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Harrison Estate reaches
bicentennial milestone

(AD) - Grouseland, once the
home of former President
William Henry Harrison, is cel-
ehrating its 20(rth birthday this

yeat.

I Harsison were to see it
now, he would find the house
he built in a grove of Walnut
trees much the same as when
he left it

“And you can see it, too, in the
southwest [ndiana town of
Vincennes, a not-too-strenuous
weekend trip from the Detroit
suburbs.

Two high-back gentleman's
chairs sit arranged in front of
the fireplace in the “council
room” where Harrison, then
Indiana Territory Governur,
awaited Shawnee Chief

Tecumseh for treaty talks,

And although the two men
ended up having their famons
meeting outside on the lawn,
Grouseland was tie historie
scene for the signing of five
treatics with arca lndmn mbm.

grund stairease, portraits of the
governar and his wife, At
Symies, hang on opposite walls,
framing the ddoor.

Built i 18038, Hagsison’s
300-acre estate was hate fur
his growing family aml a refuge
against uttacl

A hullet hole i the immense
dining roam where farrison
once entertained guests and
visiting dignitaries such as
Zachary Taylor serve stark
reminder of the dangers of ,
frontier living.

Ahistorie Vincennes treas-
ure, Grouseland, named for the
abundant game birds once
found in the area, will be the
focus of o bicentensial eclehra-
tion and several events -
including a banquet and tea -
plrnned by the Grouseland
Foundatioh, a non-| pmf’l
organization started in 1999,

“We treat this hume like a
tusenm beeanse it is n muse-
um, aid Donna Klein, house

In thel
cy” where the servants ; cooked
and worlied, the spinning
wheel and loam await skilled
hands 1o weave rugs and finish

uilts.

And in the front hall, where
varnished wood floors and
antique carpets lead to the

=This will be the
first time we've allowed food to
actunlly be served ir: the man-
sion.”

And later during the
Rendezvous in Muy, a Saturday
evening candlelight tour of the
hotme will be presested by
foundation volunteers,

Other events, inchaling a lecs
e reries nbout Harrison, the
ninth pumlvnl of the Vnited
States, will be announced fster
Marrivon s president for only
30 dlays, He died nl']nu-uumum
on Apeil 4, 104 L

Onee theeateaesd with demeo-
lition, the home was saved in
09 when the Vige Chapter of
the Danghters of the Awvsican
Revolution raised moziey 1o huy
the home from the water cos-
par
The women began restori:
tion of the home, which had
been used atone time fur grain
storage. ‘They apened it to the
publicin 1911 and restoration
projects have been ongoing
since.

‘The DAR has maintained the
building, hut after the non-
profit fonnda
lished, members could apply
for preservation grants, mem-
ber Panla Nossett said,

“The first brick house built in
i, Grouselund was
referred 10 by many as the
“White House of the West”

According to DAR reeords,
usedl i the ivme were
originally painted white. Time
cmdtd wueh of the paint, with
the rest removed during
restoration projects,

Last year, foundation
grants epnhled the mottar
between the neiginal, hand-
made beicks to e replaced
Althougl original to the
home, the mortar had tuened
enustic with age,
et and uther vol-
e \ullnr\lhrn\lyh
the hame, which is adorned
with ariginal pive
awned hy Hacrizon and his
friend, Francis Vigo,

Many rooms hay
bished with hand-sereened,
perind wi allpaper. S
points out an upstaies bedroom
is in need of wallpapee and
repair and said she hopes
membership dri
others to join * £
Grouseland™ will help with
fund-raising,

Though all rooms are
blacked with railings to protect
quilts, furnishings and fistures,
the tall windows permit o view
of the atea that wits once part
of the estate,

“Look out there.” said
N(m ett, pointing out un
airs windoew, “You can
nlmmi imugine Tecumsch
standing there waiting for
Harrison tv come vutside and
talk to him in the Walnut
grove”

What they lack in size, tiny
towns make up in character

sl frnitare

been refue-

Higher density, mixed-use
zoning key Smart Growth

ahome.

very family need

E “The U.S. papulation will
grow by some 37 million

over the next 35 years and 1.9 1o

1.5 million new huusebolds will

be formed each year through

2020

16 southeastern Michigan
alone, 400,000 additional
Bomes will be needed by 2000,
Builders are attempting to keep
up Wi ||!| this grawing d(-m.\nd
o prov
these families ean live,

Ve, sere pestrictions on growth,
often disguisad ns ways to rebiese
traffic congestion, are driving up the
vert of housing beyond the reach of
millions of Americans. Fyen ey,
willians aze paying more than hadf
their income on howsing,

Why is this?

