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YMCA issues call

The Farmington Family YMCA is trying to locate all former
bourd members for a special eelebration this spring.

On Thursday, April 3 Kevin Bush and Gary Unruh will be hon-
ared at the annunl Community Breakfust. Bush and Unrub both
served as exceutive director at the present YMCA.

Plans for a past chairman's plaque will alsn be announced.

Tfyou are a former board member please contact Jenny Ward at
(248) 553-1908 and leave your current address 5o a formal invita-
tion can be mailed to you,

Vagnozzi available

downtown Farmington.
Vagnozzi will also be holding
town forums starting with one
in the next few weeks on the
cost of preseription drugs. He is

State Rep, Aldo Vagnozzi
(D-Farmington/Farmington
Hills) has announced that he
will hold a series of monthly
coffees to meet with residents

of the & onleg- sp a bill that will allow
islative issues, Michigan to join other Great
The first coffee will be held Lakes states in a purchasing

9:30-11 a.m. Saturday, March 1,
at Anna’s Café and Baskets in

State Rep. John Stewart (R-
Plymouth) has called on the
state fire marshal's office to
begin an investigation of the
Feb. 12 fire at Northville's
Maybury State Park Historic
Farm and Petting Zoo that
killed more than 50 farm ani-
mals,

“We need to support our local
fire department and make sure
they have the assistance nceded
to find the cause of this devas-
tating fire,” Stewart said.

Maybury, at Eight Mile and
Beck roads, is the only farm
owned by the Department of
Natural Resources and the only
state park in Wayne County.
Stewart also contacted the
DNR to discuss increased fund-
ing, for rebuilding the farm.

Stewart told the Northville

Rep. Stewart requests investigation of barn fire at Maybur

compact that would bring
down the price of medicines.

savings measure,

"I don't like the sequence of
events in this situation,”
Stewart said.

Rebuilding the barn will be a
task far easier said than done.
Since assuming office on New
Year's Day, Gov. Jennifet
Granbolm, a Northville
Township resident, has warned
state residents about budget
cuts to meet a deficit crisis.
Still, Stewart said he would
stump for a restoration of the
barn,

“We've punished Wayne
County enough,” Stewart said.
“There’s still more population
in Wayne County alone than
there is in 17 states.”

Stewnrt said he had already
written a $100 check to the
Northyille Community
Foundntion, which was gather-

Record !has he had been
hed b .

weeks prior to the fire about
rumors that a portion of the
park could be sold as a cost-

ing for a restora-
tion, and planned on speaking
with representatives fram the
Department of Natueal
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Farmington Hills was the scene this
past weekend of another round in a long-
running debate: evolution vs. creation-
iam and which thould be taught in
schoals?

Members of the Michigan Atheists
attended a seminar Feb, 15 at the
Northwest Baptist Church in
Farmington Hills where Arv Edgewort,
director of Truth and Science Ministries
and pastor at Trinity Baptist Church in
Flushing, Mich., spoke about ¢reation-
ism.

Arlene-Marie of Allen Park, state
director of Michigan chapter of
American Atheists, said she and other
members attended to debate the speaker.

Arlene-Marie said izatis

like -

Baptists, atheists debate creationism

House bill in 2001 that would mandate a
disclaimer for the teaching of evolution.

She said membery did listen to the
debate for 10 minutes, then interrupted
the spenker to clarify his beliefs.

“He was getting his sciences tataily
mixed up,’ she said.

Arlene-Marie said the group discov-
ered the seminar through fliers promot-
ing the event.

Members meet in the Farmington
Hills or Livonia area once a month.

“We'ee getting to be a large group and
we want our voices to be heard,” she said,
adding the group’s mission is to defend
the separation of church and state.

“We have no argnment with what peo-
ple want to worship, but the first amend-
ment guarantees freedom of religion and
elected officials must respect the first
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Edgeworth’s spawn [egislation such asa

Carl E. Swanberg, pastor at Northwest

Baptist Church, said the debate got vocal
near the end, but he welcomed the athe-
fwts a9 his guests.

¥e said he spoke with a representative
of the group and has agreed tosetupa
speaker to dehate the issue.

