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BY MARY QUINLEY
CORRESPONDINT

Forget about traveling to
New Orleans to celebrate
Mardi Gras, the day before
Ash Wednesday. Stay home
and party.

From jump blues and boo-
gie-woogie favorites to best
costume contests and Jus-
cious Louisiana-style culsine,
there's something for every-
one.

So, don your finery of gold,
purplc and green, the official
Mardi Gras colors. Layer
bright and brilliant beads
over your head, hide behind a
mask and join other revelers
for the gala event.

Here's a sampling of what's
happening:

B The De La Salle
Collegiate Music Boosters
and PFrench Club host their
annual Mardi Gras Party 7-10
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 22,
14600 Common ,
Warren. Tickets §12 per per-
son, includes dencing,
refreshments, appetizers and
entertainment. Call (586)
778-2207, Ext. 228.

¥ Dine and dance 8 p.m.

to 1 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 22, at
Sacred Heart Church, 1000
Eliot, off 1-75, Mack Exit,
Detroit Proceeds will be used
for a parish school and clinte
in Haiti. Cost is 820 per per-
son. Silent auction, door
prizes and 50/50 rafile, eall
(313) 392-0189.

B Eastern Michigan
University will rock Friday,
Pebruary 28 at the 10th
annunl Mardi Gras Party
sponsored by radio station
WEMU, “The real highlight
(of the party) is that we
bring a band from New
Orleans,” said Mary
Motherwell, ing and

Don your mask, it's Mardi Gras time

‘Tuesday, March 4. The §10
admission includes appetiz-
ers, live musle and a chance
to win §1,000. Need more
info? Call (313} 965-4600.

# Create a festive, fun cos-
tume and head to Fishbone's

Choir and puppeteers join
forces to slay reluctant dragon

Using sounds an bols of
timeless beauty, Rumn
Symphun/ Chmrbullds bridges

Tuesdny, March 4. A standard
menu, with drink and dinner
speciats, will be offered 11
a.m. to midnight. Prizes for
best costumes will be award-
ed. The restaurant is at
29244 Northwestern
Highway in Southficld. Call
(248) 351-2925.

I U\c musicand n
tyle buffet will be

development director of
WEMU, Doors open at 7:30
p-m. at the EMU
Convocation Center on
Hewitt Road in Ypsilanti.
‘The cost, which includes a
Louisiana-style buffet din-
ner, is §40/person or 8280
for a table of eight. Cash bar.
Tickets must be purchased
by 3 .m, Thursday, Feb. 27.
| (734) 487-2282 or
onhnc at: WWWWEMULOTE.

B The celebration at
Fishbonc's, 400 Monroe St.
in Detroit begins 7 p.m.

avaulnb]c 'nmday. March 4 at
Zydcco Restaurant, 374 S,
Main, Ann Arbor. From 6-11
p.m. customers will savor
prime rib, Cajun deep-fried
turkey, peel-n-eat shrimp,
blackened catfish, jambalaya,
etouffee, desserts and lots
more. Cost $39.95/person,
cnll (734) 995-3600 for
reservations.

Mary Duinley is a Livonia resident
and writes abou? food and travet for
the Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers. You can reach her at
Moinfo@aol.com.

New Shanghai Circus comes to town

You won't see Bozo the
Clown or bears wearing tutus at
this clrcus.

The New Shanghai Cireus
tastefully mixes graceful ele-
gance and nerobatic adventure
into one sophisticated event
that leaves audienees wonder-
ing: "How can the human body
do that?®

The Incredible! Acrobats of
China performed by the New
Shanghai Circus is coming to
the Millennium Centre in
Southfield, 15600 J.1. Hudson
Drive, on Sunday.

The jugglers who throw
breakable dishes and harmful
objects, acrobata who look as if
they can fly, and contortionists
arc practicing a 2,500-year-old
Chineze artform, Expect to see
death-defying acts by perform-
crs wearing boldly colored,
beaded costumes. The show
featuring 20 entertainers from
the People’s Republic of China,
is fast-paced with a tecd= ~(
humor for children, The ncro-
bats, dramatic music, and cre-
ative high-tech lighting should
satisfy adults,

The New Shunghai Circus
was founded In 1984, Think of
a smaller version of Cingue Du
Solell with 8 more upbeat pace.