One newds to understand the
ceonamics of development and
the matket focces driving the
demand for new homes.

If the inventory of land that can
be developed is reduced hecause
of restrictions in uxe, such as large
lut sizes, or the ereation of growth
boundaries, then the vidue and
cost of Wl emaining lnd avail-
abl: for deselopment increases.

“Fhis ean add thousands nnd
thousands of dollass to the cast
of a new home,

Likewise, if job growth is a pri-
ority in a community, then equat
priority newds to be given to the
demand for housing that is
affonlable to families neross the
eatire economic spectram, You
can’t huve one without the other,

The answer is Smart Growth,

Ways that will bring the cost

of howsing
down to
affordable lev-
elsinclude

or tot den-
s per actr,
minee-use
i, and
mumcipality
infrastencture
improvements
that are for-
wanid thinking
and anticipate future growth.

By using these stefegivs, our
children will be nble to Jive in
the same communities in which
they grew up rather than mov-
ing further outward where
housing is more affordable.

Advacates of “no-growth”
policies pay lip service ta
affordability, but they offer no
solution to the housing crisis at
all levels of affordability created
by restrictive growth policies.

Instead, we should emphn-
size Smart Growth - the right
of Americans to live where they
want in a house they can afford.

Ttis inevitable that Anwerica, and
Michignn in particular, will continue
togrow, [fwe deny that fuct and fail
10 pln fur it, then we will continue
tosee Wm\d\«n elsten] prrotienms

Every citizen will be alile to
achieve “the Great Amerlean
Dream.”

L MacLeish

Dan MacLelsh is the immediate past
president of the Buliding Indusley
Assoclation of Southeastern Michigan
{nfarmington Hills He's also presi-
denl of MacLeish Building In Jroy and
has been a masler buitder tor 39 years
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lauger than anyone can remwmber. Phyllis Naylor, now 59, grew up in otherwise they ldave you alone” T2t
What Silerton has is 60 residents who
would rather hear mourning doves than
morning radio.

“We don't want n big General Motors
plant sitting next to Siterton,” said city
aldermnn Robert (*just call me Bobby™)
Naylor. “Everybody Jikes the quict, nnd
everybody knows everybody” said Naylor,
63.

In Siterton, friendships are forged nt
church suppers or over dominos. 1t's where
Phyllis N'\\‘or‘ Bobby's wife, van a post
affice from her kitchen until three years
ago. Both are descendants of the city's
founding Siler anxl)

Similar tiny cities are found across West
Tennessee, with many dating ta the first
balfofthe 18005, *

“Alotof them st-\nu! off as farm com-

in West 1ol i
which is flat and l\:u more wide open
spaces,” said Jim Financ of the state"
Municipal Technieal Advisory Service
Knowville.

At one time, Silerton had several hun-
dred residents, as well as a halt-dazen
stores, a bank and cotton gin, a gristmill,
train depat and a jewdlry store,

Such communities thrived until the mid-
1900s, when farms became more mecha-
nized, rail service dwindled and interst
highways beckoned rusal residents to city
shopping ﬂ“dj(ﬂ“

Tanlay, 17 of the state’s 40 smallest cities
arc in West Tennessee, Some have antehel-
Ium hames, or the remnant of a country
store or sawmill,

In Hickary Valley, population 136, the
hailer from an old sassafras root mill sits
next door 1o City Hall. From the 19205 to
the 1950s, residents dug sassafras toots
and sold them to the mill for peanies on
the pound. The mill sold the oil for use in
flavorings and medicines, said Robert
Haralson, a retired school principal and
historian of the town 50 miles east of
Mcmphis.

By the 19505, “there were no jobs left for
young people and they left,” said city book-
keeper Roseminry op.

1aralson, 80, said \\]nlc Hickory Valley ,
has lost papulnunn within ns ml) Yimits, s .

land draws dwellers s
1o estate-size lots. . S . -

' a trend secn in counties just outside .
mectropolitan areas, Finane s:

Such an influx h-m)u to hit Silerton,
which sits along Tennessee 125, about 3
miles enst of Chickasaw Statc Park. Maxt
townsfolk are related by bloed or marriage

CONDOMINIUMS

A Downtown
Lifestyle
Awaits You in
Historic Howell,

Tucked into the center
of charming dotwntown
Howell, Banker's Square
combines the
enchanting flavor of
tum of the century
rooflop gardens with the
timeless appeal of New
York style row houses.
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