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Hills officials say Granholm budget pian hurts e

BY PAUL PACE
STATF WRITER

Farmingten Hills City
Mannger Steve Brock said
under the governor’s budget
proposal, the city may have its
state shared revenues cut
another $280,000 for the next
fisca) year, starting Oct. 1.

An exceeutive order from
Granholm's office cut shared
revenues by around $300,000
in the middle of the current fis-

While the city was able to

balance its budget without any
changes in services to residents,
more cuts will hurt, Brock said.
“That's another $300,000 I
have to find,” Brock said of
keeping the city's $45 million
general fund budget in the

nck.
“We all shared the pain in the
tast cuts, but this is definite),

accepted into the proposals.

“We don't anticipate lay-offs,”
he said. *But we will hold off on
filling any open positions right
away”

The manager said depart-
ment budgets will be conserva-
tive in the next fiscal year to
brace for the possibility of a

ued

going to hurt”

e snid his staff is in the
middle of preparing
2003/2004 budgets for the city
and at least the governur's
budget plan can at least be

r

Nancy Coumuundouros, cul-
tural arts coordinator for
Farmingtan and Farmington
Hills, said while she's disap-
pointed the governor chose
decp cuts in the state’s arts

funding, the Farmington area
arts program shouldn't be dras-
tically affected. She said
Farmington and Farmington
Hills taxpayers support a voter-
approved miliage for special
services that includes arts pro-
grams, Coumoundouros said
the arts grants, however, may
be affected under proposed
cuts. Those grants help support
music concerts.

“We like to keep ticket prices
low with our touring grants,”
she said.
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$500 in 2004, and funding to
adult education will be reduced
from $77.5 million to §20 mil-
lion. -

“It took a Jot of creativity to
keep the foundation grantat &
?inimum of $6,700," said Mike

funding. “No one likes to hear
cuts, but this budget is better
than expected,” said Conwaey
Jeflress, president of
Schoolcraft College in Livonia,
who attended the session. *I've
already earmarked a number of
budget cuts, primarily trying to
reduce costs in n number of
areas, which has allowed me to
get almost a million dollars out
of the current budget”

former Farming!
Schools superintendent and
Wayne County Regional
Educational Services Agency
dircctor from Plymauth
‘Township, who is now an edu-
cation adlviser to the governor.
*1 really think the economy will
get better, znough to grow the
school aid fund.”

The governor said she values
the impartance of higher edu-
cation, but received response
from the public that "it might
nut be as eritical ns making
sure that n child is prepared to
o to college, not s critical as
making sure that child is not
abused or neglected.”

With that said, Granholm
announced a 6.5 percent

. decrease in higher education

Granholm also da
3-pereent reduction in state
revenue sharing funds for
Michigan communities.

“We hope local units of gov-
ernment will protect first
responders nnd public safety
first, and pause on very valu-
able and important programs,”
she said.

Granholm sald it's clear the
state can’t continue to spend
mgre than it makes.

“The days of spending
beyond our means are over,
she said. "As long as I am your
gavernor, this state will spend
within, and live within, its

means.

~The $1.7 billion general fund
budget deficit hns been wiped
out, and we've done sa without

raising taxes,” added Granholm.
State Rep. Maic Shulman (R-
‘West Bl ficld), chai of

legislators. Other priorities in
her budget, according to
Granholm, were the

* FROM PAGE At

better, with the understanding
with a good night's rest they will
be able to perform betterin
school,” said Kathleen Donnelly,
exccutive director, adding the
churity targets schools vhere 75
percent of children qualify for
the hot lunch program. “It'sa
good measure of the poverty
Tevel in the schoal”

GNOD NIGHT

Since 1998, the organization
has provided more than 10,000
incal children with toals for a
good night's rest.

“We have been able to take
care of 10,000 children with no
tnajor suppori, no corporate

PE

the House Appropriations
Committee, said there cauld be
arguments as to how large the
budget deficit is calculated,
*That (the governor’s) deficit
is based upon a budget that
tries to maintain current serv-
ice needs,” said Shulman. "I
you look at the budget at main-
taining the current level of
spending, the revenue shortfall
will be in the area of $600 mil-
lion. 8o, there's a big difference
between the deficit that's pro-
jected in maintaining certain

of healthcare to 40,000 care-
takers of foster care children;
protection of medical benefits
for children of seniars and
pregnant women; tripling the
number of seniors that will
have a prescription drug bene-
fit; increased mental health
funding by 2 percent; and
maintaining a commitment 1o
the state’s environment.

State Rep. Aldo Vagnozzi (D-
Farmington Hills) said hewzs
pleasantly surprised by
G

service level needs, which the
administration says is $1.7 bil-
lien.”

Granholm said next year's
budget reflects a $200 million
cut in administzative cost
reductions, plus closing tax
loopholes and raising some fees
to raise approxi ly S

holm's budget plan; in
particular, the commitment to

P ps,” Donnelly said.
*Kmart donated 3,500 slecping
bags one year. Wal-Mart donat-
«d 2,000 bags last year. We have
also partnercd with the
Salvation Ariny and the Detroit
Police Department.”

Sweet Dreamzzz bedtime Lits
include a toothbrush and tooth-
paste, a clean nightshirt, a pil-
Jow, a slecping bag and a little
stuffed anitnal. The students
receive an R.E.M. activity book
and a sleep kit.

