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Science shows early

learning cost-effective

he science is indisputably clear, fully confirm-
ing what good parents have known forever.
Kids develop very rapidly from the time

they are born. Something like 85 percent of
the brain s developed within the first five
years of life. Thnu when kids are going to
dcvel? socially and ional-
ly. And if they miss that trmcnl window,
they'll have an {ncreasingly tough time as they
get older,

The public policy consequence is equally clear.
Education should begin at age
zero, not at age 5, which is
when most kids start going to
public school iundcrmnen
Sadly, there {a n d

than §2.5 million.

The media are compelling. Tmages of parents
reading, holding, laughing, caring ~ those verbs
agalnt ~ nre;nxmposcd with the faces of chil-
dren just beginning to sense the exci of
discovering the wander of themaelves and the
waorld around them,

A great part of this year’s campaign — which
will kick off next Monday — is a telephone num-
ber linking parents and Interested adults with
loeal information, Dialing (888) BE-A-HERO
gets you in direct touch with trained staff that
will direct you to information about p
and services in your own local intermediate
school di_‘su'ict. During peak times, cafls will be

today between what we know
about how and when children
develop and when we start
nding money in educating
em.

Budget hawks, consider this;
Much of what needs to be done
isn't going to cost taxpayers one
red cent. Reading to your baby
for just a half hour & day tur-
bocharges the development of her brain, How
much does that cost? The verbs are compelling,
the cost is cheap and the results vast: read, hold,

teach, laugh, play, care for, love.

And when costs are involved, the payoff is
seven to one. Ypsilanti's High Scope/l’crry
Preschool progrant is the most nudled cnrly
childheood program in the country, R

byan d voice mail system
requesting a caller’s contact Information. This
will be forwarded to the local 1SD for direct fol-
lowup.

Fortunately, this private effort is drawing sup-
port from the public sector. One of the themea of
Gov. Jennifer Granholm's State of the State

ch was Project Great Start, through which
(Kwn.ules &7 Intermediate school districts are
being asked to define edueation as beginning at
birth and not when a kid starts kindergarten.

Over the past couple of years, sumething like $90
million in state granta have jump started commu-

nity-based coalitions to help the parents of the
130,000 babies who are born in Michigan each
year.

Public engagement is not limited to Gov.
Granholm. A bi-partisan Chlldrenl Caucus in
the Legis),

conducted over 30 years shows that the pub-
lic saves $700 in the cost al’prlsunu drug

tr welfare, and
sacial services in return for investing $100 in
high-quality early childhnod education and
care.

Por the past few years, I've been part of o
snnll outfit called the Rendy To Succeed
Partnership, which 18 committed to early
childhood care and education. It's a broad
group, including folks from bualneas, philan-
thropy, education, politics, law enforcement,
health care and the medin. You might
remember {ta catchy slogan — “Be Their
Hero From Age Zeto® — from last year's
media campaign,

Next wee ?( it'il launch a new campalgn,
one gtn:roully funded by intermediate
s=hool distelcts and grants from foundations
of General Motors, Ford and
DaimlerChrysler. The eampaign will be on
TV, radlo, billboard and newspapers and,
counting the free match from media partici-
pants, this year's drive will bring total media
expenditure over the past two years to more

become a national lender in )ugh ullity early
education and care for young chil 3ren.
Former state representatives Pan Godchaux
from Birmingham and Lynn Martinez from
Lansing were key in starting the caucus a few
years ago; with thelr departure from the
Legislature {thank yoo, term limitsl), new
leaders arc stepping u]

A lot fs coming tugc!hcr in all this, Brain
acicnu. Publlc policy. Private phllunlhrupy
and Ism, State govi Local
tenchers, nugses, doctors, clergy and parenta.
But the results could be, quite Heerally, revo-

twas almost like old times.
Ann Arbor was alive again to the sounds
of anti-war protesters Saturday. They
assembled in groups from different ends of
the downtown and gathered in front of the
Federal Building. It was deja vu.

Imaginative demonstrators carried a fabric
bomb and another group carried a papier-
‘mache Mother Nature puppet. The signs
ranged from the inane, *Iraqis ure people,
too, to the crudely rﬁ'm:tivc, 'Bush. Cheney,
Rumsficld, The Asses of Evil!

Ovewhcnd there was an air battle. Two pro-

Like old times in Ann Arbor
as people gather to protest

Vietnam provided a template for protest.
“The first protests against that war came from
the hard rﬁ democratic socialists, commu-
pists, Trotskeyites ~ and the "new leftists”
young people inspired by the civil rights
movement, {lirting with socialism as 2n anti-
dote to grasping capitalism, and a few true
pacifista. Every social movenient and innova-
tion starts at the fnngt-

They were joined in time by thousands of
young people who just didn’t want to dicina
war they didn't understand and by traditional
hbcnls usually the major champions of :

war planes p
“Saddam, Step Down,” and
“Protesters Promate War -
Period” and an anti-war
plane encouraged those on
the ground to join the
movement.

A car carrying a middle-
aged man on his way down-
town offered another point
of view, On the left hand
side, a bumper sticker read
“A Vet for George W. Bush”®
and on the right, a bumper
sticker featured The New
York Times nameplate on one side and on the
ather the words "Left of Lenin” on a. bold red
background with a hammer and sickle.

The local newspaper put the number of
demonstrators at 2,000 but that scems gener-
ous. It was probably in the low hundreds. It
was not nearly 83 many as were gathered &
mile away at Crisler to watch the basketball

e
gn;:m. they did have enough protesters to
form a glant peace sign on the Diag. It wasa
formation that would have satisfied the direc-
tor of the U-M Marching Band in its preci-

sion,

But, unlike the early demonstrations
against the war in Victnam, this was a mixed
crowd. Maybe a third were stud There

defente, d the legiti-
macy of the war's goals. anlly. they were
joined by fathers and mothers, disgrantled
vets, retired prople with time on their hands
tolick envelopes.

