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In-district schools of choice
decision delayed to May 6

BY SUE BUCK
STATE WRITER

‘The Farmington School
Board expects to further dls-
cuss the ismte of sibling priority
in its in-district schools of
chojce system April 15 and may
make a recommendation.

Officials hope to answer
questlons ralsed during
‘Tuesday’s untelevised commit-
tec meeting.

‘The board lsn't ex, to
make a dectsion until at least
the May 6 miecting. A change
may occur s eatly as next year,

The board heard commenta
from parents Tuesday, many of
whom wete concerned that sib-
ling priority will be allowed in
the district’s recently approved
out-of-dlstrict schools of cholce
plan but isn't allowed in the In-
district plan,

“It would be horribly wrong
#f students from outside our
district would be given a right
and a privilege that our in-dls-
trict students don't have,” said
board member Gary Sharp,

Parents talked about the
inconsistencies of boundaries
which send their children to
some achools and their friends
to others. Some talked about
being in one home school dis-
trict when they purchased their
hormes and in another alter
miinrlcﬂn{.

* don't like what the lnck of
sibling priorities does to faml-
Hes;” sald board president
Linda Enberg.

1t's more btilcf:lcull for
parents to me acquatnted
with the high school communi-
ty in contraat with the
elementary school when
their children have one teacher
they need to get to know, sald
board member Priscilla
Brouillette,

Board Member Pam
Christian said there’s also the
value of diversity. “How will
this play out in our schools?”
she asked, “Will they become
segregated? We need to Jook at
what's ereating the perception
that one school is superior to
the next and work on fixing the
core problem.”

School Superintendent Bob
Maxfield aaid he's been moved
by all the letters and hna gotten
past hia “obraxious side” which
said parents should have
known when they ensolled
their first child in the schools
of choice program that a
younger chlld might not have
that opportunity through a lot-
te:

Ty,

“Schoot of choice should not
be an inherited right,” said par-
ent Judy Holland. “It should be
applied fairly and equally.
Every school taxpayer ahould
be trented cqunlr.'

Parent Mary Yu, sald her
twin daughters were separated
because of the schools of cholce
plan,

Parent Marcy Berlin favors
sibling priority. She thought
there might be an exodus from
one school.

Sharp said while his son isat
North Farmington High, his
wife is & Harrison High gradu-
ate.

“It's curious to me how a par-
ent population has been able to
control perception of our three
high schools,” Sharp said.

“It's not the kids within
those three high schools which
are controlling those percep-
tlons, it's the parents, For some
reason there [s a negotive per-
ception amo ngosamc porent
populations about Harrlson.
1t's untrue, it's unfounded end
unfale”

Berlin pointed out an article
about The Untveraity of
Michigan's point system for
admissions, which revealed

North Farmington High School

received more points than
Hartlson and Farmington
High School.

“People are saving that arti-
cle;” Berlln said,

“It's not just the parent
group which is saying that,
How can you bring the other
schools up to that level?®

'ﬁhu Uof and’mcilssh{m
polley is one the school
:ldls:i:{:t can't control, Sharp
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Having started out in nbarn
owned by 8 board member, the
Farmington Famlly YMCA has
& upique history of making
strides in developing the
organkzation for the better.

And the people who volun-
teered and
worked there
made it possi-
ble, said Bob
i Densmore, for-
mer board
chairman and
current board
member.

AttheYs
annual meet-
Ing Thursday, board membera
an and present were honored

for their efforts, Special recog-
nitlon was given to past execu-
tive director Kevin Bush,

Densmore sald Bush was
instrumental in bullding the
Farmington area branch to
what it i3 today, with unique
programs and child-care serv-
jces becoming a model for
other YMCAS statewide.

“He worked extremely hard

Y honors former board members, directos:

Terry Biddie won the Mary Jane Freeman Award.

BUL BRIUIA | STAFT PHOTOCRAPER
Formee farmington ¥ director Kevin Bush cecafled the past,

tecnager for his or her volun-
teer efforts had two winners:
Mengan Coaper, a member of
the St. Fablan Church Youth
Group; and Alllson Stone, &
memr)er of the youth group at
Orchard United Methodist
Church. The Mary Jane
Freeman nward went to Terrie

to work with our schools,” said
Densmore. “He provided latch-
key and sports into the school
and then decided to bring day-
care on #ite, Our branch was
heralded as the largest
provider
of child
care sery-

as golf outings and coming up
with five-year strotegic pians,

~This is the hest director the
metro staff has ever had,”
Densmore said,

Bush said his 18 years with
the Farmington area branch
were very apecial to him,

“1 reul?; grew up here he

¥ icesinthe  snid, “It's my home. Biddle, n school age child cate
N state” *1 was not alone in building worker for the Y at Longacre
“Kevin the scrvices we have here Elementary School.
wasalways today,” he added. “It's because Jon Grant, Farmington Hills
trying of the wonderful partnership city councilman, was alao rec-
something  and volunteers and staff! here®  ognized for his past two years
newto Bush is now a natlonal con-  as chirmon of the YMCA
help out sultant for the YMCA, board of directors.
the kids,” *I rarely find n situation Jike Carleigh Flaharty, president
Dy the Farming I of the Farmington/
said, Hills community,” he said. Farmington Hilla Chamber of
polnting Honors were given toothers  Commerce, was named the
out such nt the annual breakfust, new board chairwoman.
fun-rais- ‘The Spiritual Leadership
tngevents  Award, which honors an area pracedoehomecommet | (248) 4TT-5450

Road repaving to close 8 Mile/M'belt corner

A road repaving projeet will
close the south alﬁ: of the
intersection at Eight Mlle and
Middiebelt from April 21 to
May 12. Middlebelt will be
closed north of Eight Mile
between May 12 and May 30,
*“The project will resurface
Eight Mile from Farmington

Road to Grand River, and will  will be closed for four weeks, onto Merriman and Seven
actually start on April 14 said  Eight Mlle will remain open, Mile to get around the inter-
Cralg l:gwn. spokesperson for  with traffic shifting firsttothe  section.

the Road Commisslon for north slde, then to the south ‘When the north side is bring
Onkland County, "The closures  side of the rond. repaired, drivers should detour
will start on April 23, end the During the first part of the to Nine Mile and Orchard !
project should be finished by closure, when the south sideof  Lake, Bryson said.

Eight Mile is being repaired,

Sept. 17
Although the interszetion drivers are dltected to detour By Carol Watshal
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GET FAST ANSWERS AND THE LOWEST HOME EQUITY RATES IN YEARS.
Build an oddition, poy for college, consolidate debi. Unlock the money in your house a1
amoring rotes such os the one you see obove, Cail 1.800.800.L0AN and you'll get cn
antwer befors you hang up. Low rotes, fost onswers. Untock the money-. Only ot Bank One.

BANK£EONE.

1.800.800.LOAN




