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i\iew drug protects against peanut allergies

7 SANET KCCORNAUGHEY
ASSOCIATID PRESS WRITER

- NEW ORLEANS (AP) - For
the first time, an experimental
drug has been shown to protect
poople from potentially deadly
allergic reactions from eating
peanuts by accldent.

About 1.5 million Americans
are allergic to peanuts, the
Teading causc of allergy deaths.
Sqgme youngsters must catata
pennut-free cafeterin table or
even In an [solated room. Some
nlrlincs have stopped serving
peanuta to safeguard peaple
allargic to even a whiff of the
nyt.

The monthly shots are nota
cure. But doctars believe the
drug should let these people
avold severe complications if

they unknowingly eat enc or
two peanuts, the typical neei-
dental exposure,

“Basically, we would not be
scelng people in the emergency
room or the morgue from
peanut accidents,” aald Dr. S,
Allan Bock, an nlicrgist from
Boulder, Colo., who was not
part of the study.

However, the drug is o few
years away from going on the
‘market. Its ritical third round
of tests hina been stalled by legal
infighting among the three

Peanut allergies have been
rising in recent decades. No
one is sure why, but a new
study found that baby creams
or lotions containing peanut il
may lead to peanut allergies.

nbies whose rashes ar
eczema were soathed by such
creams were more likely to
become allergic to peanuts than
those whose ereams did not
include peanut off, said Dr.
Gldeon Lack of St. Mary’s
Hospital at Imperial College in
London.

Medicine, which relensed them
Monday on its Web site.

The study was paid for by
one of the drug's developers,
‘Tanox Inc., and by grants from
the Peanut Board, the Peanut
Foundation and the National
Institutes of Health.

The peanut allergy drug is
designed to catch hold of
immunoglebulin-E, or IgE, a
molecule that plays a mnjor
part in asthma and allergies.

In n study, 84 people with
immediate allergic reactions to
peanuts got monthly shots of
cither a placebo or TNX-901
for four months. There were
three different doses of TNX-
90I; neither doctors nor

patients knew who got what.

Those on the highest dose

could handle an average of

almost nine peanuts’ worth of
pennut flour at the cnd, com-
pared with sbout a half-peantat.
at the start. And five of them
ate the equivalent of 24 peanuta
without reacting.

“That's a pretty impressive
amount,” Sampson said.

The drug also protected peo-
ple from the even tinier
amounta of peanuts that can be
present in the air. In addition,
scveral participants reported
that other food allergies were
lessened, and hay fever symp-
toms disappeared.

Shelley Schneiderman Ducker,
spakeswomnan for Genentech
Inc., one of the developers of the
drug, said TNX-501 is likely to
expensive, but she would not be
more specific.

For 15-year-old Allison Rush,

a study participant with a
potentially lethal allergy to
peanuts, the drug means she
will no longer have 1o be byper-
vigilant about avoiding even
the tiniest bit of peanut con-
tamination.

Before her first treatment,
the equivalent of one-60th of 3
peanut made her throat ctart
closing up, her skin break out
in hives, her face swell, and her
blood pressure drop, said her
mother, Bonnie Rush. After
four monthly injections, it toak
the equivalent of six peanuts to
bring on such an anaphylactic
attack.

“1 really can't imagine life for
my daughter without this drug.’
Bonnie Rush said. “It's com-
pletely changed her quality of
life, her outlock on life”

COLOHOSCOPY
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*If we can diagnosc these
adencomas, we can eliminate
the cancer. The million dollar
quéstion is how do you
screen... In a perfect world
thee perfect test Is something
that costs very little and is
very sensitive.”

enderson said the cost of
a virtual colonoscopy is $750.
Biederman belicves that
arpount is *much too much
for mass sereenings.”)

