-
ral"value to solls that ecan never be
profitably productive under ordinary
methods of menagement.

Intrin

lo Value,

[““fie value ofMiam{ sand will de-

pend chiefly, upon four things:

1. Its origin—Whether made up
largely of material produced from the
breaking down of granitic rocks and
otber rocks rich in plant food conatit-
uents, or whether made up of material
chlefiy silicions—pure quertz,

2. Upon the fineness of the mate
rial—The finer the, material the great-
or is its waterholding capscity and
the greater, also, the amounts of plant
foods which it will give up for the use
of the plant. | . B

, Man and

His »Wa)‘rs :

One day s wellknown politiclan was
enjoying & chat with a friend at a ho-
tel, when B atrange young man came
up and eald: .

“Can 1 soo you for s.moment, Mr,
Dash?” '

“Certalnly,” eald Mr.: Dash, rising.

The young man led him across the
room and seemed to have something
important to say to him. ; Arrived in
& corner, the atranger Whispered In
the politician’s’ ear:

y *1 am of the staff
. i R
L

{o( an ovening

paper, and 1 should like you to tell
me what you think of the situation in
the enst.”

Mr, Dash looked a little puszied at
first, then he sald:

“Follow me.”

Leading the way, be walked through
the reading-rocm, through a passage
into the dining-room, and drawing his
visitor into the corner behind- the bat
rack, be whispered: L

I really don't krow anythlg about
1> .

3. The subsoll-—The finer the sub-
so{] the more valuable are thése lands
for cropping purposes. It is not an
uncommon thing to find areas of these
Miam! sandg g0 coarse In appearance
ns to cause the observer to wonder
at the exoellent drops which they pro-
duoe. The secret is found usually in
on underlying: subsoil of clay located
18 to 80 inches below the surfacd and
having & depth of & few to peveral
fest. This subscll of clay {s of value
that: (8) It ncts as = reservolr to
hold the water in the soll above, and
in itself, which olhervise would disap-
pear downward by gravity, and (b) In
that when close énough to the surface
the “roots of the erop above
find thelr vny: into the clay jtself, and

thus procure a larger supply of plant
0d,

1o

4. The distance of the water table
from the surface, .¢gardless of thé
kind of underlying subsoll, That ia,
the distance which should have to be
dug or driven to secure & well.

indications of Crepping Values,

The possible cropping value of thess
lands s indicated by tbe origlnal veg-
otation which they are supporting or
have supported. T

1. Neaily all of these sands origi-
nally covered by hard wood, such a8
maple, oak, beech, elm, ste, can be
depended upon to preduce fair to good
crops.

2. Areas which originally supported
good growths of white plne usually
prove reasonably productive, and for
some crops, such as potatoes and clo-
ver, quite product!ve. h

8. Areas originally covered with
Norway plnes are uncertain,

4. Areas originally covered with
Jack plne can rarely be depended upon
for profitable crops, and never under
ordinery methods of soll management.

5. Where the original forest vegeta-
tion has been removed the productive-
ness of these solls 18 indicated by the
density of the growth of grags, shrubs,
brakes and otber plants which occupy
the ground.

It sometimes happens that the pro-
spective purchaser of wild lands may
form & falr estimate of the cropping
value by abserving the crops growlng
upon nesrby cultivated areas having
the same formation.

GRAIN BAGGER
IS GONVENIENT

By H. H. MUBSELMAN, Inatructor In
Farm Mechanles,

A cut fs presented herewith of a
convenlent bagger which may be eas
fly constructed by one at all familiar
with the hammer snd saw. The ad-
vantage of Its use will be appreclated
by the man who 18 obliged to fill bags
with grain and without assistance.

The bagger is designed to be hung
up at any convenfent place on the wall
or bin where screws, nalls or spikes
may be driven. The bagger may also
be moved from one place to another.
Another feature of the bag-holding at-
tachment s that it will not tear the
bags. In many schemes of this kind
the bags ere held by wire hooks, by
which the bags are very likely to be
torn, particularly it eny considerable
welght comes upon them, as for in-
stance when a short bag s used, or
when the bag happens to be hung
rather high. In attachlog the bag to
the bolder it is opened and caught
over the four points. The right hand
still holding the top of the bag i
brought over the knob from below,
hooking one thickness of the bag over
the knob. The bag Is then drawn taut

Graln Bagger.

and the second thickness brought over
the knob and under the clamp which
i8 closed by simply pullling the handle
to the right with the right hand. To
make the clomp bold more securely
the lower end may be notched slightly
with & wood rasp or pocket kaife.

The dimensions shown in the cut
glve about the right proportion to take
the bag properly. Holes are bored in
the back of the bagger, one on each
end, for hanging over spikes or nails
driven at any convenlent place, 28
for instance, the front of a bin from
which the grain Ie to be bagged.

