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UMS hosts U.S. premiere of Rushdie’s ‘Midnight's Children’

BV LIKDA ANN CHORIM
STAFF WRITER

Kenneth Fischer can’t wait for the Royal
Ipan,
tusicul So
University of Michigan, And rightly so.In
addition to presenting Coriolastus, The

of Windsor, and 70 related
educational events, the University Musical
president is voordinating the U.S.
re of Salimon Rushdics Midaight's
association with the Royal

Merry Wi

Sociel
prem
Children in
Shinl

istan und Bang!adesh us seen through
vs of onc family. In Bombay, two
babies born to Muslim and Hindu familivs,
are switched at bisth.

“1'tn excited ubaut the significance of
putting an epic novel on stage.” said
Fischer, "As o presenter, we're concertied
with advuneing the art furta. [Uwas an
opportunity ta be involved with brivging
this picce of literature unto the stage and
ta poot the ¢ ces of the institution o
deal with the nuting vomponenta of
the bouk, People traveled from 30 states to

second resilency
ety nnd

performances.

Set in modern times, Midnight's
Children teils the story of lndian inde-*
pendence from Britain, and the birth of

peare Company, Unl
Michigan and Columbia Unive
playing in Ann Arbor, We
March 12416, the production,
Rushdic's best-selling novel, travels to the
Apollo Thentre in New York City for five

see the history plays. This production
should deaw with its tale about histoey,
ethnicity, strife and iun”
Ralph Williams b s wli three pro-
ductions offer food for thought. That's why
the University of Michigan English lan-
guuge and literature professor {s lnviting
students, and the community to take part
in edueational offerings con ed with the
Royal Shakespeare Company's residency

including “The Plays of the Royal
Residency” lecture series he's giving on
Monday evenings in the Modern
Languages Building (see chart).

Williams saw all of the productions {n
Englant in December and Januory.

“Midnight's Childrenis a global drnma
satidd Willimus. *Rushdic was born in
Bombay in the midst of o mix of religlans -
Hindu, Muslim, Christianity - and English
colunization, Thiy was late 20th centuty
cosmupolitan culture.

~The Shakespeare productions are spec-
tacular and the Salman Rushdie is a major
international event. In England, every
child reads the book. It's one of the niost
important novels of the 20th eentury, And
RSC is the premier producer of drama in
the Euglish king world, The fexl
ty of the is ding. R
it terms of expertise are truly impressive.”
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LECTURES AXD RELATED EVENTS
0 Coviotanus round table - 2 pm. Tuesday, Macch 4, Power Center
& Merry Wives of Windsor round table - 2 p.m Wednesday, March 5, Power Center
W Hidoight's Chitdeen round tadle - 4pm. Tuesday, March 11, Rackham Auditosim,
M lnsights: Behind-The-scenes lecture/demonstrztions presented by Royal
Shakespeare Company Education, Arlistic and Technical teams - 4:30 pm. Tusscay,
March & {Cortolantusy: Wednesday, March 5 (Mefry Mives of Windsory and Thursday.
Mareh 11 (Mignight's Childrem, Fomer Center.
B Interviens with Saiman Rushdie - 7 psn. Tuesday, March . and ia m. Wednesday,
WMarch 12, Rackham Augilorium.
& Cenler lfor South Asian Studies Fitm Series - 630 pm. Saturdays 1o March 8,
Ralurai Science Auditotium.
For complete isting of events, visit o uniich eckypres/isc.
Relsted event:

8 “The Plays of the Roya Residency™ -7 pm. Mondays though April 14, Modern
Languages Building Audilorium 3. No registration requited for public observation,
cal Patlie Ray) (T34) 6476771 |
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