companies with tightsto it, Lack's study - and rescarch
And Dr, Hugh A of onthe of the aller-
Mount Sinai Medical School in gy drug - wers presented
New York sald patienta would  Monday in Denver to the
need lifelong monthly shotsof  American Academy of Allergy,
the drug, called TNX-901, and  Asthma and Immunology. They
still would have to guard will be published Thursday in
against enting peanuts. the New England Journal of
conventional colenoscopy ‘The test appears to be able
and have a test that'a both to detect cancers and pre-
dingnostic and therapeu- cancers 90 percent of the
tic?” time for growths greater than
1 centimeter and 70to BO per-
THE FUTURE cent of the time for growths
Jess than 1 centimeter, said
Hend ly is the !

Cancer Society. [t requires an
entire stool sample to be sent
to a labomatory for testing,

St. Joe's participates in study

rimary investigutor in
Michigan for a Maye Clinic
Study on fecal DNA evalua-
tion, Unlike the standard
fecal oceult blood test - the
{east sensitive of colon cancer
tests because it does not
detect tumors that are not
bleeding - DNA stool tests
have great promise for diag-

Because the test looks for
cancer at the molceular level,
it may be less likely than con-
ventional fecal blood tests to
give false positive and false
negative results, And, said
Henderson, it may be able to
detect other kinds of cancers
« lung, stomach, pancreas,
and bile ducts - that shed

something sume people may
find unacceptable. Because the
test is not yet automated, it
currently costs more than
$400 per test. And, like virtual
colonoscapy, it requites further
testing to prove it is cffective.
‘With 50 percent of colon
cancer being preventable, and
with nll the diagnostic tests
available, there's no reason ot
to be sereencd, said
G It's di

‘The Michigan Cancer Research
Consortium Community Clinical
Oncology Program at St. Joseph
Mecrcy Hospital in Ann Arbor is
participating in a research study
sponsored by the North Central
Treatment Group through Mayo
Clinic. The study tests a recently
developed prototype stool assay
system for detecting DNA alter-
ations that oceur with colorectat

o

headded, when heseesa
patient with a colon cancer that
could have been prevented.
“We look at the test result
and say, ‘Why didn’t yau get it

Eligible individuals participate in
an enrollment visit, have their
blood drawn, collect and mail three
whale stools to Mayo Clinic, and
undergo a colonoscopy.

2 Between nges 50 and 80, If
female, you must be post-
menopausal. (Beginning June 1 the
oge criterin will include only those
between the ages of 65 and 80.)

B No colorectal exams in the
past 10 yearn.

& No recent stool testing.

B No prior colorectal aurgery.

For more information about
this important rescarch atudy,

plense call the Mickigan Cancer
Research Consartium's toll-free

Gunaratnam poscs this nostic accurucy. Colon DNA into the digestive tract.
qiiestion: “Would you rather  tumors constantly shed cells But there are drawbacks
pu( 8750 for a virtuzl that contnin abnormal DNA,  with the test at the present
calonoscopy or §1,000 fora o hallmark of cancer. time, says the American

done earlier.™

Eligibility criteria include:

study line at (877) 530-5995.

TETARUS SHOTS
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April 6, MVN will be offering Td shots for
attendees of the 2009 Spring Home &
Garden Show at the Novi Expo Center in
Novl. Shots will be avallable al this show on
Fridny, from 1-4 p.m.; on Saturday, from 10
a.m. to 3 pan.; and on Sunday, (rom 11 a.m.

tqd p.m.
‘The Td shots are 820 ench, and do not

include the price of admission for the shows.
All shots will be administered by MVN's
licensed nurses.

In addition, landscape, construction and
ather businesses mny contact MVN anline at
wwwaimvi.cotn to schedule an on-site Td
fmmunization clinic for thelr employces,

For more detalls nbout the BIA's home and

zrden shows, visit www.builders.org. To
earn more aboul tetanus and diphtheria,
visit the CDC Web site at www.cde.gov. MVN
is n non-profit organization that has served
the community slnee 1909,
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