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™ OUR VIEWS '
Local volunteers
make a difference

They say you can't chunge the world, but a number of
tacal folks demonstrated in recent weeks it's very possible
10 make life better in our little corner of it.

The Cowley family opened their doors Wednesday
evening for a gala to raise funds for MI-COPS, an organi-
zation that helps the families and friends of stain police
officers, and the pavilion slated for construction in the
Downtown Farmington Business Center parking lot.

John Cowley & Sons have also given downtown
Farmington a boast with their six-figure investment in an
authentic Irish pub. While there are significant purking
issues to be add d, the project hopefully will provide
some high-octane fue! to drive the downtown develop-
ment engine.

On Friday night, the Exchange Club and F
Hills Special Scrvices Department launched their first
“Reverse Raffle” fund-raiser at Farmington Hills Manor.
Around 200 people attended, bought raffle tickets and
bid on live ruction items to raise funds for the After-
School Youth program.

This event provides people who don’t attend the more
formal Cornucapin Ball with a way to Jend their support
to loeal youth pragrams. The very affordable and more
casunl evening included a little dancing and a lot of
excitement s a pile of raffle ticket numbers dwindled and
bidders competed for a wealth of interesting prizes -
including a Harley-Davidson Sportster motoreycle, the
evening’s high ticket item, snapped up by Farmington
Hills Fire Chief Rich Marinucci.

The week's biggest surprise, however, came from the
tiny offices of Sweet Dy ind Farming
Their years of hard work und dedicated cfforts led to their
first-cver fund-raising gala, held at the Detroit Science
Center, They netted an amazing $110,000 to provide
slecp kits for needy kids in Detroit Public Schools.
Moreover, Sweet Dreamzzz's efforts have brought very
positive attention to the metropolitan area, which now
serves ns the nation’s 2003 Healthy Sleep Capital,

All of these events were driven by people who care
about their community, and they deserve tremendous
credit for the resources, time and energy they invest.

Instend of remaining indifferent to a world full of need,
they're truly making a difference.

Resources can ease
nursing home choice

1t's n decision that can be among the most difficult,
most overwhelming for any spouse, child or grandchild:
putting a loved ene into a nursing home.

Once that need is established, though, the next step is
finding the right place.

There are nto easy answers and no guarantees that you'll
be making the right decision. However, it's important to
have the right resaurees and information to take sotne of
the guesswork out of the many choices out there.

A tecent story in aur Observer Life section foeused an a
Consumer Guide to Michigan Nursing Homes that does
some of the leg-work for people shopping for a quality
home for mom or granfpn, Residents would be well-
served to use the guide or its Web site (wwiw.heam.org), in
addition to their own on-site visits and some other com-
mon-scnse suggestions to help make the decision,

Many people nre afraid of choosing the wrang site and
for good reason.

Just last month, o Livonin nursing home resident died
of hypothermia a few steps outside the door of Middlehelt
Healthcare Center after wandering outside on nn evening
when the temperature dipped belaw zero,

The woman, 86, suffered from dementia and had 4 record
of walking away fram the fucility. State [nvestigntors later
found that a matunctioning alarm and r fullure to follow
policies — including ealling police — may have contributed
1o the death. The home wis Issucd two citations and fined
$10,000 fr failing to supervise the wontn, who was one of
10 identified as o risk for elopestient at the facility,

Using the guide, though, is just the first step. Experts
urge peaple investignting nursing homes to use word-of-
mouth advice and read promotional literature,

“But nothing is more viluable than the insight you gain
from making personal visits to the home you o ronsider-
Ing,” the guide suggests. One nursing home administrator
urges decision-makers to pny eareful nttention during their
visit: cliecking for how lean the fucility luoks, how weli-
groomed the patients look, how approprinte the activi
seem, how the facility smells, how stafl treats patients, cte.

