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B Soccer champs

Aaron Helisek of
farmington High School is &
member of he Canton
Crossfire under-7 premier
soccer (eam (hat won the
Eatly Bird Classic last week-
end in Calumbus. Ohio

The other team members
and theif schools are Pater
Bierzynski and Dan Curmi
{Cathotic Central), lain
Bryant Scuthfield Christran),
Phitip Catleja (Franklin),
Andrew Davis and Roger
Saks (Stevenson), Jacob
daVries and Srandon Hoble
(Lutheran West), Greg
Ekmeian {Wayne Memofial),
Stephen Gizicki and Michael
Hewton (Salem), Joa Hess,
Ross Maltby and Matt
Tomasso (Canton), Sam
Kaesis (Garden City) and Jeft
Kusch {Country Day).

The team is coached by
Jim deVries and Pete
Alerander,

B Softball signup

The City of Farmington
Hills is accepting new adult
{eam registrations for men’s,
women's and coed sol ball.

Registration is based on 3
first-come, tirsi setve basis.
Leaques will play one night
per week.

For fees and nights of play
calt {249) 473-180. Olfice
hours ate 8:30 am. to 4:30
p.m. Monday hrough Friday.

I Rockets football

the Fatmington Rockels
ate in need of varsily fool
bal players tages 12-14) and
cheerleaders tages 814).

football players should call
Dick tfelst at 248) 478-9341
to register, and cheerleaders
sheutd calf Rick Curtis al
(248) A10-6969."

Skating finals

The 2003 Michlgan High
School Figure Skating Stale
Champlonships will take -
place at Hovl ice Arend
(42400 Arena Drive) on
Salurday. The evept Is sched:
uted for Bam.to8 p.m.

The number of districts
encompassing Michigan High
School Figure Skating was
expanded 1o five for lhe
2003 season. The schools in
each districl conlinued to
Tield separate high-level and
low-level feams. Skaters par-
tlcipated in four initial-round
competilions wilhin their
own district, and the champi-
ons from each distriet
advanced 1o the state finals.

The United Farminglon
and Farmington Hils Mercy
teams compeled in Distric 3
with Piymouth, Brighton,
HNoithville, Hovi, Walled § ake
and Livonia Ladywoad.

PREPS m RECREATION = OUTDOORS

Falcons anticipate successful season in OAA

BY DAN O MTAZA
STATF wiiTiR

With a veteran team led by
two-time, all-statey Erica Rose,
Farmington High coach Steve
Montgomery foresees a good
year for the Falcons in girls soc-
cer.

For starters, Farmington is no
Jonger in the shadow of the big-
ger Livonia and Plymouth-
Canton schools in the Western
Lakes Activities Association.

The Falcans, who return 11
players from a team that was 8-
6-3, will compete in Division II
of the Onkland Activities
Association.

“Every gnme we play in the
OAA we stand a good chance of
winning,” Montgomery said. “We
just have to play good soecer,
and that's a nice feeling.

“We have only 16 players, but
they're all going to play. We have
experienced players and we're at
least two deep at every position.

“I think we're going to have o
really good season. it cauld be
one of the best we've had if
everything goes ns planned and
the girls play hard”

Rase, who has

wiL
Junior Maggle Vaillancourt (right) is a returning varslty player and starter on
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dto

play at Grand Valley State
University next year, hea
four-year starter, playing center
midfield and sometimes far-
ward.

She earned ali-area henors
Jast year after scoring 11 goals
and assisting
on seven oth-
e

rs.

“She's basi-
caily a play-
maker who
controls the
balt for ns.”
Montgomery
said. “She has a
great under-
standing and
knowledge of the game.

*She is (the glue that holds the
team together), but we have a
strong junior group and good,
incoming freshmen. We shoutd
have a good team all the way
around”

Rose will provide leadership
along with fellaw captain
Meghan Stewart, the team's only
other senior who plays forward
and outside mid.

Playing nlongside Rose at cen-
ter mid will be her sister, Joyce,
a sopt any i

Rose

defense for the Fatcons.

Hills swimmer wins
12-under state title

Ashley Cohagen of Farmington
{lills, won one event, was second
in two athers and placed nmong
the top 20 in six overall at the
United States Swimming state
maet March 7-9 in Rockford.

Competing for the Ann Arbor
Swim Club Y, Cohagen won the
12-and-under championship tn
the 50 backstroke with a time of
10.12 seconds.

