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New security chief seeks cooperation

BY HUGH CALLAGKER
STAFF WRITER

Wayne County’s new home-
Innd security director Tony
Shannon wants the county to
be prepared, whether it fora
devastating tornado or a blo-
chemical attack by terrorists,

“We have to be sure the com-
munity ia prepared for what
might be,” Shannon said. “It's
better to do what we can and if
it doesn't happen, that's great.”

Shannen, 57, of Livonin
brings more than JO years
experience in the Wayne
County Sherifl's office and doc-
torate degree to his new posi-
tion.

“My responsibilities are the
same ns Mr. Ridge’s (U.S.
Sccretary of Homeland
Security Tom Ridge)on a
smatler seale,” Shannon said. "It
is 10 Jook after getting prepared
for disasters, manmade and
otherwise.”

County Exccutive Bob Ficano
said the county has always been
responsible for emergency
management.

“But it’s always been reactive
... to tornadoes, floods, The
mindsct has been reactive”
Ficano said,

e said the new position will
e proactive about organizing
emergency response with the
county’s 43 local governments
and surroundlng counties.

*1t takes everybody to do
their part)” Shannon asid.
ryune ean'’t do it alone,
are cost fuctor.

Shannon sald he will actasa
central coordinating agency for
local cotnmunities, working
with mayars, supcevisors,
police and fire chicfs and med-
ical people. He will also be
preparing a program to educate
the public on what to do in an
emergency.

Shannon said knowing who
to call and where to go in an
cmergency.will help to cut
down on panic. He said he will
be building on programs
already in place.

‘Wayne County is particularly
vulneruble because of its inter-
national border and extensive
industry.

“We have 100 chemical com-
panies in the county, un oil
refinery, a bridge and a tunnel,
three nirports,” Shannon said,
“It's the hub of Michigan, That
miakes us higher on the target
list. ft draws attention.”

Shannon snid his first job will
be working with other agencics
in the county to develop a miti-

cation progeam outlinieg pro-
cedures for dealing with vari-
ous emergencies, Ele ls working
on a couple grant proposals to
sock federal funding and wants
ncoordinated cffost rather than
competing with ather ngencies
in the region for federal funds,

Ficano said the county has
moncy in its budget to fund the
homeland security office but
need extru federnl funding. He
said the moncy has been prom-
ised but “the feds have been
much slower than anyone
would want.”

Ficano said the economic
vitality of the region depends
on strong security measures.
e said Michigan depends on
having an open border and he
is working with the Canadian

government on balancing the
need for “just on time” delivery
with proper security checks.

Shannon said he understands
the argument that that there is
u thin line between responsibly
warning people about potential
vimergency dangers and causing
unnecessary panic.

"It ls a sall line, but Fdon't
now what it is” Shannon said,
*If it never happens, we'll have
n ! exercise and excrcise It
nlways good. IFwe don't do it
and something happeny, we
defeat vurselves”

He said we need to adopt an
attituce that was more com-
mon in the late 1940s when
people looked out far each
ather,

*Watch what's happening
around yoi, take care of your
neighbors, many people don't
cven know their nclgﬂbcrs.' hie
snid, “W used to donlot of that
back in the *40s under civil
;Icl!l'cnsc. We've let it fall into n

ull”

As part of his program to
educate the public Shannon

tall

geney:

case of fire.

stations,
W Keep cash on hand,

case of a chemical attack.

all times.
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Emergency planning tips

Tony ShannenWayne County's new director of homeland
sccurity, offcrs these tips for being prepared in an emer-

® Know where the gas cut-off is located in your house In

M Keep a First Aid Kit accessible. R

& Have a battery-powered radio and extra batteries on
hand so that you are able to listen to emergency broadcast

@ Be aware of emergency phone numbers.

| Have candles available for emergency lighting.
® Have plastic and duct tape ready to cover windows in

® Kcep hooded gos masks at home.

B Make sure you have bleach available in order to make a
5 percent decontamination solution. ’

W Have a three-day supply of food and water availnble at

¥ Keep food and water available ln your car.

W Keep you car gas tank filled.

M Know how to contact family members at all times.

M Be familinr with evacuation routes from your pluce of
work.

W Have a planned evacuation route from your city or
owT.

# Have a designated loeation to meet with family mem-

Crs.
W Keep toiletrics and paper toweling ready to travel.

has been holding

meetings around the county
ing questions and

providing tips on what to dain
an emergency.

A'history

fesson

Wayne County Executive Robert Ficano celebrated Black Hiistory Month with first-graders (ast week at the Kay
Beard County Bullding In Westland, The students from the Michlgan Automotlve Academy learned about black
Inventor Elijah McCoy who died at the Eloise Infirmary in 1929, The Beard bultding Is on the former Eloise site.
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Catholic faith.

“There was loud applause
when it was announced,” said
state Rep, Aldo Vagnozzi, who
said he attended for the first
time to show support for the
school. “The bidding was so
furious”

Offercd first at $500, the
item was sold for a winning bid
of $3,750.

Two couples who wished to
remain anonymous bid on the
lunch for their two freshmen
daughters, said Sister Reginn
Marie Doclker, schoo! presi-
dent.

Doelker called the anction
suceessful,

*Attendance was good, more
than 400 people.”

‘Tickets for “An Evening with
the Stars” ranged in price from
an “carly bird™ discount of $85
to platinum star donor tickets
that sold for $250. Several
silent auctions and a live auc-

tion proved highly successful.

“We went over $100,000,7
Doelker said. “We think we did
better than last year”

As of Wednesday Doelker
was still caleulating how much
the event would net after
expenses are paid.

Proceeds from the nuction

idered an educational

parking. “They were frozen,”
Doclker said.

Among the items bid an were
vacations, 2 Zemboni ride, 2
tuition package, a suite for 18 at
Comerica Park, o pig roast din-
ner for 125 and a meal pre-
pared by the Mercy High
administrative team.

The 1 also nsked

are

enhancement, necessary for the
school’s operational budget,
Doclker sald,

‘The evening began witha
4:30 p.m. Mass In the chapel.
Blizzard predictions and
Inclement wenther kept some
penple mwny.

Hut even though weather
conditions grew worse durlng
th nlng, mnny gueats
ed until the etid.
upporters were great)”
Doclker nald,

A strolling buftet included n
potato bnr, n pasta bar, a
shrdmp bar nnd roast turkey.

Doclker praised the students
who helped with the raflle, the
billboard and serving desserts,

Girls even nssisted with valet

whether school officials had o
wish list. They wanted a chance
to finish renovatlon of the
chapel and sald 100 more
chairs would help. About 75
people responded, raising
almost $10,000.

Liz Boyd, a spokesmnn for
Gov. Jenifer Granholm sald
the Governar wi pleased o
Tenrn so much noney was
mised with her auctlon ftem.

“She has the greatest respect
fur Slster Reglna and the
school,” sald Boyd,

The time and location of
the Tunch hins jot been deter-
mlned,

sbuck@oe homecomm nel
(248} 4115450
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