€2 (of)

Observer & [ecentric | Thursday, February 20, 2003

|_ATHOME |

www Home Towntife.com

PHO1O COURILSY OF ART VAN FURKITURE
Art Yan Fusnlture’s efectric fireptace offerings include models that serve other

{unctions, such as house entertalnment equipment.
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in Southfield, where gas casily outsells
wood-bumning. And since gas fireplaces
are so easy to use, homeowners don't think
twice about adding a second or third.
“Today, even the most modest home gets
one or even two fireplaces,” said Brown.
Even low-end gas models look realistic,
suid Bub Merrill, 4 sales representative for
Al Seasons Spas & Fireplaces, which has
showrnoms in severad citics including
Livonla, West Blosmfield, Watcrford,
Sterling Heights, Dearborn Helghts and
Ann Arbor. “Now it's o matter of do § ke
this one or do [ like that one? It's not &
matter of docs this look realistic to me”
Of course, firepluce technology husn't
overlooked our penchant for gadgets, but-
tons and the nitimate in conventence ~
another selling point for many homeown-
ers. Todny’s gas and electric fireplrces are
available with hand-held remote controls
with on/off switches, thermostats and
flame height monitors.
“It’s something to have to impress your
friends,” said Merrill.

ELECTRIC FIRE WAVE
‘Fechnological improvements have

transformed the eleetric fireplace, as well,
And today'’s models - vastly improved ver-
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Technology has enabted manufacturers to turn out
electrlc fireplaces that look reallstic, which has
fueled consumer demand for them,

sions of the slow-moving flames of yester-
duy - have a substantial presence in
today’s hearth showrooms.

“They have come a long way. They look
better, and they are much more
realistic,” suid Merrill at Alf Scasons
where electric models range from $500-
$2,000.

The result: Consumers have embraced
the electrie fircpluce, an appliance ance
considered, if not tacky, then sitly,

~There's been increased demand for the
electric products,” said Meryill. “Five years
ago, it was lnughable”

Again, verisimilitude primarily explains

consumer interest. That electric fireplaces
are portable and extremely casy to use and
maintain adds to their appeal.

For npartment dwellers, home renters
and those ort the move, an electric fire
place is the only viable option, said Karen
Cutley, spokeswoman for Art Van
Furniture, which started carrying electric
fircplaces three years ago.

“We felt it filled our guests’ necds, and
it's been very suceessful,” said Curley. “You

have the look and the feel of a warm fire-

place without hnving a flue, the wood
and the whole process. They just add alit-
tle ambinnce”

Currently, Art Van offers 40 electrie
models with fumiture-grade mantles ina
ariety of muterials, including oak, cherry
and marble.

Mantle architectural styles run the
gamut from traditional to Misslon to con-
tempontry, Some coordinate with Art Van
furniture scts.

“Firepluces really are an extensfon of
furniture,;” said Curley. “It's a antural |
architectural pivce that you put in your
home, and it's another piece of furniture.”

At Art Van, some electric fireplaces not
ouly look like furniture, but they are. One
model, for instance, does double-duty as
an entertainment center. Another boasts a
bookease, -

A little Dickens by firelight, unyone?
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FROM PAGE C1 Shopping,

purchasing aceessories.
& Obtain fireplace dimen-
sion measurements before

colors and textures in the room
housing the fireplace, includ-
ing lamps, light fixtures, door
handles, hinges and other

in the showroom.

R Browse the Web for acces-
sory offerings and ideas, A list
of manufacturers with Web

B Let the design style of hardware. site links is available from the
your home guide you. & Take a fow snapshots of Hearth, Patio & Barbecue

A Keep fireplace use and fre-
quency of use in mind when

@ Examine the predominant

your hearth to help guide you

Associntion at www.ipba.org.
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KITCHEN TOP SHOP

Call us today so you can be cooking in your new
kitchen before Spring arrives!

Free In Home Estimates e Besign Service Availahle

248.477.1515

31150 W. Elght Mile Road o Farmington Hills _
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Come in and see the largest and newest showroom in Michigan!
Celebrate with extra savings and extra discounts on everything from...
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And for this event...

INTERIO

FURNITURE

20292 Middlebelt, Livonla (S. of 8 Mile)

We Will Pay Your 6% Sales Tax!!
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(248) 474-6900

Open
Mon., Thurs., Fri. 9:30-9
Tues., Wed., Sat. 9:30-5:30
Open Sunday -4
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