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Murray returns to his roots to
head Friends of the Rouge

OY XURT KUBAN
STATF ARITER

\nu might say Jim Mureray's
s come (il circle.
hild rowing up in the

llnn"l)n banks of
Ronge River, during 3
when the river was litthe more
than an apen sewer, Years later
in 1955, Murray, appalled by
the condition ot the river,
helped form Friends of the
non-protit group dedi-
reversing its fortuncs,
Murray becanme
cetor of the organ-
ion, which iy based in
horn Ileights and has an
jee on the campus of the
Cranbrook Educational
Community in Bloonsield
Flills, Friends of the Rous:
been s sinee |‘nr~
s \.rd1r

served as the director of the
Wayne County Departmert of
Enviranment, and s been the
drain commissioner in hoth
Wavne and Washtenaw coun-
tics, sees the appointment as an
oppmuln\t\ to help maintain

the momentum in restoring the
river.

“I played along the Rouge
flood plain while growing up. T
used to raft on it in the summer
and skate on it in the wiater. So
h\'m\hlp with the Rouge

xeited

ROUGE RESCUE LEADER

Murray, who has helped
secure many federal and state
grants to cled
said the river is much cleaner
today than it was when he
formed Friends of the Rouge
and Rouge Rescue, an anonal
volunteer cleanup of the river.
Maay sources of pollution have
been eliminated, including the
sewage overflaws that plagued
the Rouge for years.

Oxygen levednin the river
bave also in ed deamatie
y. which is helping re-cstablish
fish and agaatic insect popotas

Barnett to
speak on
Rouge issues

Farmington Hills Ciry
Councilwoman Vicki
Barnett will speak on issues
involving the Rouge River

th un armington area
sidents at 7p.m March
31
‘The meeting will be held

at the Farmington Flills City
Hall council ehambers at
COrchard La 111 Mite
The public is urged to
attencd. \dzmmnn is free
and retresh vallhe
provided.
e meeting is ~p«m~nnd
by the vity of
Hills and tae
Ripartan Stewands, The 1.\(-
ter is A new .mpd.dn lh\l

there mllh A presentation
deseribing the v.
mer activities be
sored by the city,
Fartmington Riparian
Stewards aned the Friends of
the Rouge.

tions throughout the river sys-
tem. Despite the successes, he
realizes there is still a wiys to

go before the river be
recreational resouree he envie
sions.

“The river is 10 times better
than it was 13 years ago. We
have to take a loak at these

b

['I\ﬂ(\ s qul Are mi
covers much of Oakland and
Wayne counties. More than 1.5
million people Five within the
area that drains to the river.
Saily Peteella, the luustime

comes the

public¢ involvement coordinator
for the Friends of the Rouge,
said Murray will serve two vitad
functions for the group, which
muonitors the health of the river,
educates the publie, and cour-
cleanup efforts,

Jim will be doimg two things
“,e s, He will lead our fund-
vaising etiorts, which is nees
sary for us to achieve our goads,
ill also act as the

far the group.

an ol spill, or

of that nature, he
will be the one to address the
public about it she

AN OPPORTUNITY

Murray, a Livonia resident,
became avilable after being let
Zo by new Wayne County
Exceutive Robert Ficano, who
hired Kurt Heise to take over
the department of environ-
ment.

Tt was the fisst time Twas
ever fired from a job,” Murray
s,

Dan Gritlin, a Friends of the
Rauge board member since
1957, ~aw Murray's firing as an
opportunity, He said the board
was desperately trying to find a
leader for the group, so he
approached Murray about the
job. He believes Mirray's pas
sion for the Rou well as
hix conne:
governme
community mll bea bonn far
the gron
been Ta

~Jim started Friends of the
Rouge. He was really the spi ark
plug behind mxrnrmmm(mn
We need him now:” he said,

“You need a visionary fora
And you need an
strator to make sure
. t done in an appropri-
ate manner. | feel prouder and
more hopeful than have for
rs. H he is half the
s when lie started
the group. we will be in good
shape.”