“We're planning it,” he said. “I'm not
sure who will speak but [ have some in
mind.”

Swanberyg wid creationists have evi-
dence of their beliefs.

“Evolution is a belief, not a science.” he
said. “They bring their beliefs to the
school system but there are no facts stat-
ing them as true”

He supports schools not excluding cre-
atinnism from study.

*[ think that should be presented in
the schools,” he said, “Not just putting a
stamp of appraval on one or the other”
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Resources in the near future.

For more information, call
(248) 374-0200. To donate
send checks payable to the
Northville Community
Foundation - Maybury Farm,
321 N. Center, Ste. 130,
Northville, MI 48167.

“My position is the state
restoreth,” Stewart said. “We
Tike our Maybury State Park
and the way it was, and the way
itis. It's an idyllic setting.”

ENGULFED [N FLAMES

Northville Township fire-
fighters arvived at the park at
9:43 p.m. Feb, 12 to find the
baen engulfed in flames,

“By that, I mean that fire was
alteady going through the roof,”
said Northville township fire
chief William Zhmendak. “It
was already a skeleton of &

o

en!
“The cities of Novi and
Northville respended to the call
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for additional manpower.

“We knew that we didn’t have
enough water to put the barn
out s0 what we did was try to
protect the surrounding build-
ings by wetting them down,”
snid Zhmendak. “The fire was
not deemed under control until
2am”

At that point, firefighter

to spray foam over the
remains of the 100-year-old
barn in erder to prevent the
flames from spreading.

Those efforts were successful,
saving the chickens housed in
one of the surrounding build-
ings. But the loss of animals
was extensive, including geese,
rabbits, and three work horses.

A pig was found with burns
over the majority of its body.
Efforts to save it were unsuc-
cessful and it was cuthanized at
the scene by local veterinarians
;;lho had responded to calls for

elp.

A sheep was found about 50
feet from the flames, Heavily
burned, it had somehow
escaped the barn fite and was
deemed a “the last Httle ray of
hope” by Janet Talbat, practice
manager at Northville
‘Township's Hidden Springs
Veterlnary Clinle, who had
assisted in saving it. The sheep
had to be euthanized later at
Michigan State University's vet-
erinnty hospital,

A bounuet of roses and handwritten message express sorrow oves the ani-

mals’ death.

Investigators are examlnlng
all possibilitics that could have
led to the fire, including arson,
But the actua] cnuse remains
unknown and the townshlp
department is waorking closely
with the state to determine
what sparked the tames,

Investigations may be engo-
ing, but the residents made
beir strong feelings regarding
the fire known. Within 12 hours

afer the fire had been called in,
a makeshift memuorial had been
created alongside a chaintink
fence at the park, which includ-
ed nslgn and six yellow roses.

*“Oh, how we loved you," the
sign read.

Pauline Lupertio, Hosthville Record
stalf writer, and Chris C. Davis.
tiorthville editor , conlributed to this
report.
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new look at
Merle Norman

1f you haven't vicited a
Merle Norman Cosmetic
Studio lntely, you're in for
a heautiful surprise, With
advanced skin care
products and just about
everything in makeup you
can think of, we're the
plave for your most
beamiful face, Stop by
todoy and use this &5 gift
certificate toward the
purchase of any two
Merle Norman
cosmetie products.*
“Coemetic acerssarses mot in ldor

Limut one por customer
OfTer expures March M. 2008

Hours:
0 Manday -Friday 104 ¢ Satu

Aunt Mid's
Gourmet
S§mach

? 100x.
pkg.

Fresh Express
Iceberg
arden Sala

L
Y bog
Florida
Crisp & Sweet

Joe's
Gourmet

Salad Dressing

2/°6.00

Joe's
Italian

Pasta Sauce

Basa 2001 Blanco
) 100% SuuGuignun Blane

Scal;cut
2% Gallon

Milk

Pricon Good T

Family Favorite
Ice Cream

chrunry 28,
Joe's Produce
33152 W. Seven Mile * Livonla, MI 48152
www.joesproduce.com (248) 477-4333
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