‘The Salvation Army receives
250 bedtime kits in exchange for
the use of their trucks to deliver

million in additional revenue,
Slhe noted the $1.1 billion in
di duet

K-12 funding. items. The Detroit Police
He also supports s program  Department received 70 kits.
to recruit more State Police With the assistance of the
officers to re-fill positions that  National Center on Sleep
swill be left open by some 500 Disorders Rescarch, Sweet
officers eligible for retire D Detroit developed the
“I think she crafted a budget  Rest, Education, Motivate
the legisl, will be ableto be  (R.E.M.) Program,
supportive of” e said. “The The program teaches children

way she erafted the increased

P are the

Inrgest in Michigan history.
*We have built, I'm proud to
sny, A government that is lean,
but not mean,” Granholm totd

1 don't think there
will be a major objection.”
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0CC's Womencenter presents ‘Call to Wholeness’

The Womencenter at
Onkland Cs ity College’s

Keynote presenter is Oakland

Orchard Ridge Campus in
Farmington Hills presents “A
Cail to Wholeness,” its 1tth
annual conference for women
on Saturday, March 22,

The conferente meets from
8:30 n.m. to 4 p., in the cam-
pus’ Building J. Admission is
540 aud the public is invited.

=

U ity English Professor
Maureen Dunphy, n writer and
journaling workshop Jeader.
Professar Dunphy will offer an
interactive p fon titled

two workshop sessions, a conti-
nentul breakfast, lunch and a
prize drawing. Warkshops will
focus on sclf-esteem, relation-
ships, heallug body images,

~Claiming Your Creativity:
Inyiting More Eureka Into Your
Life”

Bestdes the keynote presen-
tation, the conference inchedes

of spncé, leamning
to set boundaries, time man-
agement, making changes, dis-
covering a healthy batance to
life, finnncial issues nnd pore.
*A Call to Wholeness™ is pre-

sented by the Womencenter, o

facility that provides education-

al and supportive resaurees for
aren women.

For a registration form and
more information, call the
Womencenter at (248) 522-
3642. The Orchard Ridge
Campus is located ut 27055
Orchard Lake Road, just south
of 1-696 in Farmington Hills.

the benefits of healthy bedtime
and sleep habits, They learn how
to brush their teeth and wash
their faces, and are taught to
avoid eafleine.

“We also send home an infor-
mation sheet to parents in cither
Spanish, Arabic or English
encouraging the bedtime hints,”
Donnelly said. "All children need
ta be educated an bedtime
habits, Most kids don't get
enough rest.”

The group began in response
10 an atticle written in 1996 by
Mitch Albom of the Detroit Free
Press. Albom shared the story of
a young boy slecping under his
coat in a burned-out crack
house, Donnelly said.

TOUGH SITUATION

“Several of my friends and |
helped he and his mother outof
that situation,” Dunnelly said. “It
brought to light that there are
probably many children sleeping
under their coats - if they even
have i coat. He was tryingtodo *
well in sehool. It was difficult for |
him beeanse he hadn'tsleptall |
night trying to stay warm.”

Wluch was dropping off laun-
dry on Grand River the day
Donnelly excitedly approached
her about helping the child. “She
pulled up and <aid ‘I've got a
great idea” .

*Kathlcen is une of these peo-
ple who is very kind and moti-
vated,” Burri said.

Figuring that if there was one
child, there were probably many
more, the women met with an
clementary school principal.
“The first year we did 560 chil-
dren ot Beard Elcnsentary in
southwest Detroit,” Donnelly
said. Since then, hundreds of
volunteers hnve helped with the
year-round effort. For school
programs, they wear flanncl
pajarnas, bathrobes and night
hats and visit with Mr.
Sandman, Children receivea
snack of milk and cookies. 3

North Farmingten High's
Northern Lights choral group
joincd them last Navember.
Public and private schools have
been supportive by collecting
Beanie Babies™, socks, crayons
and mittens; ecighth-graders
from St. Fabian in Farmington
Hills helped with the last distri-
bution.

Adrian Owens, owner of Papa
Joh's in Farmington, has been
one of Sweet Dreamzzz’s most
staunch supporters.

"Even when nn onc else was
behind us, he has always had o
collecticn box at his pizza place;”
Donnclly said. "He has fed Kids
pizza theee years in a row, He's
ded more than 10,000
sliees of pizzn”

Owens has also put the valun-
teers' hushands through ~pizza
school!” so they can deliver pizza .
o various focations.

The group wants to centralize
distribution to ereate one distri-
bution site, where the kids
wotild be bused for n progran. A
pilot of this is scheduled in May
at the Children's Musenm in

Detroit, using a bus service,

For tickets to the March 21
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Congratulations

Russell Jalbert

please to recognize

Russell K. Jalbert, CFP

as the firm’s #1 Financial Advisor
" in the year 2002 for his continued
outstanding professionalism,
excellence in financial planning,
. commitment and service to his

~clients.

Capital Analysts Incorporated is

President, Quadrant Financial Group, Inc. :

For inquiries, Mr. Jalbert may be reached
" at 248-350-3400 Ext. 104
Complimentary CD Rom Available

securitles ollered through Caplhtal Analysts Incorporated, CAD i

ako a Reghtered tnveament Advisor and Member, NASD & SIPC
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