The circus, presented by
. International Special

Attractions, began when
Michael Wilson, vice president
and director, visited China with
his father in the 19803, Wilson's
dad was in the entertainment
productibn business. Together

SHOWTIME

What: The incrediblel Acrobats
of China performed by the New
Shanghal Clrcus

When: 8 p.m. Sunday, Feb, 23

Where: The Millennium Centre
in Southfield, 15600 J L.
Hudson Orive.

Tickets: $28 to $45, call (248)
557-7529 tor more infarmation.

they saw their first Chinese
acrobatic show. Four years
Iater, the performances were
broy;
and the New Shanghai Circus
was formed,

In 1999, his show was the

first ever to show Chinese acro- st

bats on Broadway. The show
was a scll-out and since then

the circus has toured the world.

Chinese acrobatics were
developed In Chinese villages
and inspired by the harvest.

t by Wilson to the states

People flaunted their skills

during the harvest by perform-

ing daring feats with house-
hold and farm items like
climbing to the top of a stack
of chalrs and spinning plates
on the end of long bamboo

Cm;fudus' fathier wnsan

acrubat who is said (o have lift-
«d 1,000 pound city gates ta let

an army storm through,

= Compiled by Lana yinl
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tween peo-
ple and fufths in two unique
productiona.

Rackham Symphony Choir
presents The Reluctant
Dragon, with text by Kenneth
Grahame and music by John
Rutter, Friday, Feb, 28, at
Milford High School Center for
the Performing Arts,

A second performance will be
staged Sunday, March 2, at
Congregation Beth Ahm, 5075 W.
Maple Road, West Bloomfield.
Entertainment by the Dubav
Youth Klezmer Band follows the

performance,

The Reluctant Dragon is
based on a story published in
18986 by English writer Kenneth
Grahame, author of The Wind
in the Witlows. Composer John
Rutter sct the story to music in
1983. The tale centerson o
young boy who befriendsa
dragon that enjoys poetry and
daydreaming. When villagers
discover the dragon, they
become frightened and imme-
diately plan its demise.
Through friendship and the
kind intervention of St. George,
the dragon is spared.

Actor Fred Buchalter, who
has appeared in Michigan
Opera Theatre productions
Turandot and Pargy and Bess,
is the narrator for RSCs
Reluctant Dragon. Reprising
their roles from last scason’s
production are Susan Lowric as
The Boy, Chris Vaught as St.
George, and Lawrence
Stotsbery as the Dragon. RSCs
Artistic Director/Musieal
Director Suzanne Mallare
Acton conducts. Life-sized pup-
pets, created by Detroit's

PuppetArt for Rackham
Symphony Choir, animate the
story to provide a unique and
specinl experience for children.

Since the organization’s
founding in 1849, the Rackham
Symphony Choir has provided
talented vocalists from the met-
ropolitan Detroit area with u:lc
opportunity to rience an,
petrform cht):"dm‘c of the
highest astistic excellence. Led
by Acton, the chorus has
expanded its rich traditicn of
musical performance. Acton
clso serves as assistant music
director and chorus master for
Michigan Opcra Theatre.

The Rackham Symphony
Choir receives financial support
through membership ducs, pri-
vate foundation grants, per-
formance fees, mdmdunl dona-
tions, 1%

Life-sized puppets, created by Detrolt’s PuppetArt for Rackham Symphomy
Cholr, help tell the story of “The Refuctant Oragon.”

THE RELUCTAHT CRAGOH

B Rackham Symphony Choir presents the tale by Kenneth Grahame
with music by John Rutter, 7:30 p.m. Friday, feb. 28, at Milford High
School Center for the Performing Arts, 2380 Millord Road, Higttand.
Tickets $5, call (249) 889-8660.

B A second performance will be staged 130 p.am. Sunday, March 2 at
Congregation Bett Ahm, 5075 W. Maple Road, West Bloomfield.
Funded by the Waiter Litt Family Jewish Music Fund, patrons are
asked to bring a good will offering. The show benefits The One
Famity Fund. All proceeds are directed to famifies in fsrael who have
suffered as a result of svicide bombers. Call (313) 272-0334.

]

concert ticket sales. Support is
also given by the Michigan
Council for the Arts and the
Dc\mu Cultural Caminission.

ions and pcoplc who

RSC or in membership, call
(313) 272-0534 or visit the
Wb site at

wwiw. RackhamChoir.arg.
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