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Time fo sign up
for Main Street

Believe it or not, there's still time to get involved in the
Farmi D n T Authority’s Mrin

F
Street grant program.
Tn fact, now is the perfect time for citizens to step for-
ward, ns organizers have lnunched Stage 1 of this down-
town revitalization, which is ealled "Forming
Csmmiuccs.“ Voluntecrs aren't only wanted, they're nced-
ed.
The three-ycar Main Street grant offers our communi-
ties technical ssistance, but that's not its driving force.
People will power this effort, people who step forward to
give af their skills, talents and time ta address organiza-
tion, planning, p ion, design and inl issics.

The list of seven recommendations made by nationnl
Mnin Street 1 a daunting chall In
addition to forming developing a
recruitment plan and committee work plans, they advise
effective promotions, assisting building owners with
improvement projects and compiling & list of potential
tenants ready, willing and sold on downtown Farmington.

‘That and encouraging more pedestrian-oriented devel-
opment secm to us the greatest hope for downtown
Farmington businesses. It takes a diverse mix of business-
es to keep o downtown humming with activity, but pedes-
trian shoppers must also have a safe and easy way to get
from one place to another.

‘Those who have crossed the great divide ealled Grand
River know that doesn't exist right now,

Main Street planners know everything on their *to do”
list can be accomplished, but not without active partici-
pation from citizens, community leaders and elected offi-
cials. People from both Farmington and Farmington Hills
should be involved, because Grand River truly is every-
anc’s downtown,

“The suceess of the Main Street Program lies iu the
hands of our grentest resources, volunteers who have
stepped forward to make Farmington a better downtown
of the future,” DDA Director Brent Morgan wrote inn let-
ter to prospective volunteers.

National Main Street planners were cven more
adamant: “No community using the Main Street method-
ology has achieved the total revitalization of its central
business district without working in all areas of Main
Strect simul Iy and coesively”

There is no better time than now to lend a hand — and
you can start with your dialing finges. To volunteer, call
(248) 473-7276.

Common sense is
the best protection

In the depths of the Cold War in the 1950s and '60s the
threat of nuclear attack was real and frightening.

The goveimment was faced with the challenge of keep-
ing the public on high alert while not stirring panic. It
responded in less than stellar style. Sclioo! children were
taught to “duck and cover” under their desks (as if that
would provide protection from a nuclear blast) while
their parents were encouraged to dig bomb shelters in the
back yard.

Today we are faced with the threat or terrorism, includ-
ing nuclear terror, and advised by the government to buy
duct tape to seal up our rooms.

Have we learned nothing in 50 years of threats {rom
one source or another? Our government today issues a
rainbow of alerts to keep us apprehensive, often without
offering any reason for what prompted the latest warning.

The government, of course, is in somewhat of a no-win
situation. No onc appears to want to unnecessarily alarm
the public, yet if a terrorist attack should occur without
an alert being issued there no doubt would be hell to pay.

The bottom line here is common sense. Anyone want-
ing to create a safe room should do some investigating on
the proper procedure an what works and what doesn't,
Information is available on the Internet. Take stock of
your surroundings and evaluate them.

The common sense approach is true in dealing with the
entire threat of terrorism. No one need ltive in constant
fear. We must be vigilant, of course, but more than any-
thing, that means securing our water supply, protecting
nuclear plants und closely monitoring our airports, We
are also confident that government is working on many
intelligence fronts to derail terrorists,

But the CIA, FBI and Department of Homeland
lSm:rity should leave the handyman products in the tool
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Diversify U-M's faculty

Phil Power in his column of Jan. 23
defends the University of Michigan's law
school admission policy and clalms that
President Bush is disingenuous in hls
charge that it {s quotns,

There is merit in a diverse body but it is
how yuu get there that is the issue. U-M
awarsds points for minorities in its admls-
sion process to assure a certain minimum
number of minoritics, I this process did
not nchicve the minimum they desire
they would change the points. That

sounds like a quota to me,
i I iversi

LEYTERS

*impose" their moral values on others.
Since Jackson's admission, I have been
hearing an outery from these “tolerant”
groups condemning his behavior. Isn't
Jackson's behavior a logical outcropping
of what today's tolerance: teaches? Those
who espouse a warld view which deniesn
hority logically

Dec. 21, the rain made our work a litle
more difficult, but the job got done.

With a soft ccanomy in 2002 our num-
bers were up. The Farmington Area
Goodfellows helped 177 familics, which
included 389 chlldren under the age of
12, There were 155 seniors thot received

i and 38 disabled adults.

maol
find they have no grounds to condemn
any behavior,

Those of us who accept the truth of
God find that this world view fits the real
world. If you've read His handbook you
know that God has clearly defined His
lcrm.u‘. Sudly, each and every one of us arc

c Ul
t{ditl not come up with the diverse stu-
dent body idea until affirmative actlon
was disallowed.

1 would submit that a diverse faculty is
even mare iraportant than a diverse stu-
dent body. Yet U-M like most prestigious
schoals hias a definite liberal if not left
wing faculty.

‘Tulk about a disndvantaged minority, it
is conservative fuculty members,
However, § don't sce n big campnign to
recruit more of that minority.

