F1 gt} HE 0p 8F*

Flonw

Aul

Observer & Ecvenine | fhursaay, fedruary 20 2000

Classifieds inside

To place an ad call toll free
1-800-579-SELL (7355)
Fax: (734) 953-2232

: ctﬁagm 3
;tz‘)ssm:k&)‘ . "W!Lf
Wingymeok - 500045,
B Aepouicerents
. W A
WhEa - 0T

Advertising Feature

KY DALE 8USS
AVANT NEWS FEATURES

‘There’s no better prospect than taking a Cadillac
Escalade far a trip through the Upper Midwesz when
the snow is falling and winter winds are swicling, The
cight passenger SUV is huge, high off the ground and
sure-footed, and the feeling of security it provides driver
and passengers is matched only by the 2003 Escalade’s
luxurious ereature comforts,

“That's the ample good news. But along with the cod-
dling and cocooning come some not-un draw-
backs as well: Escalade rides and handles too loosely; it
gets atrocious mileage; and operating the vehicle's vari-
ous can be so i f as ta seem to
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require 2 co-pilot.

Listing at prices starting at $50,795, Escalade is the
two-year-old SUV entry for Cadillac, which ance agaln
is trying to recapture some of its past glory with an over-
haul of its entire product lincup. Cadillac says that
Escalade appeals tn younger buyers, and it reeeived the
2001 "Most appenling Luxury SUV® uwmdrfmm J.D.
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2003 Cadillac Escalade Provides Secu_rit'y and Luxury

T

2003 Cadillac Escalade I8 loaded with luxurlous creature comiorts.

ly-oriented humor from old Bill Cosby routines to saip-
pets from Laugh-In? We never even got to the point of
playing a CD on the Escalade’s Buse-equipped audio 53-
tem—how nineties would that be?

Minor complaints about the interior include the fact
that buttons and knobs bearing only iconsure so numer-
ous that they could overwlielm many drivers ability to
remember the associated functions. Instead, words of
description with tmany switches would be a big help.
And while Bulgari is certalnly a gold-plated brund, place
ing one of its clocks un the center console scems redun-
dant, with a !e:gc digital clock just s few inches away on

Power & A iat
satisfaction with autos and auto makers.

No doubt the Escalade’s cabin scored huge with con-
sumery. The front, middle and rear seat levels each have
their own climate controls, i i comfort

the

For 2003, in addition to making the cabin even more
a den of comifort, Cadillac has img d Escalnde’s han-

ments including front-seat dual-level airbags for driver
and Eusenmr-unslng system so the airbag knows
whether to deploy. Huge arruws on the side mirrors that
blink along with front and rear tum signals are a useful
touch. GM ulso has ndded powee-adjustable feature to
the brake and accelertor pedals (or the new model year.

A striking dvantage ab night in Escalade i the high-
intensity Jischarge headlunps, which drench the roa
ahead with simulated daylight; GM says Escalade Is the
only SUV to carry these lamps as a standand feature.

et, for )i that functional aplomb, Escalade doean’t
necessarily turn heads the way some of Caddy’s new
sedans do. Tt is baxy-looking and unremarkable, espe-
l-i'nl1y!rumpnn-d with some of its campetition in the

diing and performance. A new fourchannel electrunices
bk

even for family members whose internal thermostats
diverye widely. Heated mid-level seats that recline are o
plensant plus ns well. One quibble: Heat for the middle
seats emerges from the ceiling too close to the head of
the right-side occupant.

On our family trip, the 2003 Escalade’s vast enter-
tainment options were a big hit. The optional Pannsonic
DVD gystem for mid-and-rear-seat passengers allowed
my twa teenagers to pass the hours quickly watching
Lord of the Rings. The newly available XM Satellite
Radio was an absolute delight: How many places can
you find hour after hour of music from the tortured but

i nties, or a i prog of fami-
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trol system replaces a three-channel hydraulic
control, providing benefits such as more stable, con-
trolled ABS stog il by the ity for
quick braking on o snow-covered streteh of Interstate 94
recently ncar Jackson,

The tobust six-liter Vortee 6000 engine in the all-
whecl-drive version lends Escalade 345 horsepower,
more than any other SUV, and remarkable pickup for
such a huge vehicle. Another pleasant surprise is
Escalnde’s turning ratio of just 39 fect, very tight for a
mammoth SUV and handy when you're poorly navigat-
ing unfumillar city streets,

The 2003 Escalade nlso featutes safety enhance-
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ry niche. Escalade looks rakish only by con-
trast with plain-luoking cousing such as GMC Yukon
and Chievrolet Suburban.

Escalade doest't display best-in-class handling either.
1t's 2 bit mushy and unresponsive, And while even fange
potholes on the rustic roads of Oakland Tuwnship are
effectively damped Uy Escalade's cushy suspension, the
ride overndl seems more truck-like than it shoutd.

With fuel efficiency on n 900-mile round trlp to
Wisconsin that averaged only about 15 miles n gallon
even on the 1 system, Escalade required way
too many stops to refill its 26-gallon tank. But vnce the
fuel-tank cap was back on, it sure was a nice whicle to
climb back into,
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