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Granholm supports every
woman's right to choose.
Protesters, who also picketed
her home parish [n Plymouth,
say she can't have it both ways.

Granholm delivered the
commencement speech during
the 2001 Mercy Fligh gradua-
tion ccremony at
Meadowbrook in Rochester,
when she was gerving as attor-
ney general.

Why hnan't Granholm
brought up her warm recep-
tion then?

*“This hasn't been an issue
with us, said Genna Gent,
Granholm's communications
director. “The governor is
happy to accept the invitation.”

Susan Nea! Beaver, 2 1999
Mercy High graduate pointed
out that Granholm's 2001
specch focused on women's
success in the workplace.

“They (protesters) didn't
have a problem with her that

time,” Beaver sald.

The Stop Granholm Church
and Truth Project, formied dur-
ing Granholm's gubernatorial
campaign, is only six months
old, organizers said.

ITEMS WITHDRAWN

Pam Gesund, a West
Bloomfield resident, said her
family has pulled donated car
wash passes to Super Car
Wash, which were donnted to
the auction,

*Supporting Catholic educn-
tion I important, but It has to
be rooted in the Catholic falth”
Gesund said. "It has to be
fearning the truth.”

Lynn Mills, a Livonia res-
dent who has protested at
abortion clinics for 22 years,
hrought her two daughters,
Rzchel and Lauren,

By not gracefully backing
out of the auction, Granholm
is scandalizing Mercy, Lynn
said. “She is using them for
votes. She ean not be pro-life
nind pro-abortion at the same
time”

‘The school's original deci-
sion to pull the auction item
more than a week ago was
wise, she said.

“Who knows what pressures
caused them to reverse that
action?” she aaid. “We care
about what she is doing about
our Catholie faith, the true
church?”

Rachel Mills, a Churchill
High School student, said
Granholm's views go against
Catholic belicfs, "Maybe by
goloyg out here, it might open
up the eyes of the students,”
she snid.

Gracie Denton, a home-
schooled seventh-grader from
Novi, accompanied her mother
Rosemarie to the protest.

“When they bring her into
this Catholic high school and
what it stands for, what is this
supposed to say to the girla?”
Gracie asked, "She’s Catholic,
yet she supports abortion? The
girls are Jooking up to her”

Farmington Hills Police
patrolled the Mercy High
parking lot; protesters were
not allowed onto the school's
}m\ ate property and were kcp:

rom

Most students left the school
bymr, only 1 few walked.

UL BALSLOR | STATF PROTOGRAPHLR

Lengtime focal peo-Tife actlivist Lynn Mills demonstrates [n front of the school.

rxiu as required by city ordl-

Ed Sulrrett. a Livonia resi-
dent, complained that police
wouldn't allow him to pass out
literature as cars left the drive-
way because it was too
obstructive to drivers’ focus as
they entered a busy road.

“There was no obstruction,
there was no traffic, there was
nothing,” he said, “The lady
wanted the literature, We heve
no rights.”

With limited access, protest-
ers shouted their messages to
the drivers,

SCHOOL RESPONSE

d by a reporter, one
student smmd to share her
comments but then friends put
their heads down and turned
away, Seeing that, she shook
her head and remained silent.
According to school presi-
dent Sister Regina Marie
Doclker, students were told
about the protest, which was
advertised on the Stop
Granholm organization’s Web
site. Students were asked to
treat everyone with respeet.
“The students dearly love
their school. I think our young
ladies handled it very well by
not saying anything back,’ she
said, adding officials were con-
cerned that the gitls would be
cxposed to pictures of aborted
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Then-Michigan Attorney General Jennifer Granholm was the keynote speaker st Mercy’s commencement in June 2001,

babies displayed by

The protest was 8 first for
Mercy. Sister Doelker said she
doesn't know how people can
make a jurnp from having a
lunch to accusing the school of
siding with abortion propo-
nents, She noted she is very
much opposed to abortion.

“We live in a world where
people can express their ideas,”
Sister Doelker said.

On Friday, the Observer
received a feed-back comment
through its Web site
{www.observer-cccentric.com)
from self-described “proud
1991 Mercy High alumna®
Miranda Webster of
Farmington Hills, who wrote:
“One crucial point scems to
have been lost in the whole
Mercy High Schoal debacle:

the lunch inq isan
auction item. Anyone who
doesn't want their daughter to
eat with Gov. Granholm need
simply NOT BID on it. No one
is forcing Gov. Granholm on
unsuspecting, impressionable
young women.”