Griffin said Friends of the
Rouge has an annual budget of
abaut $300,000, Murray, who
isan an i x-manth con-
tract, wiil be pml 225,000 for
the term.
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Jim Murray stands on  oridge overlooking the Rouge River In Dearborn Heights. The former Wayne County
official is the new executive director of the Friends of the Rouge.

MEMBERSHIP WANES

Friends of the Rouge has
gone thugh some growing
pains in recent years. Griffin
said membership has waned
from abaut 1,000 members
down to about 300. He said it
was on¢e Oflhﬂ main reasons
Graham was let go.

“We weren't secing any
results. We just weren't stand-
ing for anything, or getting any-
thing done,” Griffin said. “He
(Murray) has the contacts to
turn things around. And 1 think
he still has the guts, the heart
and the brains to get the job
done”

Murray tecognizes the chal-
lenge of increasing member-

ship, but he doesn’t think it will
be that difficult because most
people care about the fate of
the Rouge. He said the group
just needs to do a better job
reaching out to residents.

“I sce everyone that tives in
this basin as a friend of the
Rouge. We are very environ-
mentally sensitive in this neea.
So | think we really have 1.5
million friends of the Rouge,
and they all want to see us suc-
ceed” Murray said.

Murray sees Friends of the
Rouge as an educational tool
for the public. The next step in
eleaning up the river, he said. ix
to inform the people how their
actions are often detrimental to
the Rouge. Among other

things, proper lawn and auto-
mobile care must be stressed.
And while his llf‘. has come

“Far 5 ’O)L ars, the public did-
w't even know this fiver was
here. We did everything we
could to hide it, because it was

dirty and dangesou:
trying to reverse that, and bring
people back down to its banks.
Ve are stasting to realize again
that this river is a tremendons
resuurce, and adds to the quali-
ife” he said.
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The First
100 Customers
Receive u

if You Don't Buy It TODAY...
it Might Not Be Here TOMORROW!

We're Liquidators and
We Beat Anyone's Price!

the suiggested manufacturer's retaliprice
INCLUDING FREE ASSEMBLY!. -
PLUS AN AI)DITWNA

R.C. Cars &
Motorcycies

'13.99.

LIQUIDATION SUPER CENTER

‘50850 Plymouth RStd + Livonit + 734-45 +2670

- . MUL‘I’I PURPDSE PAPER,
COPY PAPER, FAX PAPER

+ OFFICE DESKS

¢ OFFICE CHAIRS

+ FILE CRBINETS

+ BOOK CASES

+ WORK STATIONS

« COMPUTER CARTS

8/ X11and §/: X141
per

15
case

10 reams in a case!
Assorted brand names

Electric and Go
Motor Scooters

Babies starting atss

(Toys Avaliable 'n:el)

" (Next Door to Daiton Direct Carpet - Formeriy Ciyde's Carpet)-

Monday-Saturday,9am-7pm

! ndav 2 Noon 6pm

$ 1,000 Shopping Speee at Laured Pack Place or
$1.000 Mormott Workdwide Gift Certificate or

Tropical Escapes
Wine Tasting and Auction Gala
Friday, March 28, 2003

5:30 pm ¢ Silent Auction and Wine Tasting
7:30 pm * Dinner and Live Auction

Laurel Manor - 39000 Schoolcraft Road ¢ Livonia, Michigan

Exceptional wines and exquisite dinner in a relaxed, elegant atmosphere.

$125 per ticket * After March 14, 2003 all tickets are SISO
w—_—'ﬂ"‘ﬂm’

YOUR CHO]CE RAFFLE = TICKETS ARE $|0 00 EACH
Orawing - Frdry. March 28, 3003 at 8:30 pm

Your Choice of:

Dismond Ring with 18 Brillant Cut Thamonds or

7 Day Chadevor Vacation I the Coast Guard Captain's Hau

Oy e prze of four brted wil be waned, o caih exchunge. Remswing 3 peizes wil be auctioned on March 20, 3001
Need not be present to win, Proceeds to benefit schotarships § educational projects.

State Licenso No. R70552

MADONNA UNIVERSITY

E MADONNA
UNIVERSITY

NS tickets Galine B Wivw.madanna edu (cBck on

Tivonia Mbserver
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