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Afl-area boys ski team is built for one thing - speed

&Y DANIEL STICKRADT
STAFF WRITTR

A state team titlg has never
breen braught hame to
Southeastern Michigan in the
£pO ing, but the gap
is slowly changing. For three
straight years, a school from
this reglon of the state
cracked the top three — two
schiols did it Jast year in Class
A ~ while several others fin-
ished in the state’s 1ap 10,

Individually, the number of
local skiers that garner all-state
acrolades is increasing.
year, atotal of 10 area s S
were selected all-state, includ-
ing two on the Class A First
‘Feam and another on the Class
A Sccond Team.

All of these all-state skiers
can be fond somewhere on the
2003 All-Arca Bays Ski Team,
as selected by a pancl of area
coaches,

Below is n brief profile of the
skicrs selected to the first and
sccond teams:

FIRST TEAM

BRANDOM ROSEHGREX, Clarkston: #ithoul
quesilon the area’s most daminant skier,
Resengren ended 3 hne four-year career by
Janding on the Class A All-State First Team
fot Ane IRird slraight yeac after te Lirished
third in he GS and fourid in the slalom on
the slopes of Marguelte Mauntain, home of
1he Class A finats. Undeleated in duais.
Rosengren beqan the season by laking sec-
ond in the slalom and fautth in the 65 &1 Lhe
Traverse Gily lavitational, He alse won the
QAR Divislon | meet litie (GS only), swept
both races at beth Lha Pine Knob Divistonal
ard Pine Knob Regional, and son the shalam
and tinished second at Lhe Soulheastern
Wichigan S} te2gue championships on (he
slopes of Nt Holly. The four time alt-slate
and all-area first-leam pick will graduate as
perhaps Ihe best skier ever to come out of
the Wolves' program. He was a fout time
Team MYP and his team wenl 313 in cuals
and 100k home 12 litst-place team trophies
duning his career,

“lle definitcly has been one of (he best in
the area all Tor years.” sald Clarkston coach
Bruce Rosengren, “Brandan had a qreat work
elhic and was a great competilor. Bul he
tmade H simple with Lhe fathes-coach part of
It He was never a pichlem”

JOHN MCNEW, Clatkston: This [hree-year
varaty performet lel? {1 21l on Ihe sfopes this
year, as Ibe junior and repeal ali-brea pick has
decided Lo qraduate a year eatly, pechaps tak-
ing his 1 B8 GPA ta the try League neat school
year. Second on the Wolves' roster dolted by
coltege prospects. McKew neyes finished out-
s1ge of 1he top 10 a1l season fong fa either
event, He was sezond I the GS and elghih n
the slatam at the Traverse City tavitational,
second al the OAA Dlvision | meel, second in
it statom and Lhird In the GS 3t Ihe Pine
Knats Divisional. secand in both races al Ihe
Fine Xnob Regionat and finlsked third in (e
statom and foutth in the G5 at the SEXST
¢hampionships. McNew capped his season by
I3ting seventh In Ihe stalom and eighthin the
GS al the {lass A state meet, Janding him 3
3ol on he Atl-Stale First Team.

~John Is Jusl an unbelievadle alhlete and
qreat compelilor.” said Rosengren, “Fos the

:.BEST. IN

D1t thuee years he has been sighl thece for
U, Tateiy hang 3 ad meet He 15 & vet ¢ COe
en, intelligent person who will do melt i Itie
future”

Melien was 4150 1610 overalt in his g¢
group 9 1R fecert Junior Olympics Central
Stales Orvision held i Colorado. He has
apglied for eatly enteance into Yale end
Har eard. smong othecs

RYAR PARROTT. Clarkstan: This senlor
could hase been the Ne. | skler on many
1+ams Ihroughou! the area, but on this dapth
Taden 37039 Re €aMme &103% oMMty i (he
1Rird posilion A very cansestent perlormer,
Parrot tinshed in the top 20 in Al but one
raze U yeer, labing 35l in tne stalom and
1B1h 10 the GS 3t (he Class A stale fingls A
1Pes year vatsity veteran, Pariolt's resume
eluded taking seventhn the stalom 3nd 18th
Inthe G5 al the Traverse Cdy Invitationdl. sev-
erth at (he DA Civision | meet. Llthin he GS
ard ¢ighth in (he slalom &t I6¢ Pine Krob
Divigional, foutlh in the 6$ and Hfln in the
slsfam at lhe Pine Xnob Regional. and third in
the GS ard Aioth in the sialom at the SEMSL
meet. For his efforts, he was selected as All
State Honoratle Mertian,

“Ryan just had an oulstanding year, he was
always consisfent” said Rosengren. 3 Ihink
he had one DO in theee years He mas & very
dependable shier lof us”

Farroll is considering some smaifer
schools in Colorade to continue his career.

ALEX ROSLHGRE, Clarkston: One of two
sophomores named lo All-Area First-Team and
Ine younger drother of furst-teamer. Brandan
Rosengten. Lhis rising star proved he
beforiged wilh Ine area’s ehite afier he qar
rered AU-State Honorabie Mention accofaces.