Jim Collins

Farmington Hills

Not guilty

Ken Kemp asked, *Used car salcs
between private individuals are under-

in
The good news I that God is perfect

love. And, being perfect love He took

upon himself the punishment that is

rightly ours. The decision is yours. Choose

Jesus, choose forgiveness, choose life.
Carol J. kucas
Farmington Hills

Remeinber the academles

Agaln this past year, 2002, I had the
honor of serving on the Military Acadeny
Screening Committee for ycung men an
women living in Michigan desiring to
seck a nomination to one of the military
academies for the class of 2007.

in November-December 2002 screen~
ing scssions were held by Carl Levin, Joc
Knollenberg, and Debble Stabenow.

stood to be “as is® whether ornot "as is™ is
written on a bl of sale. Does the buyer
have nny legal recourse against the seller?”

Yos, if you hire n lawyer. A judge that
listened to your argumnent must also lis-
ten to the seller’s rebuttal, Judges are
elected for their knowledge of fn‘\:\i‘s, not
mechanics. Courtrooms are not qualified
10 handle consumer complaints.

Private transactions like e-Bay mny
turn out fine but any agreement is strictly
between buyer and seller.

Licensed businesses pay repairs, insur-
ance, commissions and taxes, The price
will be higher, but a store’s reputation
and goodwill require customer satisfac-
tion. [ don’t find "the judge guilty of
denying your legal rights”,

Hank Borgman

farmington
How can this be wrong?

Michacl Jackson admits that he sleeps
with young boys. How can thix be wrong,

Approximately 187 files were considered.

During these sessions I had the oppor-
tunity to talk to nuany candidates an
their parents, Much to my surprise, [
found that many were not aware of the
academics or structures,

1 fee] it would serve to acquaint the
general public in this N

There are five federal academies with a
four-plus year degreenhle program:

8 U.S. Merchant Marine Academy -
USMMA, Kings Point, N.Y,

@ U.S. Military Academy ~ USMA,
West Polnt, N.Y.

W US, Naval Academy - USNA,
Annapolis, Md.

@ U. S. Coast Guard Academy -
USCGA, New London, Conn.

B U.S. Air Force Academy ~ USAFA,
Colorado Springs, Colo.

1t should be noted that man
countries also use the five
training their military officers.

The academy cadets/midshipmen
receive military pay.

duntion from one of the fed-

non-U.S,
emies for

after il he had the parent's
and, according 1o Jackson, the boys wel-
comed his attention.

Have we not been taught by the liberal
maedia, Hollywood, politicians and multi-
'pl:‘ organizations and individuals that

pon
eral academies the commissionad officer
is to serve five years in the military serv-
ice or merchant service.

1n addition, there are many state sup-
ported and private schools offering class-
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not just P
but the eclebration of the lifestyle choices
of others, should be our ultimate goal in
society?

And hasn't this same wonderfully toler-
ant group done their very best through
television, films, music and public educa-
tion to teach my teenage son that sex out-
side of marriage is nothing more than
another form of easual entertainment?
And as a parent how Tucky T am to have an
organization like the ACLU and lhélé-r.l
system to remove any reference to in
his daily walk. Really, the only ones to
vaatch out for are those who try and

s toward (i.c. ROTC/State
Maritime Schools, etc.)

Anyone seeking further information
pertaining to the above, feel free ta call

‘This program happens each year
beeausc of the many generous people
who live or work in the Farmington area.
‘The two weeks before delivery day we
had over 14 people at our headquarters
each day to help sort and pack the food
boxes and process the applications, Many
people came in the evening to help with
the toy packing and the home boxes for
the seniors. We put others to work typing
gift certificates and sending out than!
you notes to those who sent us mnnc{ in
responsc to our "All Community Madling”

On delivery day we had students from
the three high schools (National Honor
Society) to help with delivery of the boxes
and packnges. The volunteers of the
Farmington Area are the greatest.
However, most residents don't reallze the
amount of time and effort that it takes to
make the Gondfellows program happen.
We have 11 standing cammittees who
start working in carly Noveruber to do
the work needed to complete our mis-
sion. And, of course, we are all volun-
teers; no one is paid,

‘We have many folks that spent count-
less hours working at our headquarters,
but one stood out and received the 2002
Goodfellow of the Year award, and that
was Dave Hubbs. There are five others
that I must mention. They are Joy
DeFranco, who was in charge of toy pack-
ing; Lisa Ellis, who was in chava of
sending vut thank you notes; Aleta Bame
of Metro Bank, our treasurer; Jim Dale,
our warchouse snanager; and Pat Bacon,
our office manager.

All of us on the Board of Directars
want to extend our most heartfeit thanks
to everybody in the community who
made a contribution or donated goods.
Ve also thank those whe were part of the
working team, We hope you enjoyed what
i‘vu did, that it made you fecl ﬂ»d to

¢lp others, and will consider helping us
again next year.

Richerd L, Tupper
president and general chairman
farmington Area Goodfetiows

T SHARE YOUR OPINIONS

We welcome your letters to the editor. Please
include your name, address and phone number
for verification. We ask that your Jetters be 400
wards or tess. We may edit for clarity, space and
content.

d 11l dowl tosssistyouin M
;:‘:f,::ndcl‘:; hat T can to assistyouin ers o the ecitor
Howard L Weber Frminglon Observer
Farmiagton Hills 33411 Grand River
) farmington, M) 48335
Goodfellows say thanks o
The 2002 Goodfellows year is over, and  (248) 4779722
our pledge of “No child or senior without
a Christmas” has been successfully com-  E-malt
pleted. On our delivery day, d i ®oe homecomm.net
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QUOTABLE

“There was foud applause when it was announced. The bidding was so furious.”

- State Rep. Aldo Vagnozzl on the “Lunch with Gov, Granhoim” auctla‘nrltem at Mercy Hlgh School's auction Saturday




