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A LETHAL DOSE -
By Gene Rontat
SterlingHouse Publisher, S1L55 paperback

BY HUGH GALLAGHER
STATF WRITER

Farmington Hills ear, nose and
throat doctor Gene Rontal has a new
thriller featuring Dr. Ben Dailey,
another car, nose and throat man with
a penchant for getting himself into
deadly situntions.

Rontal introduced Dailey in Sterile
Justice n couple years ago. Dailey has

seems a cinch to get another doctor
and the insurance company out from
under a wrongful death suit, until the
doctor mysteriously accepts blame,
‘The insurance company wants Dailey
to investignte and find out what
changed the doctor’s mind.

Dailey’s investigation leads him

down severnl dark roads. It seems the
doctor he exonerated was into the
kinky sex scene. Dailey’s inquiries set
off alaym bells and a trail of death.
Meanwhile, Dailey’s live-in girlfriend
becomes deadly ill and fallsintoa

e issues in thriller

his scries of books “and in the process
tell what it’s like to be a physician.

“ think people tke to lcarn some-
thing as well as be entertained.” Rontal
said.

‘This is a good series with the special
clement of being sct in metro Detroft.
1t is interesting to note that the sleazier
parts of the story are set in Toledoand

L not the Motor City. :

Rontal is alrerdy decp into his next
Dr. Daily book, The Gene Poal, which

His first person volce is appropriate as
Dailey is a projection of his creator.
Dailey is a good guy but a little hesi-
tant about commitment. He's a former
UM joek with friends from his football
days, including a burly Detroit cop.
(UM fans will especinlly savor the out-
come of the mystery). He winds down
by playing a little jazz in a Detroit club.
Rontal uses his ch to voice his
own about frivolous malpi
tice suits and excessive awards, shedy
lawyers (and shady doctors), the role of

witness for an i
gave him work when no one else would.

had a rough few years what with mal-
practice suits, loss of his medical license
and eriminal charges. He's back in prac-
tice but continues to serve as an u{)he;

coma. She's been infected with a botu-
lin. Dailey sets off on a dang i
sion to find out where the botulin orig-
inated and its antitoxin,

He also begins to wonder if his

Py

His testimony at a malpractice trial

Jeopardy.

Rontal writes in a nice, breezy style.
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work has put his lover in

vojee imprin

character to

interest in voice, he has worked with
many celebrities, and his ideas on

always a feature of the mystery.
Rontal said he's been developing his
change and grow through

ting and treatment are

will deal with a seriat killer and the
expert witnesses and the pitfalls. He issue of abortion. -
also does a good job of making hisspe-  Rontal has scheduled several book
mis- cialty ing. Rontal has a special  signings at Barnes & Noble bookstores

throughout the nrea. He will be at the
‘West Bloomfield store 7:30 p.m.
Friday, Feb. 28; the Ann Arbor store 2
pm. Saturday, March 8; the Rochester
store, 2 p.m. Sunday, March 9; and the
Toledo store 2 p.m. Saturday, April 12,
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