“He's still young. but he came thaugh with
seme great races far us.” said Coach
Rosengren. "He muf orly gel belter in the
future”

AEX FAULKER, Lake Orion. Lake Orion fin-
ished secand at the Class A state meet last
yeac and (ifth this year, and this Lhree-year
varsily veleran was in the thick of the
Dragens” lop tineup in three steaight trps lo
the state linals. Lake Orion's top shier this
seasan, who was named fo the All-State
Second Trarn, linished 1¢ih in the stalom and
24th in (he §S al 1he state meet. Fauler won
two-(ird of his team's guals, tinistied ninth &t
the OAA Devision | meet, second in the sialam
and 13th In the GS at (he Boyne City
Invitatianal, ninth in the GS aad 13th in the
statym al (he Pine Knob Divislonal, thitd 1o (he
sfalom and 10th 1n {he GS at the Pine Xoab
Regianal, and shith In (he sialom g 22id in
he G5 at the SEMSL meel.

) was very pleased with Ihe way Alex
skied (tis year, evan though he might ot be
as sallstied,” s3ld tane Orlon coach Horm
McKee. e tast some talented skiers (fom
12t yaar's (state) tunner-up team, and meren't
25 deep this year. But Alex was steong 3l sea-
son. He's the Ho. § season why we linished
itlh in the state this year™

GRANT DOHERTY, West Bloomfield The sec
ond sophamote on the firsl team, Doherly
emerged as he Lakets’ No. 1 shier and one ol
tha besl coming oul of Lhe Atplas Vallsy
Division of SEWSL 1hls season. Named 10 Ihe
Class A Alt-State Second Team, Doherly won
Ihe 6§ and placed foueth In the statam al the
dinsiondl, placed sixth al the GAA Dinsion )
meet, secand in the staiom and Mthin Ihe 65
al the Wi, Erighfon Regicnal. ninth in the €5
ang 321 1n [he siatom at (ke SEMSL chempi-
onships. and capped the yeat dy taking fethm
Ihe G$ ang 20th in the slalam at the state
meet en route to Team MYP honors

“He just had an oulstanding year” s3ld
Wesl Bloomtield coach Enzo MiSalvatore “He
was our lop compelitat in dusl meets and at

Clarkston's Rosenqren named top ski coach

BY OANIEL STICKRADT
STAFF WRITIR

The exprctations this season were high for
Clarkston and veteran coach Bruce Rasengren
ed up to those expecta-

sidered one of the state’s top three hoys
ski teams all year long, Clarkston never left
that elite geoup, which led to Rosengren heing
selected the 2003 All-Arca
Coach of the Year hy his

peers,

Clarkston, which finished
third at the Class A state
meet Inst year and returned
five of its top six skicrs,
turned some heads in mid-
January by winning the pres-
tigious Traverse City
Invitational, topping state

wers such as Petoskey,
Traverse City Central and Fraverse City West,

The Wolves, which were ranked Na. 1fora
long stretch of the season, went on to go 9-0 in
oh, won the Qakland Activities

ion I meet, the Pine Knob
¢ igan Ski
League meet, and the Pine Knob Regional
before finishing third at the Class A state finals
at the Upper Peninsula's Marquette Mountain
behind defending champ Marguette and
Petoskey, which had won the Class B-C-D state
title the previous year before jumping up to
Class A,
The third-place finish was the only time

Rosengren

South

Clarkston didn't win a meet all season.

-Realistically, anyone af the three of us could
have won that (state) meet,” said Rosengren.
~5ki that another day, and we might have won
and so might have Petaskey, It was that close”

Clarkston's third-place state finish marked
the third straight year that a team from
Sautheastern Michigan placed in the top three
at the Class A meet. White Lake Lakeland fin-
ished third in 2001, while Lake Orion was sec-
ond and Clarkston third last ycar, No team
from this part of the state has ever won a state
crown in skiing.

“It's bound to happen sooner ot later,” said
Rosengren, “The past 3+ years, we've hrought
same pretty talented teams up there and have
competed with those schools from up north”

Clarkston will graduate three of its top six
skiers from this year's team, while a fourth will
graduate onc year early. Still, Rosengren
cxpects the Wolves to be amongst the state
leaders again next year, as his junior-varsity
was amongst the best in Southeastern
Michigan and his incoming freshman class is
foaded with prospects,

*“Coaching this team was a pleasure; we
always came to compete.” said Rosengren.
“When it came to race days, T dida’t have to do
alut of coaching. This group was very focnsed
and very competitive. We had a great season.

