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Take two or more

Oscar-nominated
‘Spetibound’ launches
documentary series

BY KICOLE STAFFORD
STAFT WRITER

and rivet-

1t’s fair to say de i
are a catch-them-when-you-
can commodity in metro
Detroit.

Films in the geare play regu-
larly at Detroit Film Theatre,
sporadically in local art cine-
mas and rarely in large the-
aters.

Yet, documentaries are more
in demand than ever.

So when Chris Walny, a PBS
free-lance producer from Royal
Oak, approached the
‘Woodward Filrh Society with
the idea of a monthly documen-
tary series, the green light came

uickly.

Walny is the founder of
Detroit Docs, the nonprofit

ization that ! the

fag fitm nominated for an Oscar In the
cateqory of Best Documentary, fol-
Tows eight driven youngsters as they
compate in the National Spelling Bee.

Uptawn Pafladium 12. The film
doesn't open until Wednesday,
April 30 in New York.
Spelibound, which is Welch's
first film, is a behind-the-
scenes look at the National
Spelling Bee from the view-
point of eight young competi-
tors from different walks of life.
The film's DVD version is
expected to include footage of &
young speller from Michigan,
‘Allyson Licberman, a student at
Greenhills School in Ann

of that sp
city's first documentary festival
in 2002.

*Documentaries are a kind of
untapped atea. People love
them,” said Jill Ulle, publicist
for the Woodward Film Society
and Uptown Entertainment,
which nins downtown
Birmingham's two theaters.
“We thought it would be a great
match”

Film society members, which
number more than 200, cer-
tainty want to sce more of
them, she said.

STARTING WITH A WINKER

To kick off the series, Walny
arranged for an advance
sereening of the Oscar-nomi-
nated documentary
Spelibound, as wellasn Q& A
with the film’s dircctor, Sean
Welch. The screening is sched-
uled Wednesday, April 9 at

Arbor.
Critics have described the

BOOKS = FILM & SHOPPING » TRAVEL

Look at other photos
to improve your own

*Spelibound” is scheduted to open April 3
will be treated to an advance screening,

0 in Hew York, dut local movis-goers
along with a visit from the Gilmmaker,

April 9 thanks to Detroit Docs and the Woodward Fitm Soclety.

FILM PREVIEW

What: Advance screening of the Oscar-naminated documen-
tary “Speltbound” foltowed by a0 & A with director Sean
Welch to kick off planned documentary serles.

When: 7 p.m. Wednesday. April 9.

Where: Uptawn Palladium 12 theater, 250 N. Old Woodward ~ *

Ave., downtown Birmingham.

Tickets: General admission, $8, students and members of
Woodward Fitm Society or Detrait Dacs, $6, call (248) 644-FILM
or visit Uptown Palladium 12 box office.

|

award-winning film as sus-
penseful, exciting and hopeful.

“1 knew the outeome and
thought it was riveting.” said
Allyson’s mother, Julic Kovach.
“Allyson ended up on the cut-
ting room foor, but I think
(Welch) really captured the
whole experience”

AT THE BEE

Although Allyson, now 14,
was slightly disappointed she
didn't make it into the film, she
was impressed by the story in
Spelibound.

+ *{t shaws the real personali-
ties and the diversity of the peo-
ple at the Bee.” she said. “The
National Spelling Bee isn't as
publicized ns it probably should
be. It's really a great opportunity
for all types of kids™
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Macomb Center foe the Performing Arta™

Clinton Towndvp, Mihiga
R odfice: {2431 5392098
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Not only does the film
cxplore the emotional struggle
and pressure felt by competi-
tors, but also speaks to the
hopes of children and families
from all types of backgrounds
in a way that esitics say cap-
tures the American Drean.

REAL TIME OR REAL VIEWS?
Sa why are documentaries

gaining in popularity?
The genre is like reality tele-

variety of film-making tech-
niques and styles,

‘The availability of inexpen-
sive equipment has apencd up
film-making to & poal of talent-
od individuals, as well, she sald.

Docutmentarics bring us real
life, but do so with artistle
vision and an eye towards
enlightenment.

“Reality shows are more for
people who want to escape real-
ity,” she saidl. *Docs open up
s to reality”
with Detroit

vislon in that d
u]nfu!d stories about real peo-
ple.