Wheat as a Food for Horses,

Concernlng Wheat as a horse food
Shepperd of North Dakota writes: "It
was with diffculty that they: (the
horses) wers kept from getting ‘off
feed’ and otherwise deranged In df-
gestlon, when fed this ration of pure
wheat. A large proportion of the
kernels were pasged through the ail-
mentary tract unbroken, while other
gralns were broken but only partly al-
gested. . . . The test demonstrated
clearly that it Is not advisable to use
wheat alone 8s & grain ratlon for
horses, end the less expert ths foed-
er the greater the riak.”

Rellable informatlon,

‘The most reliable . sources of in-
formation on farm questiéns are the
stations and
colleges. The results of experiments
performed and experfences galned by
thege (nstitutions are published in bul-
letin form and these &re free for dis-
tribution. If you are interssted in
better farming your neme should be
on the maillng list, and you should
secure & lat of the avaflable bulle-
tins of the Michigan experiment sta-

tion, East Lansing, Mich,

MOTHER OF
LARGE FAMILY

Tells How, She Keeps Her
Health — Happiness For 7
‘Those Who Take
- Her Advice, .

Seottyille, Mich.—*I want to tell you
bow mfich good Lydia E. Pinkham’s Veg-
- etableCompound and

Iam

Wy, but T tell them of my good friend,
Lydia E. Pinkham’s Vegetable Com-
pound, and that there will be no back-
ache and bearing down pains for them if
they will takeit asThave. Iam scarcely
ever without it in the house.

“I will say also that I think there is
o better medicine to be found for young
girls, My eldest daughter hag taken
Lydia E. Pinkham’s * Vegetable Com-
pound for painful periods and irregular-
ity, and it has helped her.

“] am slways ready and willing to
speak & good word for Lydia B. Pink-
bam’s Vegetable Compound. 1fteli every
one I meet that I owe my bealth and
happiness to your wonderful medicine,”
—Mrs, J. G. JOHNSON, Scottville, Mich.,
RF.D.3.

Lydis E. Pinkham’s Vegetable Com-
‘pound, made from native roots and herba,
contains no narcotics or harmful drugs,
and today holds the record of being the
most successful remedy for woman's ills
known.
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Shoe Polishes

Finest Quality

“GILTEDGE," the oalyladie” shoe dreming thatpesis
irdy cootins OIL_. Blacks and Pobbes lides’ and
boots sodshocs, thines without rubblag,
.~ French Glom," 10 )
SSTAR® coabinatiosfor dusipy and oclibing

Kinds o ronch e s shoc (05, ~Dandy” sz $5¢ 3] -
“QUICKWHITE", Ga lquld form with o)
'&‘ﬂfs"m et eyl

The Ol and Largist Maxufacurers
Plisher 1 the World

Legs raw with itching,

burning eczema

Prrrazvzg, Pa, May 33, 1812-“A friend
of mine bad big red blotches form ail over
Bis legs, body and arms. It was pro-
nounced & very bed case of eczema. After
two months' trestment he was sufferlng
untdld tortures, and would awake at pight

-and find himeel scratehlog, with bands
all over blocd. His legs were Iiko & pleca
of raw meat, ftching and buraing. For
two montbs he slept searcely eny, but
would get up And walk the fogr. He says
he simply felt as it be wero burning up.
After the case had lasted slx months be
began the use of Resinol Boap and Olnt-
ment. He was cured, and hls skin was as
clear as crystal”

{Signed) W. D. BUCEAXAX, %3 Deely B2

Resino! samples mailed free

drogziss aalls and rocommends Bospo
ok RS A AT T e, Ben el
Sparous sample o Foo. wiita 1o Det
[ER A IRt A i e P

The Army of
Constipation

1s Growiag Stmaller Every Day.
CARTER’S LITTLE
LIVER: PILLS

are

responsible — they

notonly giverelief -
— perma-

nentlycure Con-,

lions use

them for

Biliousness,

Indigesticn, Sick Headache, Sallow Skin,
SMALL PILL, SHALL DOSE, SMALL PRICE.
Genuine miust bear Signature
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Use for Cow Peas.

On the sandy solls of southern 'Mich.
igan the cow pea 15 being much used
ss 8 green manuring crop. Peas are
sown at the rate of 8 pecks per acre,
about the first Week In Jure, and the
ctop 1s plowed nnder from the firgt
to the middle of September. When
wheat 18 sown after cow peas thus
plowed under, the ylelds of wheat are
greatly increased; and when clover iz
soaded with the Wheat the |

DR..J. D. KELLOGG'S

ASTHMA

Remedy for the prompt rellet of
Asthma and Hay Fever. Askiyour
drugglat for [t ~Wrils for FREE, SAMPLE
NOBTHROP & LYMAN C0,, Lid., BUFFALD, K.Y,
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of this paper desiring to by any-

spring, it seldom falls to make an ex-
cellent catch.
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insist upon having what they ask for,
refusing all substitutes or imitationa.
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