*Looking ahead, I still think we'l) be rightin
there in the future,” he continued. *We do bring
back same talented guys and we have some
others coming up.”
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the bigger meets he always slepped u. from
start 10 fimsh, he kad & greal year™

BRANDON CHRISTY, Blaomfietd Hills
Andover: The Barons’ lop skier was consislent
Ihraughout the season, and ended & firie Jour-
year varsity career al Ine Class B-CD stale
mect, whare e glaced cioth in the siakm and
I13h in the GS. He mas named Lo the AState
Second Team

Christy alsd won the 0AA Davision Il meel,
Hinished thard in Ihe slatom 3rg fourlh in the
G5 at the Pine Knab Divisicnal, won Il GS and
Look third in the siatom at the Canronsbutg
Requonal, and was secand in Ihe stalorn and
sitlh in the GS at Ihe SEMSL meel.

OAH OFFER, Octord/Beandon Unilied. Three
years of prep racing paid off this year for
Offer, who was selected as Al State Hanorable
Wention in Class A alter a fine season. The
Oaford seniot, who campeted wilh the
#o((y/01(otd Unitied team for two yedrs
Letore his schaat united with Ortonvilte-
Brandan 1hly yeat, was one of the lop skiers
coming out of the M1. Hatly Diviston of SEMSL,
whate he was & routine top five tinishat in
dua) meets, Olfer. al1o a three-yeas varsity
veleran 0 goll, ptazed (hud In both races al
the Gvisiona), seventh in the slatom and lith
in |he £S5 3t Ihe Pine knch Regioral. fitlh in
the GS 2nd seventhin Lhe stalom at the STMSL
metl. and Laished 2209 in the stalom at the
state meel.

SECORD TEAM
JOSH JACOBSON, Rochester Adams: This

seniot comed (rom & treo of beothers to shi at
Adams dutlng the pasl decade and he was
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consistent (hroughoul Fis sérier campaign
fof the Highlanders. Jazubson, wha missed
Ihe QAL Bivision | meel, was sieth in the
s13lom and severth in the G5 4t the Pire Kool
Divisionsl, nirti « the stalom an3 13ih an Lhe
GS 81 the Fene Xnch Regional. eighth in the
stalom 320 131h 10 the G5 &1 he SEMSL meet,
ard Wih o the gtatam ard 21th i ihe 65 at
the Class A stafe L 2araing 11 3 5pat on
the All-State Shred

MATT BUTATKO, Rochester Adyms’ The sen
ior-laden Highianders mate tre slate hnats
the past six seasons 20d Ihis maingtay was
one of (hase reaions tha past two yedts A
seni0r in his $econg varsity season. Sutatho
was Tth 0 the G5 and 3310 1n Ine stalom 3}
Ihe Pine Knob Dinsicnat, eighth in the slatom
233 ninth in the GS al the Pine Xnod Regioral.
and 1tth in (e slafom and 12th at the 65 af (he
SEWIL meet. He 0id nat place in the top 30 in
either everd al the state meel. where Adams
finished sizth a5 a team. which was third best
amongst all area schoals.

PETE BRAUN. Rachester Adams: The third
Adamna senior nainad Lo Ihs second team,
Braun lock his turn leading Ihe Highlanders
Sraun wav SiKth in (he 55 and severth n the

stator at Ine Pine Kncb Divesional, 10th in the
slalom and 12th in the 63 &1 he Pine ¥nod
Reqianat, crached the 109 25 «n bath races at
the SERSL, and firsshed 26t 1n the GS at the
Cfass A state meel.

GRANT FODOR. Laxe Orior Fodot s nct
buill Ive 3 prototypecal skier - ne wag athree:
year vatsity veterai on the Dragors” offersrve.
Iine 1n foo!ball, com:ng in 3 &4, 240 pouns
bul Irat ¢xda’l prevent hum from displapng
speed on the siopes this minter. Fogor way
10th 1n the slalom al the flushing leretaticndt,
25th in the stalom ang 2620 1n the CS at (he
Bayne Oy (nitabora), Tth i the slatom 2rg
215t in Ihe 65 at be Pine Knzh Dresioral, 18N
(n the slalom 2nd 17th an the €S 3t re Pire
Knob Pegional, and 29:h m the 6S asd 33rd 1
the stafom al the Class A state inats

“He di0 really well for us 453N Lhis y2at”
said McKee. “Tou lave 4 1ook at hum and be'
not bunit Iive & shier, ut fe st €
with some pretly good races lor ug

hrotgh

PETE MANLEY, Bwmingtam Croyes' In the
w2t Brighten Ski League, teams 02 nat race
duals, only in Mini towinaments. Hanley, &
senior captain. thtived in the conference as
one of s best shiets &'l seasca Manley fin
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8ikini Contest Finals

“'Meat Local & National Celebrities

Also Appearing & Signing Autographs

Mickey Redmond 12:00w - 2.00m from 1fan to Bow:
R. Lee Ermey 100w - 4:00% Playboy Playmates
Ernie Harwell 2:00m1 - 4:00me Miss October 2002 Tert Hartison

Sam T'Ang Productions Brkns Contest 1.30~ Miss January 2001 Inna Voconina
4:30w  Stuff Magasine mode! Erka Lise Vol