As cars left the gate
Thursday afternoon, Mike
Brissctte of Warren recited
prayers nloud, fingering every
bead on his oversized brown
rosary. He mentioned the
Sorrowful Mysteries, the por-

® N

tion of the rosary that recounts

Christ's persecution and cruci-
fixion, after cach decade,

“Have merey on us,” Gesund
responded.
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smoking in bars and restou-
rants remains in committee.
Aldo Vngnozzl. state repre-

n'tseen it.

I will have to see what it
looks like when it's out of com-
mittee,” he said.

But if forced to choose,
Vagnozzi said he would leave
the issuc up to restaurants, as
they are nllowed to do now.

“There is pressure from the

anningwn Hﬂls. said he has-

at make it known
0 the owners, but at the same

time in some restaurants there
isn't a good enough division
between the smoking and non-
smoking sections.”

1know the restaurant group

is opposed to the bill,” he said.

Vagnozzi doesn't think the
bill will make it to the House
floor this year.

ppace@oe hoenecomm et | (248) 4715450

for more Information on the following
programs contact the City of
Farmington Hiffs Recreation Division at
(248) 473-1800.

.
o Midde School Lacrosse
Farmington Hills Recreation s ofietlng
2 new middie school Lacross? Ledgue
for seventh and eighth grede boys and
glrls. The sezson will run April-May
2003 with practices starting in March,
I Aduit Softball
Hew team reglstration Is now open for
adult soitbalk teams.

TRADE-IN REWARD

$°600 OFF. FREE!
oonmon

RECREATION NEWS

€ Cabin Fever Carnlval
Enjoy some summer fun noon-2:30
p.m. Saturday, March 11 Lhe Costick
Center n Farmingloa Hills. Get out
those summer ¢lothes 2nd bathing
suils and enjoy a pienie funch of hot
dogs. cale slaw and popsicles. The
Parkey Bounces (moonwatk) wilt be
available, a5 wel) as cralts and games.
The fee is §7 per person. |

W Sxtmmiag Lessons
Sestion 1 starts the meek of Warth 1.

8 Proschool Classes

Praschool classes begin the weak of

60 YEARS OF YRUST

March 3.Look in the Fzrmington Hilis
WinterfSpring brochure for class
description and limes. Register soon,
classes fill quickty.
K& Fun In the Kills

Before registering for any program, be

«sure to sea what the Facmington Hills
Special Sesvices Funin ihe Hilts
Passbook has lo offer. Free passes,
ghveaways, huge savings, plus mose,
The passhock is valued at over §15¢
and sells for $15. Passbooks ¢2n be
purchased at he Costick Center and
participating businesses.

SERVICE SAVINGS

| FREE'

-

In Thursdny’s editorial regarding citizen p1r-
ticipation in the public process, it was i

Ty stated that citizens can watch F

Hills Zoring Board of Appeals mectings on city

cable channel 8.

CLARIFICATION

Only City Councnl and Planning Cammission
areb owever, ZBA meetings, |

held at F

Hills City Hall, are open to

the public.

Cali

1-866-438-2670
or 1-586-757-0441 -

eyﬁf Loss
bt for You?

Ir you are 100 pounds or more
ovenweight, the most cffective and
permanent weight loss strategy
available is surgical weight loss.

ATTEND ‘A FREE SEMINAR:
Wednesday, February 26

SOUTHFIELD

600 PM Regivteatnn

£:30 - 800 PM Progaam

Embassy Suites Hotel

28100 Franklin Rd.

1696 to Nordh Telegraph Rel. Lixic
s135 on exit ramp, c1it Northwosrern
Highoay (L'S10) Norih, taen cft on
Beck R Horel on left,

€ Mcct Drs. Sapala,
Wood and Schuhknecht «
the Midwest’s most
experienced baratric team

@ 1earn about the Sapala-
Wood Micropouch® one of
the most cffective versions
of baratric surgery available
anvwhere — UYL patent pemiding

© Meet patients whoe
bave had the sargery

110 pourcs g, My prts acted. | coud
hary witk 6nd pecple beated me tebly
1hnen weght bss Kurpery was nght for e
# B Maopouch™ gercesirated e
success L warted §wont Fom 2 back oce
100 10 8 bort e sales ruston

Lis2 Grer

Conters for Qoutty R-I-r-d THtness

Vind ont more abont efective wricht boce at:
www.weightlosssurgery.com

rorove:
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