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Men turn the tables

Cooking |

and do all the
cooking. Life, C5

Nesting box

Here s habitat tip No.2in
the series celebrating the
Rational Witd:Ife Federation’s
Backyard ¥iildlife Habltat™
program’s 30th annlyersary.

Many specles of birds
require 3 cavily in which
they bultd nests, lay eggs
and ralse their young.

Some species, fike
woodpeckers, an excavate

{heir own nesting cavities
inthe trunks of decaying
trees,

Others take advantage
of abandoned woodpecker
holes or natura! cavilles
created by broken
branches.

Some require the tall
meadow and prairie vegela-
tion to weave and hide their
nests.

Installing nesting boxes for
blrds is an easy way to help
create habilat in your yard.
Here are same suggestions
from the naturalists at the
HWF

Install your dirdhouse
before the nesting season
tegins (mid- to late winter),
Late February s best for
most areas.

Boxes built of untreated
wood are best.

Your box shouldn't have
aperch. Perches are
unnecessary and allow pred-
ators access to eggs and
nestlings,

Hang your box from a pole
with a predator quard.
Hanging bozes in ttces
allows predators easier
ateess and can harm the
tige,

The box should have a
drainage hole in the boitom,
ventiiation holes toward the
top (but not in the roof), and
2 hinged side ta allow easy
accass for tleaning and mon-
itoting.

Don't use insecticides in
the yard. Bitds rely on
insects {o feed their young.
And the chemicals are harm-
{ul to the birds themselves,

Keep your cats indoors.
Domestic cats kil millions of
birds every year,

You can scoie the
Inside walls of the boz, which
will assist baby birds In
reaching the exit hole when
they are ceady to Jeave the
nest.

Try {0 identify invasive
exolic birds like European
starlings and English spar-
rows - which out-compete
and kill native birds - and
remove thelr nests from
your nesting box if you dis+
covet them.

Plans tor building a nest-
ing box can e found in the
Backyard Habitat Planning
Guide, available from the
NWF for $1495 by calling
(585) 461-3092.

Check out yout toca!
Home Depot store for
(he RWF chickades nesting
box.

More infermation on creat-
ing habitals and how 1o have
them officially certified by
the HWF is available at
wwwnalorg/backyard-
wildlitehabitat.

Homeowners know (Ireside moments make for & cory cocoon, so (hl‘] are opting for more than one fireplace In the home.

Fireplaces are
modern-day
fundamental

EY NICOLE STAFFORD
STASE WRITER

These days, builders and archi-
tects rarely ask clicnts whether
they want a fireplace.

Instead, they ask how many.

“They know fircplaces are as
fundamental as the kitchen sink

in today’s home, and that warmth,

comfort and nutural ease capture
the way homeowners want to feel
in their living spaces. Flreplm:u

not only make for cory
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but also bring a sense of the out-

-doors inside the home.

Submissions

“We're sceing more than one
and cven two fireplaces,” said
David §. Compo, co-owner of
James D. Compo In
Farmington Hills homc builder.

WHEREABOUTS?

The next question asked by
builders: Where ought the fire-
places go?

"People love having a ﬁrcplnmu
in the master badroom,” Compo
sald of the most papular location
for a second hearth,

Close behind are the library den

and finlshed basement.

“What'a popular on the lower
level is the peninsula replace”
snid Compo. "It's open on these
sides and acts as o sort of separa-
tion or room divider between dif-
ferent spaces”

Two-way fireplaces serving
adjoining rooms, often between
kitchen and living area or living
room and dining room, are practi-
cally commonplace today, sald
Compo, whose company recently
ploneered a master sulte version
that brings the fireplace within
lh&c feet of a whirlpool or bath-

t
Homeowners like two-way fire-
places because *it's one unit dalng

do 50 with rustic charm and architectural texture.

two things;” for the cost of con-
structing and one

Accent
the flame

BY KICOLE STAFTORD
STAFF WRITER

Fireplaces arc as much
obaut design as function, 5o
let them warm your body
and your senses.

As a decor element, fire-
places are architectural,
When sclecting a mantle or
facing, consider the overall
style of your room.
Remember, the look of a
fireplace can be changed
completely with new facing.

More often than not, a
room’s fireplace becames its
focal point, sa don't over-
look mun!le accents, such as

ick mand floral

chimney. Facings on either side of
the fircplace can, of course, differ
radically to fit decor needs.

EASE OF USE

Technology has fueled the fer-
vor over fireplaces, too.

The look of gas odels has
30 improved that most
homegwners profer them over
wood-burning fireplaces sald
Steve Brown, co-owner of
American Fireplace & Barbecue

PLEASE SEE FIREPLACE, €2
1

arrangemen

‘Tool sets, ﬁn.'wood carri-
ers, fire screens and other
functional aceessories help
Incorporate| the fircplace
into a room's d&l%n scheme,
And, in the case of gas and
clectric fireplaces, such
accessories add reallsm,

Tipa for finding the right

{:n: accessories from

lhc thnh, Patlo &
Darbecue Association
Include:
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English accents

In detall, from the band-rubbed golden

of refined aider with exollc rogue cherry

Do you have a speciatitem
you'd live to showcase in
Marketplace on the front of
Al Home? We'd like fo
feature itt

Send a phcto or slide of
the piece, along with
information, to; Ken
Abramezyk, At Home editor,
Observes § Eccentric
Newspapers, 805 £ Maple,
Birminghain 48009,
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