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Plant assocaations select wmners Seminars, gardens featured at

he Perennial Plant

Associntion has chozen

Leucanthemum “Becky, a
single white dalsy with a bright
yellow center disc, as the 2003
Perenninl Plant of the Year,

ese flowers are very ver-

p satile in that
they can he
used in bor-
dery, contain-
er3, or in natu-
rallzed aveas,”
#nid Steven
Still, PPA exec-
utive director.

Garden

They are alse
Spot excellent for
cuting.
The plant
Marty $rows ‘2) 103
flgey | feettalland
docsn't require

staking. This robust, clump-
forming winner stands up well
to heat and humidity; in fact, it
loves the sun. Moderately fer-
tile, well-drined garden soil
suits this plant that is hardy in
zones 4-9.

It begins flowering in Jate
June and if deadheaded, flow-
ersinto Jate Auguit and
September.

When necessary, this pretty
daisy can be divided in spring
or autunin.

The sclection of
Leucanthemum “Becky” land-
marks the t4th year of this pro-

gram,

“The Perennial Plant of the
Year Program helps consumers
select plants that perennial
industry experts find to be out-
standing and easily grown,”
$till said.

“The homeawner can have
real confidence that the
Perennial Plant of the Year will
grow well in the garden.”

Local garden centers and
many mail-order pecennial
aurseries will have thia plant
for the 2003 season,

‘When you plan a garden
with daisies, pair them with
some of the following: a drep
yellow daylily, a purple-blue
Siberian iris, Lady's mantle,
blue oat grass, ar Asiatic
hybrid lilies.

FROM AAS

All-America Selections also
has some new plant varieties

wSIY Y

The Perennial Plant Association has
named Leucanthemum “Becky” as
Perennial Plant of the Year,

that may be of interest. There
are so many, Il highlight just a
few.

The blooms of Gaillardia
“Sundance Bicolor” are
mahogany red and yellow. The
growth fiahit suggests it would
be perfect in o native garden.

It is an AAS bedding plant
award winner, as is Dianthus
F1 “Corona Cherry Magic” The
mogic is in the unusunl colors
of the single flowers - cherry
red, lavender, or a mosaic of
these two colors, with stripes
or flecks. It's great for patio
containers or window boxes.
Try it with dwarf conifers or
tropical foliage plants.

Three AAS Flower Award
winners are:

B A che “Golden -
Jubilee™ hax golden foliage that
gently shades to lime-green on
the lower leaves.

It is relatively pest-free,
requires no pinching or prun-
ing, and does well in full sun or
partial shade.

Lavender-blue spikes are
borne at the top of the plant
that attract bees. The leaves
have a strong mint arama
when lightly crushed; use them
for flavoring tea.

8 Rudbeckia Hirta “Prairie
Sun” has single daisy flowers of
gold and primrose yellow: This
is the first rudbeckia with this
pattern and a lime-green cen-
tral cone.

This is best grown as an
annual that may winter over.
The tall flowers are excellent

stems.

W Petunin F1 “Blue Wave® is
atrailing annual capable of
spreading its vigorous stems 3
to 4 fect in one season. The
blue, trumpet-shuped blooms
continue throughout the grow-
ing season.

A Mediterranean-type
Melon P1*Angel” is o winner in
the vegetable category. It
ripens early and hins excellent
flavor.

The flesh is white, firm and
sweet. Like all melona, “Angel”
requires bees for pollination,
As it matures, the color will
chunge to ereamy yellow, a sig-
nal that the melon is ready 1o
harvest.

GOLD MEDALIST

The AAS Gold Medal Flower
Award winner is an ornamen-
tal millet F1 “Purple Majesty™a
new-to-the-garden plant. This
award is the most prestigious
honor given to a plant.

This beauty grows from 3 to
5 feet tall when mature and
isn't fussy about soil, as long as
it's warm.

Another desirable trait is the
spike that appears golden with
pollen then changes to shiny
purple when the seed matures.
That spike, when immature,
can be used for flaral arrange-
ments; the seed spike can be
used az bird food or outdoor
decorations.

1f grown indoors, the leaves
will be green and the plant
may not be as tall. Direct sun-
light induces purpie leaves.
Wait until the soil is warm and
it's warm outdoors before sct-
ting this millet in a sunhy gar-
den spot.

For a list of sources for seeds
and/or plants of 2003 All-
America Selections winners,
send your name and address to
me at The Observer &

Discover the nsewest and best
ways to make your home more
beautiful, functional and com-
fortable at the Ford Field
Heme & Garden Shaw Feb,
20-23.

The event marks the first
fiome and garden show at the
new homse of the Detroit Linns,
but two full-time hames und
hundreds of home and garden
exhibits will take the place of
football players and fans for a
few dnys.

“Showgoers will see
hundreds of top name,
’Juulltv products and servives

or the fumily, home and
yard,” said Mike Wllbmhlm,
show with

in home impruvements and
new homes. Take time out to
stroll through the show’s beau-
tifil gardens and landscapes
and enjoy water features and
thoysands of blooming annuals
and perenntals.

There will be seminars on
building, remodeling, do-it-
yourself projects and home
decorating,

Experts will share tips on
home renovations, nutinte-
nance and landscaping.

