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Power defied
faith to fight
in Civil War

lavery and the Civil War
had a profound effect on
the little community of

Farmington. Many ordinary

citizens became heroes,

John Power was one of
Farmington's most colerful
Civil War heroes. He was the
grandson of Arthur Power, a
Quaker and founder of
Farmington. John Power
belonged to 3 Quaker family
that did not beliewe in fight.
ing.

When 17-year-old John
Power went to entist at the
onset of the Civil War, his
father Abram Power pre-
verted it. But John, Abram’s
oldest san, didn't take no for
an answer. He ran away to
New York and enlisted in
the Navy as John Wilcax. He
was the Paymaster's Steward
on the USS Monogahela
when it took past in the bat-
tle of Mobil Bay.

The opening of Mobil Bay
wns a significant victory in
the Civil War for the Union.
‘The Monogahela was one of
a group of ships that forced
the surrender of the two

e squadron was com-
rmanded by Admiral David
Farragut, who ordered the
ships into battle shoutin,
“Damn the torpedoes, full

ahead”

One of the Confederate
ships captured after a fierce
battid va$ the Trnnessee.

John Power picked up a
shell fragment on the deck
of the Tennessee after the
battle. He brought it with
hint when he fically came
home.

After the war, John Power
became an actor, He eventu-
ally had his own scting
group, the John Power
Comedy Troupe.

1n past-Civil War
America, entertainers trav-
eled from community lo
comrunity. John Power and
Company traveled all over
the United States until he
retired to Farmington,

Once home, John operat-
ed a grist mill In 1891, he
martied Martha Hendryx of
Redford, They eventual
lived In the family home on
Shiawassee. 1t was the first
frame building in
Farmington and is na longer
standing. The couple had
one son, Percy, born in 1902,

John Power was active in
local affuirs, serving as
Justice of the Peace,
Township Supervisor and
County Treasurer. He was
also commander of the
Marshall Besch G.A.B.

While serving as Oakland
County Treasurer {n 1309,
he was interviewed by the
Detrait News. He related
how many anti-slavery lec-
}umi; vl\’trc “vxvlultl‘ sthis

amily home while ng
inthe nelgl'nborlmog?‘;?’cd
was also quoted about his
father Abram's participation
in the Und d

The men enter (he family reom at once and serve the appetizecs and salad.

Men cook when local couples get

together for gourmet dinners

B¢ PAUL R FACT
STASF WRITER

Five cougles, three from
Farmington Hills, have struck a
deal.

When they get together to
enjoy a gourmet meal, the men
not only do the dishes, they plan
severnl courses, shop for the
food and cook it all up in the
kitchen as well.

The Men's Gourmat Club cele-
brated their 10th year of cull~
rary delights in Farmington
Hills Satueday.

1t all started with a Welcome
Wagon Gourmet Club in
Farmington Hills more than 10
years ago.

Bob and Linda Brucksicker of
Farmington Hills hosted the
maost recent get-together, where-
{n the men trade their kitchen
aprons for chef outfits, then don
tuxedos when they Joln their
wives for the maln course.

“We also give them roses,” sald
Bob, who added the cvents are
fun to plan and the men don't
mind dolng all the work.

“We even have chef coats with
our names on them,” he safd.
“We have a ball dofng it

‘The couples usually rotate the
location amang their tive homes.
‘The other couples are Ralph and
Pattie Bingham and Gail and
Doug Haynes of Farmington
Hills and Judy and Gary
Wantuck of Rochester.

Bob said the Welcome Wagon
Gourmet Club fizzled out after it
reached a peak of about 60 cou-
ples. The five remaining still
enjoyed getting together and
decided to continue it amongst
themselves.

Same have nmoved awny from
Farmington Hills, but still host
the specinl meala,

& women do the cooking
most of the time, so this is their
time,” sald Bob.

Not surpritingly, the men have
all become better cocks since
taking aver the kitchen.

Ralph Bingham prepares Crostinl for
the cvan, A pot of Tomato Basil seup
slmmers gn tha stove.

And they do theie research for
upcoming get-togethers, Using
gourmict magazines and the
Tnternet, they'll try new entrees
and appetizers.

"Now, we like to get creative,”
Bob said. "We went pheasant

Doug and Cail Hayres. 6 2nd Linda Sutton, Gary 2nd Judy Wanluck Ralph and

£4 Sutton. Doug Haynes and Ralph Blngham are ready for service.

hunting and watched a tape on
how to cook them.”

tinda Sutton and husband Ed
of Plymouth are part of the
group. Linda said Ed has
Dbecome an excellent cook since
knocking elbows in the kitchen
with the boys.

Pattie Bingham and Bob and Linga Bruchsieker

"1t is really neat what they do”
she sald, adding some close
friends would like to juin the
group, but the five couples
pgreed to keep their meals most-
1y to themselves,
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qgather six times 3 year for dinaer planned. cooked, served, and cleaned up by he men,

Railroad, a secret organiza.
tlon that sheltered runawsy
slaves end transported them
ta Canada where slavery was
legal.

On Maiy 23, 1908, john
Fower told the pager, “We
'c;.ﬂ%:‘:; had ne\;r“humw::‘/ of

¢ ‘undergronn
and did not know for along
time what was going on, but
we felt that s toystery had
suddenly been Laid over the

ute,
- *\Ve would be csutioned

t sway from the barn
brmw and then
‘would be all right
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Patterson paints bieak economic picture for Oakland County

Y 00T KVRAN
STATF WRITER

Although terrorism and West Nile
Virus wrro toples of discusaion,
Oakland County budgst woes domi-
nated Brecutive L. Brooks Patterson
stale of the county address Wednesday
st the MSU Management Education
m& ; his 11th

en year as
the county wpml. painted a bleak
economic picture for 2003, which he
xaid will be hie *most chall-nging year™
in office. He sald his Ba:am to
‘been scrambling to find ways to trim
the oduntys bﬁp& o wnaks it balance.

Initially county sfclals identified a
139 ‘budget shortfull for the

N

2004 fiscal year, which
will begin in October.
However, Patterson said
the figure has risen to
more than $23 million
and could increaxe.
Fatterson largely
B blamed the state, which
itselfis looking at & 82
Hilllon deficit for 2004,
for the county’s economic troubles.
More specifically, he xaid cuts in state
shared revenue coudd cost Qakland
County an additional $17 million for
2004. Andd he expacts other sources of
state income to be cut, as state legisla-
tors try to stop the bleeding in Lansing.
"We are expecting unprecedented
‘budget cuts from the state.” he said,

Vatterson

tawever, Pattersan said the county
coffers have also been hurt by a decline
in investment income, and a significant
drop in revenue from property taxes,
which have fallen shorter than budget
projections.

Thus far, the county’s main plan has
hoen 1o cut back on its employwes. Back
in July, the county offered an early
retirement program. To date, 237

ployecs have taken ad nge of it
which Patterson said will aave about 87
million. The cmployecs will begin feav-
ing in March, and their pasitions will
not be filted.

Still, Patterson said further cuts wilt
need to be made. Although lnyoffs are a

possibility, he xaid all other aptions will
‘»c Aricd first

“There's no question that future
adjustments will be required” Patterson
said, “Layofls are an ahsolute last
resort, beeanse T have no appetite for
putting someone in the position of
going home and telling bis or her family
that, through no fault of their own, they
no longee have a job.”

Despite the budget woes, Patterson is

ing the county asi
sct aside $500,000 to combat West Nite
virs, which infected about 200 people
and led to at least 20 deaths last year in
Oakland County alone. The county led
the state in both statistics.

Patterson said combating the discase
has been a priority of his. Mc said the
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