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Even when CC (26-3) didn't
score, it proved to be the differ-
ence.

“We were ahle to go four lines
deep to their three, and [ titink
that wore them down a bit)” St.
John said. “1 thought they
played hard”

The Wolves conld have been
bit tired, having pluved the ate
game aguinst East Kentwood in
thte semitinals Friduy

But even with the Shamrocks
hitting a couple of posts and
some big saves by Clurkston
goalie Aaron Catanese, the
Waolves held theirown ina
scoreless first period.

“We did good at first but after
a while we started getting tired)”
said Catanese, who wound up
stopping 26 shots on the night
to 16 for Blanchard. “They were
strong, but I think they alsa got
a couple of lucky bounces hene
and u weak goal there”

The sccond period might have
been the most complete 15 min-
utes put together by any team
this season.

CC, which outshot Clarkston
9-0 in the first half of the second
period, finally solved Catanese
on the 10th shot.

Tommy Mullen, who had
missed the semifinal because of

an automatic disqualification in
e quartertinal game, knocked
in the puck to Catanese’s left
before he eould slide over. Jason
Lewarne got ths assist.

The Shumrocks made it 2-0
with 4:19 teft in the period as
Brandon Niurato toak the puck
in the slot and slid it
Catantese on the sti
Frie Giosa and Tv
Retting the assists,

“They moved the puck well,
<aid Clarkston forwaed Miles
Purdy. "It’ the first time we've
seen that fst of a paee, We can
go four lines deep it we need to,
so we didn't get winded, but that
took the wind out of our sails”

The buckbreaker came with
20 seconds left in the period as
Giasa junmed the puck past
Catanese during a pileup in
front of the net, with Naur
and Hunway getting the assists,

“We knew onr shots would go
in eventually.” said Giosa, “We
just had to keep working hard.
We didn't play our best in the
first period, but the second peri-
od was ane of our best of the

st
de with
Tumway

ar”
Clarkston kept struggling on
offense. The Wolves mustered
just four shats on goal in the
period and were outshot, 23-10,
through two periods.

They had their chanees.
Clarkston was on the power play
for a decent chunk of the game

- and had a 5-on-3 advantage in

the first period, but could not
convert. CC started the thind
period a man down with
Huurison Niemunn going off at
the end of the sccond period for
vlbowing. Then Nuurato went
off for interferenve at
Drew Kahle went affat 7248,

Each time CC beat back the
apportunity - and for good
measure pdded one more goal
with 2:46 lelt as Nathan
Perkovich banged the puck in
\hie goul to Catanesc’ stick side,
with Lewarne and Billy Bums
getting the issists,

*Qur main goud in June was to

win this game,” said Giosa, “We
were going for the state record
and three of us huve never lost
in the finals in the four years
we've been here”

For Clurkston, the loss didn't
spoil a recond- set on.

“We had never gone to the

quarters or the semifinals before

50 this was new for us,” said

Krygicr. “We wouldn't have been

here if it wasn't for (Catanese).
He won six of seven games in
the playofs so that gave us the
opportunity to be here.

“Just being here is a tribute to
our team, We'ne not & Unified
team, we're not a private school.
So I guess that makes us the
public schoof chumps.”
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Catholic Central’s Billy Burns (25) digs along the boards with Clarkston's Trevor Johns (1)) and Eric Hail (9} in
the state champlonship game Saturday night.

COLLEGE HOCKEY
AT "THE JOE"
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Thur., Mar. 20
Quarter Finals@ 4:00 & 7:30 PM

Fri., Mar. 21
Semi-Finals@ 4:00 & 7:30 PM

Sat., Mar. 22
Third Place Game @ 4:00 PM
Championship Game @ 7:30 PM

Ticket Pricas (par day): $25. $20, $18. $13, $3 avafable at the Joe Louis Argna box
office, alitcketmaster oullets, including Hockeytown Authenlics In Troy.
CHARGE BY PHONE AT 248-645-6666 or log on to co'legehockeyatihejos com

For gtoup information cali 313-396-7911
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€C's third goal of game is about to go in as Eric Glosa starts ta slip the puck past Clarkstan qoalie Aaren Catanese.

SHAMROCHS

FROM PAGE DI

Not only did the hockey team win its fifth-
straight title, but the band took top honors at a
competition Friday, the academic team won its
competition on Saturday, two wrestlers won
state titles and a third was second, swimmers
placed i two events at the state Division [ meet
and the basketball team advanced to the district
final before falling to Detroit Redford.

1n other words, it was a good weckend for CC.

“After this season, there’s been talk of a new
bumper sticker.” said master of ceremonies Gene
Grewe, “CC Hockey: State Champs. Pick a year”

And while the teams did well on the court, the
mat, the pool and the ice, players and coaches
and administrators were quick to give credit to
the fans.

* want to thank all the fans who attended,”
Burns said. “It’s a hig part of our success, having
you all there cheering behind us, 1t makes a dif-
ference. And we want to thank our parents who
made the sacrifice to be able to send us heve und
play hockey”

Suburban Hockey

—and —

Congratulations to the Bantam AA
Rochester Ratilers, Colorado Cup
Tournament Champions!

The fan support was something that didn’t go
unnoticed by the principal, the Rev. Rickard
Ranaletti.

“{ noticed that all our fans were cheering, and
it was al) loud and all positive,” he said. “The
supervisors at Compuware were afraid that our
students would get out of hand. I told them they
didn't need to worry; our students know what to
do. We came throaugh and { am very proud of
you.

And as usual, the students received an extra
day ofl school in celebration of the title.
Appropriately enough for the Shamrocks, it will
be Monday, St. Patrick’s Day.

But even as CC still relishes its fifth-straight
hockey title. with a second-straight senior class
that has known nothing but success on the ice,
coach Gordie St. John reminded the assembly
there is still more to look forward, too.

“With the players we have returning, if we
pursue with dedication and commitment and
senior leadership, who knows what can hap-
pen?” St. John said.

“All [ know is there's a number after five.”
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