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Brazilian perormer heats up dance party

Danleta Mercury headiines the Afco-Beazlllan bance party at Eastern Hichlgan
Unlversity Convocation Cenler,

BY LINDA AKH CHOMIN
STATF WRITER

Danicln Mercury may not be
a household name in America
as yet but Latin music lovers
could care less, They're just
excited about dancing the
night away.

Elizabeth James bought a
new skirt just for the oceasion.
For those like James who live
to dnnee, the University
Musienl Soclety party is the
plnce to be Saturday, April 12,
‘That's when Enstern Michigan
University's Canvocation
Center turns into a giant party,

*“I went last year to the Afro-
Cuban Dance Party with Celin
Cruz and it was fabulous,” said
James, program director for
the Afro-American & African
Studies Center at University of
Michigan in Ann Arbor. James
lives in Northwest Detroit and
frequently visits clubs in the
Latino community {n
Southwest Detroit, .

“f was totally unaware of
what I was coming Into. It was
lively people In great spirits. It
was great to walk out on the
floor surrounded by all these
people dancing, This is n super
verston of the clubs in
Southwest Detroit. Pmplc have
flowers in their hair, { ean't
wilt. It's going to be fun. I go
with n group. We buy a block
of tickets and inyitc the stu-
dents to go see the drumming
and hear polychythiua, It's so
cdueational, Students say that's

a beat Fheard in hip hop. They
see huw the history of music
moves”

Like the majority of the
audience James will hear
Mercury's Brazilian rhythms
for the first time. Known ns
the Queen of Axe (pro-
nounced “ah-SHAY), the
singer fuses samba, reggae,
pop. funk, hm hop, and tech-
no in her music.

Mercury grew up in listening
to blues, jnzz, classical, and
opera. By nge 15 she was
singing Brazilian popular
music and at 18 was perform-
ing in the carnival of Bahia, a
province in northeast Brazil.
The pacade drawa some 2 mil-
lien people and lasts eight con-
secutive days.

Ypsilnuti is Mercury's only
American concert until she
returns in June to promote her
latest CD Eletro-domestico.
She has recorded 10 CDs, two
with agmuc , eight as a solo
singer. She brings a band of 11
musicinng and dancers with
her to the Convocation Center.

FLASHY SHOW

Mercuty's flashy show is

whaot's made her popular with -

Latin Amercan and Euro)
audicnces. Expect lots of Nashy
duncing from the singer who
grew up in Salvador, Bahins
capital, She is qulte proud that
even though she is white, the
city is 80 percent blnc!

“My songa spenk about

VIVACE SERIES
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“It’s not n heavy progeam,
They're short pieces, alot of
difTerent stytes.  think they're
golng to like everything.
Stylistically, people have
finorites, but variety is the
spice of ife”

Liberson and Conwny will
perform nvarety of music by
composers mnging from
William Bolcum to Claude
Dehussy including Packet Size
Sonatas No. 2 by Alee

Templeton,

“1 mixed It up,” said Liberson.
*ihe Petite Pieee by Debussy |
knew about forever. The
‘Templeton is ght and jazzy. [
looked for picces with suxll,
shart or petite in the title,
These are musical miniatures.”

1t's vasy to hear the love for
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chamber music in Liberson’s
volee, The Vivace Scrles gives
him the opportunity to shinre
that with the audlence. Except
for concerts with Detruit
Chamber Winds & Strings of
which he Is n charter member,
Liberson rarely performs with
small ensembles. That's why
he's enthuslasiie about the
Great Lnkes Chamber Muslc
Festival June 14-29 - and the
Vivace Series, The Festlval fea-
tures o series of concerts with

Internationally known chamber

musicians like violinist ldn
Kavafinn and members of
Detroit Chumber Wisnds &

Strlngs. The Vivace Series spot-

lights chamber music at Jeast
onee every season,

“In school, I remember
recitals being dour afairs with
heavier work,” sald Liberson. “1
wanted something thematic
and on the lighter side. You'll
be hearing musle you've never
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Plan your weekend activities each Thursday
with Asts & Entertalnment

fieard before. The second hall
nobody will know any of the
tmuslic.

“we'll do an encore of James
Scott's ‘Frog Legs Rag' only if
they chap.”

Leave it to Liberson to end

vn a note of humor.

¥now of an Inferesting story? Call
Qbserver & Eccentric arts reporter
Linds Ann Chomin at {734) 953-2145 or
send e-mait to lchomin oe.
tomecomm. net.
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¥hat: University Musical
Society throws a dance party
with music by Brazilian singing
sensation Danigla Mercury

When:
9 p.m. Saturday, Aprit 12

Where: Eastern Michigan
University Convocation Ceater,
799 . Hewitt, Ypsitanti

Tickets: $35. (734) 7642538

Related event: Artist reception
and interview with Mercury, 4
p.m, Friday, April 11, University
of Michigan School of Social
York Building, International
Institute, Room 1636, Ho
charge
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Brazil, about the love, nbout
the fight of classes, about the
Afro-Buhian groups and the
assertion of black culture,
about the Importance of cele-
brating life with joy," said
Mercury.

“I alternate the shows with

moments of chorcography in &
group and moments that |
dance alone mate freely”

Like James, Linda Yohn isn't
(amiliar with Mcrcury‘s music
or shaw but is planning to “get
familiar with her music” before
the party, That shouldn’t be
difficult for Yohn, WEMU
Radio music director and
afternoon host. WEMU Radio
plays two hours of Cuban
music folluwed by two hours of
Brazilian music on Monday
evenings.

*It’s good music, the
rhythm, melody, passion, the
spectacle, the authenticity. It's
not white bread, homoge-
nized, middle of the road clap
trap,” said Yahn who was at
Iast year's Afro-Cuban Dance
Party. “People should come to

&enencc something new,

ferent, to come out and feel
cnerg:nd and full of life, It's
fantastic sweating up a storm.
Dancing to really g(md live
music is truly missing fram
our lives. Today young people
can go ta the clubs. Thia is for
people of all ages including
gray hairs,

“The convocation center is 8
Jot more than a basketball
court. It's multi-use with an
excellent sound system and a
cushiened dance floor so your
feet don't hurt. There's also
comfortable seating for those
who just want te sit and enjoy
the music”
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