But Walny thinks the public
has cmbraced the form for
other reasons.

For onc, the genre has
cvolved in sophistiention;

Docs is $35 (525 for students),
call (248) 214-6952 or visit
www.detmitdocs.org.
Membership with Woodward
Film Society is $25; call (319)
471-3123,
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With mysterks, viskenary
and compelling Jance,
Mrthand Magic will
Inchade an eclectic
program of contempetary
choerography. Highlight
of the evening will be
the peembetc of Steven
nnacone’s Boleea to
Mautkce Ravels famaons.
score by the same name.
You wun't want ta mivs
s pala ever!

Eberhard’s birds.

RDS, BiRDS, BiRDS

at the
Ave Maria
Fine Art Gallery

Show Dates:
April 8 to May 8, 2003

The Ave Marla Fine Art Gallery is proud to present an exhibit featuring
the works of Mark Eberhard. Having received his first bird book at age
five, Eberhard is now best known for his colorful and detailed paintings
of birds. His passion has helped him to win numerous awards, both
reglonally and nationally. Take the time to experlence the beauty of

Corweniently located at Domino's Farms in Ann Arbor, Take US 23 to axk 41, then 172 mile East -
follow the signs to Domino's Farms on Earhart Road, North of Plymouth Road. Entrance s s Lobby B. i
For more lnformation, call 734.930.7514 of vialt the paliery on the web at www.svemartasit.com. X

GALLERY HoURs:
Tuesday - Friday
9a.m.-6pm.

Saturday
10 a.m.-2pm.

Follow your favorite high school sports team each week
in the Observer.

the best ways to improve
yout phatogeaphy is by
closcly looking at the pic-

Did you know that ane of

tures of others?

Whether it's browsing
throtgh a gallery or leisurely

thumbing through a good W“. ___I

photography book, many

benefits can be yours by a blurred in motion or eaught

goodd, hard, exitical ook and ~ at the peak of the action?

an analysis of the photo- Look for the use of filters or

graphs, any other special effects, too.
Put on your “detective hat” Of course, you sl

tune in your ernotions and carefully study the composi-

ask yourself some important  tion. Hav are the elemnents

questions as you “read” n of the picture arranged and

phatogeraph. In doing so, does it all rake sense to you?

you'll gaint insight and tech- Is the photograph tellinga

‘nical skills that will certainly  story? 1f so, tuneintoyour .

helpyouin takingyourawn  feelings of it. Try to interpret

pictures, what the photographer Is try-
Begin by asking what the ing to say and what your

subject or main theme of the nses are.

photograph is. Does it move So, you see? Becumninga

you and how do you respond  photo “detective” can give

to it? How do you suppose you deeper insight into pho-

the photographer felt about  tography which will most

it? certainly help you with your
Study the lighting. Is it own pictures.

harsh or suft? What direc-

tion is it coming from and Monte Kagler is a fine art photogra-

what time of the day do you
think it was? Ask yourself
n to the
picture if the lighting were

what might hap
different,

Vhat camera position wns
used - near or far, low angle
ot high? Why do you think
the photographer used &
particular camera pasltion
and what does it do for the
picture? How might another
camera location affect the

photograph?

What lens do you think
was used and why? Wasitn
wide-angle, norma or per-
hapa a telephoto?

How about depth-of-field?
Is there a lot or n littde?
Would n change in depth-of-
field alter the linal imnge?

What about shutter speed
- fust or slow? la the subject

jj Focus

re‘l alot to 'read Inthis
Monte Ragler phota of these

Big Istand,

Novi Expo Center * Novi, Ml

April 11, 12, 13, 2003

Daily Adult Admission $6.00

Children Under 12 FREE

Parking FREE Compliments of Sugarleaf
Friday, Soturday & Sunday 10-6
DIRECTIONS: Take 1-96 to Exit 162, Turn south

an Novi Road, Turn right onto Expo Center Drive,
The Expo Center is located one block on the right.

HERETOWN  Obseore  Erreatte

For Discount
Admission Coupons:
 Visit your local Fermer Jock
© Print thes from

WWW.
* (i 800-210-3900

pher based in Farmington Hills. You
can leave a message loc him at
{134) 9532047,

Hawalian waterfalls taken on the

Buy crafts online at www.CraftsOnline.com