This Consumer Guide seems to be almost a necessary first
step for people going through these all-important decisions.
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Guests, Including clty councll members, civlc teaders, famlly and frlends, raised their glasses in a toast at tast week’s John Cowley & Sons fund-raiser, one

of several events held to benefit worthy causes,
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Say ‘nay’ to Jacobs

T was recently advised of an action
taken by our State Senate which should
meet with all of our approval, The Senate
passed Senate Resolution No. 37, which
states support for our armed forees dur-
ing the present military conflict.

However, not all the news Is good. Our
State Senator, Gilda Jacobs, did not vote
in favor of this resolution. When it came
time to show suppaort for our troops,
Gilda voted “Nay". When it was time to
support those families of service person-
nel overseas, Gilda voted “Nay™. When
called on to support the Commander-in-
Chief of these armed forces, she said
“Nay"

We should never farget this. Unity is
necessary in the face of adversity.

‘When Gilda comes back to the
Farmington arca secking reclection in
2006, we should nll tell her "Nay™!

Christopher M, Cummins
f

LETTERS

with a family wha has a child at Duncket
Middle School. The French student will
come to Dunckel, but instead of gning to
an American speaking class, they will
meet up with their French teacher, and
their classmates, who are also in the for-
eign language program.

Then after about two weeks of learn-
ing how Americans live, and what they
might eat, the French student that is vis-
iting Michigan, goes back home, but he
or she will bring buck the atudent from
Dunckel.

Kelsten CHitt
Power Hiddle Schoo)

Land use

First off, { would Iil;e to commend
b o e

Grill, Fresh Approach, Luigi’s Trattoria, .
Big Applc Bagels, Starbucks Coffee
Company, West Oaks Civitan Club,
Farmington Area Lions, Hercules
Coney Island, Jeanne's Hallmark,
Marvin's Marvelous Mechanical .
Museum, Buddy's Restaurant/Pizzeria .-
and 100.3 WNIC. ' "
Nike Beals, Pasils Xorelliz end Sae Ward .
Farmington Hills .

Not Flanders

As o parent of a student who attends
Flanders Elementary School, T am sur-
prised that our school was picked aver
other schools in the district for the school..
of choice program. .

Flanders is a small scheol, and ,

Gavernor G 1 r
establishing n Michigan Land Use
Leadership Couneil.

Given the significant sprawl within
the Oakland County communitics, this
eflortis inl; in] to our contin-

Hills
Band booster

I'm currently an eighth-geader and
attend Power Middle School [n the
Farmington School District. § play in the
cighth grade concert orchestra,

T think that the orchestrn and band
program is a great learning expericnce for

ued austninability, As an Oakland
County Commissioner as well n9 & civil
engineer/ transportation planner, I am
confident the council will prove to be
advantageous.

1 would cspecially like to express my
support and appreciation for each mem-
ber of the council. Some very wonderful

people have been chosen to participate on
1 | Enovled

the kids, It teaches them responsibility,
dedication and how to master an art that
is very benutiful. Studics prove that kida
who play in an orchestra are more Hkely
to do better in academic activities,

In fifth and sixth grade (cadet orches-
1ra} the students learn how to handle
thelr instruments ns well as the first basic
notes, The seventh-graders at Power (var-
sity orchestra) hegin to learn more
advanced techniques such as shifting and
vibrata,

eir ge and experi-
ence will certainly prove to be an invalu-
able nsset.

However, the cutminatlon of such tal-
ent is lacking one very essential compo-
nent, an actunl professional planner.
Given the primary role of the Michigan
Land Use Councll, the necessity of 4 pro-
fessional planner is essential. Planners
denl with land use everyday, and there-
fore have a full understanding of auch
matters.

The k

In eighth grade (concert orct ),
they have a lot more school concerts and
attend their ficst real festival in March.
Festival takes a lot of hard work and ded-
ication to your instrument if you wish to
receive n good score at festival, { think
that this program is a great experience for
students who are involved in it.

