Your hometown newspaper
serving farmington and
Farmington KIS for 116 years

SUNDAY

FEBRUARY 23, 2003
75 cents

Farmington Unified’s battle for top spot moves to Compuware - c_‘_’_;‘

FARMINGTON

eruey

World famous
Young pianist to
perform with
DSO.

Arts, Dl

VoLuut 116 Nusetr 45

ST

Sprit award

Grant Weber (plciured} was
recently awarded ihe Mastin
Luther King Spitit Award for
excellence [ service, ieader-
ship and
commit-
ment at
the
University
of

Michigan.
Helsa
third year
mechanical
engineer-
ing student from farmington
Hills and 2 graduate of
Farmington High School,

Weber serves as president
of #1 Tau Sigma, the mechan-
feal engineering honor saie-
ty thal participates in varic
ous campus and community
service events, such gs cook-
Ing dinners at the Ronald
Mcbonald House and tutor-
ing sessians tor firsl and
se¢ond year studenls,

He also serves en the
Mechanical Engineering
Student Leadesship Board
and is a coordinator of the
Dance Marathon, the stu-
dent-tun organizatiot that
rafsed over $168,000 last
year for pediatric rehabllita-
tion programs,

eber also won U of M's
1. Ergineer contest.

He is the son of Ron and
Johan Weber of Northvilte.

£ Lock-in

Efemenlary schoo! stu-
dents at Highmeadow
Common Campus.
Farmington Hills, will raise
money for the school's
Literacy Closet and
Seedlings, a Uvonia-based
organization that makes
Braille books for sight
Impaired children, 6:00-6:30
pm, Friday, March 21.

Highmeadow's Literacy
Closet contains leveled book
sels used In the classroom fo
provide students with books
about subjetts they are
learning.

During the event studenls
will read, listen to story-
telles and participate in
reading telated activitfes.

For Information ot to
become a sponsor, contact
Sue Kallsky, media specialist.
{248) 785-2073.

1 FHS reunion

Farmington High School
class of 1973 Is planning a
30-year reunion. For more
information, call (248) 684
8780,

R Auditions

The Clty of the Farmington
Hills Special Services
Depariment’s Cultural Arts
Division, along with Sky's the
Limit Productions, wifl be
presenting the on-stage ver-
sion of the classic ?0's edu-
catlonal cartoon. Sehoot
House Roek.

Qpen auditions will be held
2l 6:30 p.m. Monday, March
10. Young actors of 3l tevels
between the ages of 5 and 17
are welcome Lo audition.
Enrliment 18 limited.

Call (48) 4731857,

wiown.hometownltife.com

Some of (he protesters recited Ihe rosary as students l2ft the Mercy High School parking fet.
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Critics assail Granholm’s

ic stand on abortion

&Y SUEBUCK
STASF WRITER

Hoeflein stopped by Mercy High School en

Thursday to drop off a letter from her daughter
Andrea, expressing displeasure over reinstatement of
the controversial “Lunch With Jennifer Granholm™
item for the Feb. 22 auction.

Hoeflein, a Farmington Hills resident, saw a group

two dozen picketers from the Stop

Grartholm Church and Truth Project and decided on

of the mnment to join them.

Andrea is n 1947 Mercy graduate.
“I just drove to school to see one of the sisters,” said
Hocflein, a clinical microbiologist who now does

training. I felt very insulted whea I read in

the paper that it was a small group of fanatics whe
were protesting. I put in so much volunteer time at
this school, I nem a professional woman and an

parent”

I Merey was a secular school, that would be one
thing, but as a Catholic institution. Hoeflein feft cor-
tain rules must be followed. “It's a hypoerisy of what
the school stands for,” she said. “Don’t
one thing and then brainwash the kids.”

Granholm has bean under fire since last year's elec-
tion cump;;'ﬁn over her Catholic faith and views on
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State deficit
tops list of
community
challenges

BY PAUL R PACE”
SIATE WRITER

g

The three centers of power in
Farmington and Farnington Hills
convened Tuesday night to discuss
how best to work together for the
better of the connnunity.

Part of their concern was how to
malke eltizens understand haw the
state deficit may affect their lives in
coming months and years,

‘The annual mecting brings
together top rdministrators nad
clected officials from Farmington,
Farmington Hills and Farmington
Public Schools Lo discuss upcoming
issues and how to work them
through as n team.

This year, Farmington iills host-
od the event at the Spicer House in
Heritage Park and hvited Joseph
Ohiren, o professor at Eastern
Michlgan University in the depart-
menLof Consmonity and Reglonal
Development, 1o discuss ways of
working together more productive.

ly:

Ohren has held similar seminars
with other communities,

11e said the common senstbility
ix for a communkty to look out for

TLEASE 3CE CHALLENGES, A6

Officials question propesed smoking bans

BY PAUL R. PACE
STAFF WRITER

Proposals to bun smoking in public
places and in restantants and bars are
making thelr way among county and state
Inwmakers.

Qakland County Commissioner Eric
Coleman, a Southficld Democrat, intro-
duced a resolution recently that would
ban smoking in public places in the coun-
ty. but allow it in bars and restaurants.

‘Then there's a bill in the state House
that would ban smoking in all bars and

restnurants in the state,
County Commissioner David MofFitt of
the 15th District in Farmingtan Hills said

Coleman's propasal hias good intentions to
b

protect the public's health from exposure
to sccondhand smoke.

“But with my lawyer hat on,” he said,
“we'd need to figure out what is a public
place. There may be public places with
food service in tflcm, 50 how do we deal
withs that?*

Moffitt wonders what “public” could
mean in legal terms. .

“Does that mean you can't smoke in o

public park in the open air? It may
require a small catalog to explain what is
public”

Moffitt sald private companles are
atready allowed to ban smoking or desig-
nate smoking treas.

“It's difficult to determine how effective
this would be (if passed),” Moffitt said.
“We don’t have the means to enforee this.
‘There is a limit to what government can
do and what governiment should da”

Tn'the House, a bill that aims to ban

FLEASE SEE SMOKIHG, A7

FHS kids face

food Fear Factor

BY SUE BUCK
STAIT WRIER

Same people say teenagers will eat almost

anything.

A )Xmup of Farmington 1lgh students did

Just thut on Feb. 20,

During their SMART period, an audience

watched as classtuntes took a real “Fear

Factor” challenge, patterned afler the reallty
TV show. The event was held, approprintely

enough, in the school cafeterin,
Foreign language teacher Jennifer

Michacls led severn! rounds of|

surprises, which started with Bleu Cheese

tronomic

Nichael Gatiepy tosses back a handlul of squid.
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