Many Americans learned that it was OK to
protest government policies. They learned
that loving America and blindly following the
current adniinistration are not the same
thing. That notion has been under attack
recently by the Bush administration and
Attorney General John Asheroft. But there
are more people than ever willing to put it to
the test. [t's a lesson that will get a serious
watkout in the weeks and months ahead.

For now, President Bush {3 scen as a strong
leader, He responded forcefully after the Sept.
11 ateacks. His shift from hunting the terrore-
ists to golng after Saddam has met with
resistance but has not seriously eroded his
support.

Polls show most Americans back
President Bush but want him to act in
cooperation with the United Nations, Most
Americans trust that Saddam Hussein {s an
evil, mentally unstable man, who cither has
or recently had weapons of mass destruc-
tion. They might be wary of the motlves of
the President and Vice President, but they
have a decp respect for the Secretary of
State, whu has until recently been a volee of

were also young parents with their children,
giving them a taste of demoeracy in action.
There were older people, who probably
marched against the war when they were stu-
dents. There were people from the Mustim

Iutionary.

e iin (e o .
und for early chitdhood educaticn and
dcvnlnpmcnl can logan to
www.t org. For inft fon on the
Michigan Ready To Succeed Partnership, go to
www.readytosuceeed.org.

Phil Powe is Ihe chaltman uf Lhe board of the company that

owns this newspaper. He would be pleased to gel your reac-
tions to {his column elthes at {734) 953-2047 or al
ppowes@homecommunet,

As the marchers mnde their way down
Liberty, a lane man stood with a large
American flag in one hand and a sign in the
other, proclaiming "I support the President”
An older marcher stopped to discuss their dif-
ference of opinion. Hcvnu Joined by another
marcher who also cartied a flag, with the stars
erranged a8 & peace sign, and a8 slgn wnmln;
Eeoplc not to wrap themzclv:s inthe flagin

lind acceptance of U.S. potley.

But when saber mttling tumns to bombs and
American airmen and soldiers are killed in
action, the moed will change. If America
becomes bogged down in a ground war, the
poll numbers will plummet. If it turns out
that the threat of deadly weapons was a ruse
to free up ail deposits, the consequences
could be devastating.

But for now, the American prople are will-
ing to wait, watch and trust. In time, they
may be willing to carry a slgn and march.

Hugh Gestaghes is the managing editor of the Obsarver
Newspapers. He t2n be reached by phone ot (734) 953-
2143, by e-mail at hgallagherdoe homecomm.nel of by
{ax al (T34} 91219,

Get your MORTGAGE at a BANK you can TRUST!

STERLING NOW OFFERS
JUMBO MORTGAGES

Great Rates & FAST Approval

We are avallnb!e in the bmnch or
we will come to your home!
1 Year Jumbo ARM at 4.00% and 4.15% APR
3 Year Jumbo ARM at 4.50% rate and 4.54% APR

WE ALSO OFFER CONVENTIONAL MORTGAOES
15 & 30 Year Fixod Rate and 1, 3 & § Yeer Adjustable Rele .
ST0P BY OR CALL ONE OF OUR
BRANCHIES TODAY
Clawson 3
Desrbom 19-274-3830
Groess Polnte Woods 31,
Livonia 7344624108
Rochester 248-856-5T730
Aosevite
PERE e
Sohuora.™® Waterford e eeraliss
“We Crece
West Bloomieid 2430639044
wwynstertingbank.2om  Customer Sorvics 065006018
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More reasons to ome out & play at Casino Windsor

The days may be cold and short, but the action ks ahways hot, and with theve great promotions, Jong on value at Casino Windsord
Beat the wirgcr blahs by heading 10 Casing Windsor whers the U.S. cummcy exthange pets you more play time and more chances,
0 win. We're Just a fow minues away, but workls apart b comdont and style. Heat things up with hewe great promotions.

We'll pay new members up to $100™

Join the Playens Prestige™ Club from now until February 287, aned on the day of
crroliment, you will be reimbursed 50% of youw losses up 10 3 mavkmum of
$1007™. See Club Booth for detarls.

Tnple(nsh Bt!tll February 3" - Rarch 3"

Slot Chaly members always cam Carh Back tut now you can cam tree Bimes &y
‘much for points eamed on slat play. Weelnighos from 3p.m. - 3 am. Teb, 3¢« March 31,

Playen Prestige

Style Entertainmentin the Showtime™ lmﬁ‘

HEARTTHRODS - [{D. 1N - MAR. 8° A REALLY BIG SSEW - MAR 11" - AR S°
Tickets for these great shaws are [ust $10 U.S. Call 1-800-991-R888 10 ordet lickets,

)u: 5. cumency ghves you more cank
hmilm‘rmmmmuu~

Gttﬂm Playl”me for your US. doflar!

1 your poxket, more play ime aad mor chane
Sachaate dady, tat over he Lt yert Rave neraged axpronimanch 4%, ﬂvuman

Win your share of $60,000™ (aslu'

v anty one of our un and ewcitmg, eniry dee slot lunteat. O Acv! Toumaneet i
anm regiy by caTing 1-800-991-8888, of vil 1 for mare ckarmuason.

llll]f! for less -room rates mst sss“ F g

Enjoy & mid week getaway (Sun-Thun) in o world-class four-

PES LS. Book eardy - Tanieed avalabiliy. mwmmnanwwi
March 31, 2303, Raks are per night, phus taxrs, double ocaupancy.

For inkormation an these and other resors why you should visk Cavino \\'indnlhhnim al 1-808-991-7777,
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www.casinowindsor.com
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