At the show, Crrol Reed, The
Router Lady, will demonstrate
woodworking tnols and skills;
Glenn Haege, newspaper
columnist and America’s
Master b will cover

'szimu to the show will
find everything under the sun
and all under one roof. Top
name, quality products and
services for your family, home
and yard will provide the inspi-
ration homeowners need with
spring just around the corner.
Experts in the ficld will divulge
secrets and varjous seminars
will instruet.”

Exhibits will cover the gamut

“What's New and How To" in
home improvement; Chefs
Angus Campbell and Robert
Garlough will teach reglonal
American cooking; Jeff Ball, as
seen on NBC's “The Today
Shosw;” will explain how to get
“Beautiful, Green and Easy
Lawns” and Nancy Szerlag,
garden columnist, will focus on
potted plants and *What's
New-Tools, Techniques and
Fabulous Plants”

wmeswnon o FOTC Field Home & Garden Show

FORD FIELD ROME &

GARDEN SROW

Whenc Feb. 20-23

Where: Ford field

Hours: 3-9:20 p.m. Thursday.
Feb. 20; noon to 10 p.m., Friday.
feb, 21:10 a.m. to 10 p.m,
Saturday, feb 22 and 10 am.
to 6 p.m. Sunday, feb. 23.
Admission: Adults. ST. chitdren
{6-14), $3; children five and
under, free. Advance tickets
3ailable onfine. Weekday adult
discount admission coupons
are gvailable at Speedway.

For more information, call
(800} 328-6550 or

www FordFieldHomeShow.com.

S

ShowSpan also produces the
Michigan Home & Garden
Show March 6-9 at the Pantiac
Silverdome.

‘The following contractors
and businesses are among the
cexhibitors with booths or dis-
plays at the Ford Field Home &
Garden Show, v.hlch apens
todayat 3 p.

Lars David, Clukswn (resi-
dential decking)

American Discount Heating,
Farmington Hills (hearing and
cooling

J & E Installation,
Farmington Hills (doars and
windows)

Miles Bradley Building,

Farmington Hills (decks and
Eccentric Newspapers, 805 E.  gazebos)
ingham 48009, Affordable Dry B:

Maple, Bir
You can also access the AAS
Web site: wwavall-americase-
lections.org.

Marty Figley is an advanced master
gardener based in Birmingham. You
can Jeave her 3 message by dialing
(134) 953-2047 on & louch-tone phone.
Het fax number is (248) 644-1314,
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Co., Livonia (b water-

ON DISPLAY

Brink's Home Security,
Livoni, (burglar alarm sys-
tems)

Cabinet Clinic, Livonia
(kitchen remodeling)

Renewal by Anderson,
Livonia (windows)

Signature Awnings, Livonia
(awnings)

Thermal Sash, Livonia
{replacement windows, patios,
stec) and storm doors)

Rainbow Recreation of
Michigan, Northville (play sys-
tems, swing sets and basketball
hoops)

Elite Crete of Michigan,
Orion Townshxp (euncreu: <

in-

proofing and referral service)
Bath Fitter, Livonia (acrylic
tubs and

ishes)
M:uk.l Ba]dwm. Plymouth

Blue Dot Services of
Michigan, Livonia (heating,
cooling and plumbing sup-
plies)

Southfield
23455 Telegraph Rd.
248-356-6430

e A ARy Q) (Y AT 1R
s

Granite 3cm thick!

$38.95 SF Rosa Beta
$38.95 SF Luna Peart
$49.95 SF Impala Black
$45.95 SF Uba Tuba
$4595 SF Tan Brown
$48.95 SF Brown Sierma Fe

Al prices include instaftation & measurement, huf

budincse or straight polished edge 20 A miimu LB

JUST ARRIVED... -
- Large invenfory on--.-
T marble slabs. .-
chk urparound -
on mstallaﬂont
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Booms Swne Co., Redford
(granite, marble and i

Redford (furnaces and air con-
ditioners)

Replacement Window &
Siding, Redford (windows, sid-
ings and doors)

Quality Window Sales,
Rochester (windows and patio
doors)

Heartland Sunrooms, Spas
and More, Southiield (patio
glass enclosures)

Premium Protection,
Southfield (security systems)

The Closet Organization Co.,
Sylvan Lake (closcts, home
offices and storage)

Bathtub Liners of Michigan,
Troy (lincrs and shower watls)

Everdry Waterproofing, Troy
(basement waterproofing)

‘West Construction, Troy
(residential construction)

Wilcax Brothers lmymon.

countertops)
Liberty Towat Comfort,

Marb!e Granite - Sllkstone°
Why buy countertops at retail when you can
buy direct. Since we fabricate at our own
{ocations, we beat the “Big Box" store
pricing. We offer quick delivery and
personalized service.

€
Coy Corstruction, \\alled
Laie (construction services)

Farmington Hills
24301 Indoplex Circle
(248) 426-0093

Visit one of our Showroomsl
!5nu("mel(!{Elmltnymlllﬂilﬂin‘ué;u.‘J M-7-Th 8:30-5:00;

Silkstonet
(nstalled!

Includes installation, moasurel
straight polished edge, 20 81 minmum.

Huge Savings!!
Granite Marble Remnants
SOUSY!FIZE:D la»\§0{§u¥

Wo stock over fhoon hundred stads of Martin, Graasvta
and SASING N ovor ety Urque cokors, Wo stock the
L\Mwmmmmdmmnlﬁd’-pm

Check our prces firat!

Ceramic Tile Sales Inc.
Marble & Granite Shop

menls,

Rochester
1972 Star Batt Dr.
248 853-4654 .
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