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Battle for No. 1 moves to Compuware Arena

BY PAUL SEAUDRY
STAFF WRITER

Alot of high school hockey fans
think the Divislon I regional open-
er Tuesday between No. 1 Redford
Catholic Cenlrnl and No. 2
Parmington Unified is 10 be the
“real” state title game - no matter
what happens in two weeks.

Itls, Eerefom, appropriate the
“real” state titic game be played in
the same arenn as the real state
title game,

Because both teams ae highly
ranked and the demand for tickets
outstripped the capacity at Redford

* Iee Arenn, Tuesdny’s 8 p.m. game

: has been moved to 4,000-scat
Compuware Arena in Plymouth
Township - the site of the MHSAA
finnls on March 6-8.

“I think it's great for high schoo)

hockey,” Parmington eoach Mark

. V:Ilucd said. “This way everyone
gets a chance to see the two top-
ranked teams §n the state. Qur boys
are excited and I'm sure the CC
kids are excited, too”

The foundation for this was taid
shortly after the regional pairings
were announced. As fuck - bad or
xood, your pick ~ would have it, the
random deaw paired CCand
Farmington to play in the second
game Tuesday, after the Livonia
Churehill and Redford Unified con-
testat 5 p.m.

*“This would have heen two big

crowd-control games,” said CC ath-
letic director Bob Santello, whose
school is the host for the tourna-
ment. "Churchill and RU are close
and draw people. Then you have
parking and our game coming in.
So the Farmington people initiated
the possibility of moving the game
out with the MIISAA”

Seating at the 1,000-seat
Redford fce Arena had more to do
with it than anything. Both schoals
recelved an Initinl alloiment of
roughly 300 ticketa, with the
rematnder to be sold at the gate.
‘That was pushing it with the num-
ber of CC fans who would want to
attend and not enough for the gen-
eral public.

But it was nawhere near enough
for the Farmington fans, who have
increased their numbers as the team
has stayed unbeaten - now at 24-0.

So talks began with the Michigan
High School Athletic
Association, which has never
moved a tournament game in any
sport solely because of fan
[nterest, 1o shift the game to
Compuware.

'Wc re sbsolutely thrilled,” said
Marta Laird, president of the
Farmington Hockey Boosters. "This
hockey community is just huge. But
1 was really shocked when our 400
tickets were gone in (15) minutes,
We're hoping to have that kind of
community turnout at Compuware,

“For this area, the only (alterna-

tive) venue was Cc

T
Everything fell into place. W(‘ re
very fortunate they could make the
ice avallable to us and fortunate
(MHSAA assistant director) Randy
Allen stepped up and suid, “These
nre unusu; and we

‘s request, there will be
no pre-game sales at CC or any of the
Farmingion high schools. Tickets
will be available ut the arena’s box
office during reguinr business hours
Mnndny and Tuesday.

need to change it™

Once Allen saw the demand for
tickets was real and not a potential
one, he - along with Santello nnd
Farmington district athletic director
Dennis Noc - agreed 1o the move,

“it's an appropriate mave in this
case, and we're fortunate that we
had the facility avallable to be able
to do this,” said Allen.

“The goal is to accommodate the
fans. If it were a few fans we were
dealing with, that's ane thing. But
the demand from Farmington was
50 great that everyane felt this was
the proper move”

And it might be for the best, too.
Fans will get the same fecling as
they do at a game for the rink's reg-
ulur tenant - the Ontario Hockey
League's Plymouth Whalers.

‘Fhe regular game staff, the pub-
lic address announcer, the goal
judges and concessions will all be
the same.

‘The Churchill-RU game won't be
along for the ride, hawever, and
will stay at Redford Arena for their
5 p.m. game.

Ticket prices are §5 at both sites.
Both achools have sold out their
advance ticket nflotments and, at

will get a flat fee for
lhr far ﬂny rentd and whatever it
mukes in conceasions. Redfiord
Arenit will be relmbniesed for the ice
timne aswell aa s sum for lost conces-
siond for that game, and the MITSAA
makes the money frons the gate,

A for the game ftaelf, it s tongh
for the Noa. t and 2 teams to meet
a0 early, but such s the case of n
blind draw. It not the fimt time it's
happened, and it's ot the first sport.

But, for it to happen when bt
teams re so hot - and throw in the
fiact it's the first time the state finals
will be held at Compuware, moving
here from Flint's IMA Arean this
season - it could live up ta its billing,

“I think it's great that we get to
show a top game at a first-class
facility” CC co-coach Todd Johnson
eqid. “The kids are really looking
forward to it. ] hope Farmington
brings everyone and that every kid
in our school goes, too.

“People will talk about what a
shame it is that one of these teams.
has to go home on the second night
of the tournament, but this kind of
game will be great for high school
hockey in Michigan.”
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CC puts game
together in romp
over G.P. North

For the first time in & long time, Redford-
Detroit Cathalic Central had its best hockey play-
erx on the ice 1ngether at the same time.

And Groase Pointe North fonnd out what ean
happen when that happeas on Wednesday night
an top-ranked CC rolled over the Norssmen, 10-1.

“1 think it's only the second or third time all year
where we had the players, who we felt were our
top 20 guys at lhr‘ry_)nmn)( of the seasom, playing
together,” CC on-enach ‘Drld Johnson eaid.