Farmington Schoola are doing n great
thing by having this experience for stu-
dents, a lot of schools don't bave an

instrumental for thelr atud

dge, exf and insight
of a professional planner are ink )
valuable to the council. & hope this very
fundamental element Is not overlooked,
and that the Mlchigan Society of
Planning plays n key role within the
councll,

Overall, we should oplimize the use-
fulness of a land use council by includ-
ing the most appropriate skill scts,
However, ita establishment and current

and 1 think adot of klds nre missing a
chance to excel st something they don't
even know thiey’re great al.
Eva Sallers
Power Middle School

0lé for language

For the pnst five years, 1 have been
tearning Ure Spanish Innguoge. 1 think
that it is very important {or young
teenagers, like myself, to become fluent
with other lnnguages because in the
future, it will become helpful, and it also
hoosts your chances of getting into a good
or hetter college.

When I read the artlcle about Dunckel ~
Middle Schoal's foreign exchange pro-
wram, § realized how much of an advan-
wage it is for the studenta to experience
Uris. Although 1 don't attend Dunckel, 1
am still affected by this new program.
swould like to thank you for hielping s
sot it to help our community expand its
Jearning abilitics,

"I foreign exchange program Is an
extracurricular activity where n student
from n school in France comes to stay

hip s a step in the right diree-

tlon.
Mlike Rogers
Gakland County commisstoner

Seeds of help

As resldents of the Farmington-
Farmington 11ills community and also
members of the bonrd of directors of
Seedlings Brallle Books for Children, we
would Jike to publlely thank the
Farmington area businesses and groups
that supported our 16th Annual Bowl-n-
thon for Braile Booka.

On March 16, nearly 200 bowlers came
ont to bow] with WNIC'a Chris Edmonds
to ralne funds to help bring the gift of lit-
eracy to blind children in our own com-
munity and throughout the United States
and Canada. We hope 0 raise n secord
$30,000 this year. Pledges are still com-
Ing int

The generous prize donors and lane
sponsurs from the Farmington nrea
included: Great Harvest Bread Co, of
Downtown Farmington, Grand River &
Halsted Shell, Diamond Boutique,
Farmington Bakery, Dunleavy’s Pub &

F taxes are already through the.
roof, There are only two classrooms,
sometimes cven n split grade classroom, .
per grade level. .

What will the solution be when
Flanders is too crowded? Add on to the
building? Oh, and how will that be paid
far? Perhaps another increase in our .
property taxes?

I know many parents who are so
upset by this program belng instituted .
in our school that they are talking about,
doing their own “school of cholce” and
going to another clementary achool -
within our district, For every onestu- &
dent coming from outslde our dlstrict, It
can see two existing Flanders students |
walking away, B

1 wauld not recommend Flanders to
anyone moving into this area. Why not
apen up Hilliide or GH Elementary -
they have o lot more to offer and a whole
lot more room to offer it.

Farmington Hil

Supports Aldo

You seem to he laboring under the mis-:
coneeption that all of Aldo Vagnozzls
constituents think and feel as you.

To the contrary, I am one of his con-
stituents who feels geatified that at
least one of my clected offictals shares ©
my bellefs nnd that [ am not patroniz- ;
ingly told that | am *misguided™or
“mlisinformed” by one of my other
clected officinls when 1 disagree with
his party line.

Robort W, Kirkisad
Farmingtort

" SHARE YOUR OPINIONS -

We welcome your lelters to the editor. Please
Include your name, address and phone number ©
for verltication. We ask (hat your lefters be 400 ©
words or less. We may edit for clarity, space an
content,

Mall:

Letters to the editor
Farmington Observer
33411 Grand Rlver
farmington, MI 48335

fax
(248) 4T1-9722

E-mail:
jhubre¢@oe homecomm.net | .
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QUOTABLE

-~ Dr, Danlel Vargovick, Farmington DDA's newest board member

..
"The success of the downtown area Is not only critical to my business, but also important to me personally."‘\
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