She was the runner-up in the
100 backstroke (1:04.65) and the
200 backstroke (2:18,57).
Cohagen also was 121h in the 100
{ndividual medley (1:10.15), 16th  meet in Marytand ine Jualy.
in the 100 freestyle and She bas quatified for the 50 and
tath in the 200 At (2:30.48). 100 backstroke and the 100 and

She was also the lead swimner 200 1M for the seven-state Great
for Ann Arbor’s winning medley Lakes YMCA Zanc meet this
and 200 freestyle relnys. weekend fu Canton, Ohio,

Cohagen's victory in the 50
backstroke was her fourth consee-
utive USS state title,

At the YMCA state meet in
February at Dondero High
School, she finished first I the 56
backstroke for the fourth year in a
row with a time of 31,34.

tler top times for the 50 and
100 backstroke qualify her for the
15-state Mega Centeal Zoue USH
meet in August.

Cohrgen has also qualified for
the 50-mieter brckstroke at the
National Long Course YMCA

Whalers begin pursuit
of OHL championship

BYC.LRISAE e
SIATF WAITER OHL HOCKEY

On Saturday, the Whalers will
renew thelr quest for an OHL
championship and a shot at the
Memorial Cup, starting with n
best-of-seven series ngainst the
Owen Sound Attack.

The differences between this
year's team and Inst year's? Well,
for one, the Whalers were not the
OHLs best team in the regular
season this year. They were second

Yo
‘There are a couple of good rea- TI—IAT b
sons 1o think this year’s postscason
won't be like last year's tor the
Plymonth Whalers,

Remember that one? Aot of
Whalers fans don't want to. After
completing the regular season on
cruise control, finishing with the
Ontario Hockey League’s best
record, the Whalers were shock-
ingly climinated in the first round
of the playofis by the London®
Knights.

PLEASE SEE WHALERS, D&

ﬁockey community helps ailing dad

BY TIK SMITH
STAIT WRINLR

cially help a hocke

needs a heart transplant.
High-profile events and

activ

datian in tandem with the
Farmington Hilts Hockey

The area's ice hockey com-

Cup Finals by way of its parti
patinn in a program to finan-
v dad who

+x organized by the non-
profit “Hockey has Hearnt™ foun-

accept his new heart will reach
the $500,000 mark,

One of the high school teams
fully behind the initiative is
Orchard Lake St. Mary's.
According to head coach Brian
Klanow, members of the
Eaglets will volunteer for a full
day of activities Saturday at
Farmington Hills Tee Arena.

“We're going to be donating
services and time,” Klanow
said. “There's going to be
skills competition, and we'll be

Teny Gould, a father of five

who is at the top of the

National H{eart Transplant list.
Even though still-active

S(JOHN

HEALTH =

DIVINE.

Locations include:

o Providence Hospital - Southfield
 Providence Park - Novi

» Providence Mission Health Medical Center - Livonia
« Providence Medical Center - Farmington Hills

starter wha renred eipht goals
and had a handful of assista.

“Fier role will be more pnssing
and distributing the ball, but
she'll also be one of the go-to
people for scoring,” Muntgomery
said.

“We should have six or seven
people who can score. If they
work together and hetp each
other, we should have a lot of
goals and assists.

Among the team’s six return-
ing juniors, Erin Deroo moves
back ta defense after playing the
last two years at midficid and
forward,

“She‘s back at a comfortable
position, playing defense”
Montgomery said. “She scored
some but was really out of her
element, because she's really a
defender. She played forward to
help team.”

‘The outside defenders will be
juniors Maggie Vaillancourt and
Mallory McGee.

Vaillancourt has improved
dramatically and stepped iip her
Tevel of play, according to
Montgomery, McGee will have a
higger role to play this yearasa
starter.

NEASESEE SOCCER, D4

You live...you work...you shop...you play. And Providence is
there, along the way.

Whether you need a routine check-up, a diagnostic procedure
or advanced speclalty care, Providence offers a network of care
that is unrivaled in southeast Michigan.

THAT’S PROVIDENCE.

PROVIDENCE

At each of these convenient sites you'll find physician
offices plus dingnostic services, such as laboratory, X-ray
and mammography. There’s specialty care, too, including
physical therapy and cardiac testing. And, our Southfield
and Novi locations both stand ready with full-service,
24-hour Emergency Centers.

FIHHA member Gould has
mediral insurance, it is estimat-
d custs to keep him alive and
in adequate physical shape to

Association will take place
Triday and Saturday. Tt is hoped
the event will be suecessful
enough to assist 50-year-old

donating our time for that, too.
W's whatever we can do” Call tofl free §-377-345-5500
or visht s at v, Loy

PLEASE SEE HEARY, D4
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