“It didr’t help (the Norsemen) that they had their
best defenieman suspended nad a two-time all-statr
player not dress while he waited for the MISAA to
rule on his eligibility. They weren't on their game,
After we made it 4-3, I think they stopped working™

It was close for the fiest period as CC(9-0
Michigan Interscholastic Hockey League, 19-3)
held a 2-1 lead, but the Shamrocks kicked it in
gear in the sccond to take a 6-1 Jead.

Brandon Naurato led the scoring parade with
three goals, while Eric Giosa and Kevin Horad had
three assists, Drew Kahle had two goals and an
assist, Dave McGordy had a goal and two assists,
Pat Coldren had a goal and an ussist, Tommy
Mullen had a goal and an assist and Jason
Lewarne and Andrew Eggert had a goal each.

The Shamrocks had 29 shots an goal, while CC
goalies Jimmy Blanchard and John Garza made
seven and five saves, respectively.

CC closed out the reguler season on Saturday
night nruns( Birmingham Brother Rice and will
open Division I regional play agninst No. 2
Farmington Unified at 8 p.m. ‘Tuesday at
Compuware Arena.
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waiting for it,” said Farmington

. junior assistant enptain Brett
Laird, who had a hat trick

- against Mott,

* "Now it comes up in the first
game of the playofls, and every-
one wants to be ready for it

The possibility of a

. Farmington-CC matchup was
likely cince it was known from
the start of the season both
teams would be in the same
regional.

But a game between Nos. 1
and 2 would make a good
champlonship game - for the
state title, not just the regional,

ether it's the first round
of the regional or the state final,
it alwaya comes down to one
‘game,” Farmington senior cap-
tain Jeff Tosoian said, *so you

just have to take them anc
game ata time.”

Vellucci noted the last team
to beat Fnrmlngton was CCin
last year's regional final. It was
2-2 after two periods, but the
Shamrocks eventually won, 4-
2,

“We stayed with them for two

periods, but we didn't have
qmu, the depth,” Farmington
senior captain Mike Hand said.
“We only had three lines, 50
they wore us down and togk
control by the third period.

“We gave them & good game,
but we feel we're much
improved. We're excited for the
challenge again this year”

Scouting the opponent

Velluccl saw the Shamrocks ocks

lines this year, a solid corps of
defensemen and good goal-
tending, Vellucci said, adding
“We're pretty much cqunl with
them” in that regard.

Laird said he and his team-
mates know what they need to
do when they play the
Shamrocks.

*Everyone has to go all out
and give 110 pereent oll game,”
he said. “We have to play a
three-period hockey game and
not one or two.”

"It's going to take everyonc's
best effort and no individual
play,” Hand said, "We have to
play as a team all three periods,
We can't let up at all, because
they'lt pounce on us it we do*

Despite their record, the
Flyers know meyll be rtgn:drd

in the Trenton Sh

this year and observed CC usu-

ally pulls away from the oppos-

ing team in the third period.
The Flyers also have four

asthe gs Tuesday,
“Oh, yeah” Tosoian said. “Faur
years in o row! You've gotta beat
1he best to be the best”

Should the Flycrs upset the

Shamrocks, however, they're
confident they have a team
capable of winnicg the state
title.

“This next game is huge,” Hay
said. “We know we can go all
the way, Lut all we're thinking
about is CC"

*When you're in single climi-
nation, the next game is the
most important, and that's all
that matters,” Tosoian said.

Vellucei and many of his
players planned to attend the
CC-Brother Rice game
Saturday night to scout their
next opponent.

“I've got some buddies on the
{CC) team, so I bave a good
idea how they play,” Tosoian
said. "They're the best until
someone beats them,

*If everyone plays his game
and it comes down to the wire,
hopefully, we'll get the bounces
and lucky breaks and come out
with a victory,” Vellucci said.

Fiyers whitewash Corsairs

It was Senior Night
Wednesday, and Vellaeei played
his 13 seniors early in the game,
which meant the Fiyers had
some different combinations on
the ice.

Mott gonlic Austin Durham
played well and shut out
Farmington for two thirds of
the first period, but the fiood-
gate opened once the Flyers put
their regular lines in the game.

It helped that Farmington
was on the power play for its
first two goals, too, Hay sand-
wiched a pair of gouls around
onc by Hand for a 3-Olead in
the first period.

Adam Charnoby (13:35),
Michaet Singer (13:09), Laird
(9:53) on the power play, Brett
Ramsay (7:27) and Louic
Powell (2:06) scored goals in
the second period.

Laird scored agnin at 9:53 of

the third and added a short-
hkand goal at 6:51, which
invoked the 10-goal mercy rule
and ended the game.

Flyers goalic R.J. Ulrich
eamnied the shutout. Farmington
outshot Mott, 49-4.

“(The 24-0 record was) a
total team effort, not relying on
three or four players but every-
one contributing,” Hand said,
“We're all going for the same
goal, and that's to kr.-cp playing
aslongas we can.”

“It pays off when you have &
group working hard every day”
Tosoian said, adding the key to
Farmington's success has been
selflessness.

“Everyone out there is play-
ing for what's on the front of
the jersey, not on the hnck.
That's what sets us o,

“We knew we amlcrdo it; Hay
snidd, “It was 2 matter of concen-
trating every game. We did it
and our next goal is CC Tuesday™
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Hey Coilege Hockey Fans!
TICKETS ARE CN SALE NOW!

Family Packl
4 Tickets, 4 Little
Coosars pizza slices,
4 Cokos
ONLY $381
b Y Call 313-396-7575
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Check Today s Classmeds Sechon
- to. See How You Can Enter to Wm'
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