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BY ANNE FRACASSA
AVANT! NEWS FEATURES

Dear Anne:

I read with interest your reports each issue of the
Observer € Eccentric. You have a good grasp of what
people are interested in ina vehicleand after reading the
report 1 feel that [ know the car almost as well as if 1
drove it myself.

Houwever, quite often your enthusiasm comes across i
endlorsement. This concerna me becatise my perception is
that you often test forcign (especially amall Japanese)
nameplates and leave the domestics and their far flung
divisions out of the picture.

Many of your readers in the Detroit area work on
those cars and trucks and would like ta sec your goocd
tcords about their products, We also cannot muke ours
better unless we know what it is people like yourselfdon’t
tike, und believe e, we listen.

I would hope thut your road fests would roughly
mateh with nationwide sales percentages so that you
drive the top 10 cars and trucks each year, along with
significant neow cars.  Maybe I am biased (OK, 1 knote {
am) but 1 know a lot about Suburu from reading your
reports, but not much about Mercury or Buick, or even
Juguar.

You should try out an X-Type Jaguar (and | apologize
;/' you did and I missed it) since you canpot match the
\wenry and performance with all wheel drive at that
price. And you get to have the leaping kitty on the front.
Purrfect. I think it would temper your enthusiasm for
Subdru and Suzuki to scc what real leather feels like.

Keep up the good work, 1 will keep reading.

Edwir: Moses

Keep e-mailing us your letters, We listen when you write
us. We'l try real hard to get some Fords, Jaguars and
Mereurys for future reviews, Until then, here's a Ford
truck road test ..

‘The only thing I didn't Yike on Ford's new Explorer
Sport Trac sport utility vehicle was the available lockable
hard tonneau cover. It was hard to open and harder to
put stuff in the rear bed.

Back there, youTl find a 51-inch {or 29.6 cubic feet of
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2003 Ford Explorer Sport Trac has versatliity.

cargo space) pickup box that you can outfit with a
swing-over tubular bed extender that considerably
extends the bed even farther. The tubular frame locks in
place and is very lightweight. Even from outside the
truck, it's easy to put in place.

OK. Enough about the pickup box. Let's get into some
of the meat and potatoes of what makes the Explarer
Sport Trac a very special truck. Inside, it's really not very
different fram the Fxplorer, which is still the best-selling

w

Interior appointments are very, Very nice. Seating is
comfortatite. The Spart Trac I drove had Jeather scats
that were very soft and comfy. There are two buckets u]
front and room for three with a rear 60/40 split bcnc{:
seat. In the back seat are head restraints on the outboard
seating positions.

“Fhie Jeather seats up front also feature manual lumbar
adjustments and $-way head restraints for both posi-
tions. You can ulso choose fram cloth bucket seats that
have a 6-way adjustable recline feature for the driver.

The interior is very nicely faid out for the driver. The
only disturbing feature was the center stack that houses
the heating/venting/cooling and AM/FM/CD/cassette
sterco, You actually have to take your eyes fully off the
road to operate the controls. 1 didn't like that at alt 1
guess after some time, you'll probably get used 10 it -
just like typing or something. But T didn't like the place-
‘ment of bath those components,

Everything else is smartly placed and geared totally ta
the driver's expericnce. Stalks are within fingertip reach
and instr jon is easy to und ]

The optional overhend console features map Tights, a
compass, outside temperature and a garage door storage
bin. The center storage console is geared toward the rear
P llowing them rear | fai: it
ing controls, headphonz jacks and audio controls.

The Sport Trac features four full-size doars that nllow

passengers in and out very effectively. The interor is
very toomy. Large peaple can fit back there comfortably.

Powered by a 4.0-liter single overhead cam V6, the
standard Spart Trac comes with a 5-speed manual
transmission that outputs 210 horses. Opt for the 5-
speed nutomatic overdrive transmission for ease of
operation. You'll be able to tow & maximum of 5,300
pounds with Sport Trac.

Driving around town and traveling to the upper
reaches of Michigan's lower peninsula was a joy-
Handling was superb, Ride quality is really wonderful.
Sport Trac also features shift-on-the-fly 4-wheel drive
system that would be a joy to have off-roading or having
fun in the snow, The 4-wheel-drive system is available in
both configurations of the Sport Trac, cither with the 5-
speed manual or 5-speed automatic.

Fucl capacity has been changed to add a little more
than 2 more gallons this year, increasing it to 22.4 gal-
tons. That gets you nearly to the top of the mitten from
Detroit. Fuel economy ranges from 15 to 21 mpg,
depending on transmission and whether you outfit it
with #-wheel-drive or not,

As far the looks of the Explorer Sport Truc, it's beau-
wfully executed in every way. The Es lorer series has
always had handsome !ooks - that's why it sells so well.

1 would seriously 1ake a look at Sport Trac as an alter-
native vehicle that's perfect for a famity who needs the
versatility of n pick-up truck.

Writc Anne Fracassa at avantil054@aol.com.

Ford Explorer Sport Trac

Vehicle class: Sport Utility Vehiele.

Power: 4.0-liter single overhead cam V6 engine.
Mileage: 15 city / 19 highway.

‘Where built: Lousville.

Price as tested: $31,400.

oncassests

Dxtord
G Sed
o

Just Aniidunced

B G
ERUCRANS|EEHY
ATOENTIONE Focudf Tawus / Wikdstar/ Raoer
7 Explorer SgeRt Red Carst costaniers

asp from [-1-63
a4 abls 1

00 o, AQD gwt, i 7w,
03 K00 CE*R Trwp 6t od (S0 &

151302

9 EMPLOTEE ov ELIBRLE AL

|

D0 U 2 |

LTTABN

§
Ja

PRATR-
ooy Ko e (o

*1561

YRR EMPLAYEE 4¢ ELIGIBLE FARILY AU {]

CALL 1-800-ASK-FORD

www.aplanheadguariers.com XRPSTRG

Wd s Wed -t

0 SOA AP Ry, A
315 A1m5p 3, (O GVAR D) XL 10

VA WY, .1 Ot a4 o v KXED &
IQ%I-M

.- SERVICE

CacA G AL 3737 g
b 7aF, YT $30°00 B 6 COVS wec K.
el ow et 4 0. £F1 VA, 4900 0 Yo,
O b e, [Sock K340) I S8 8

+25255%
[psout v

AUIR U
Banvbpm

1 On solect modets.




