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Learning disability may lead to secondary problems

y definition, the term
B'chlhl with apecific learn-

Ing disablity” refera to a
yumngster whose achfevermnent
in une or twore of the basle
learning areas of rending, writ-
ing, or arithmetle (the J R's) {n
substantlnlly below that whiel
In expected, given the child's

1 loglenl age, fntell |

Len

| MeCulloch |

v v
level, and geade plncement.

Specifle standardlzed read-
lnf, writing, and nrithmetle
uchievement tests and stan-
dardlzed intelligence teats are
wsed by Paychologist’s to diag-
nose learning disabilities.
Approximntely five percent of
students in public schools in
the United States are naw
Ideatifled ns havlng lenrning
disabilitles,

Alenming dlsability is not
due to impaired imelligence,
speech or heating problems. 1t
1s not caused by emotlonal
problems or a lack of motiva-
tion, although some children
may have these conditions In
additlon to alearning disabili-
ty.
Sutne enuses of learning dis-
abilitles may be genctie, neuro-
logical, the result of bitthing
probletus er peri-natal
(intruterine) exposure to
aleohol, drugs, nicotine, or
some medlcines. Some may be
vnused Lo exposure to lead

In infancy and chlld-
hsod. Boya accm 1o ont num-
ber girls by 8-to-1in the ratlo
of learning disabilities.

BOYS V5, GIRLS

Years ago, an interesting
experimetit was begun, Jtwns
hypothesized that baby boy's
ieads, at birth, nre slightly
arger than glrl's heads, One
hundred heads of newborns
were measured and thiere was
a slgnificant difference in boys
having lnrger heads. 1t was
thought that this could mean
mare pressure was excrted on
the boy's heads in the birth
canal during the delivery
process, It was further thought
that mild and tiny bloud vessel
bursting could occur in the
boys with the Iarger hends.
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boys’ taps than in the girls'
1aps. This was thought (o be
correlnted with the greater
pressure bearing on the skull
aslt rmml hraugh the birth
canal,

Unfortunntely, the stud;
stapped there, More could
hnve been learned.

Ifthe babica n Phase
hind been tested for leamin,
disabilities around drd geade
and the 310 1 ratlo favoring
the boys was acen, Intereating
conclusions could've been
made.

Pareats and children with
learning disabilitles need to
understand that the children
are not retarded, lazy, crazy or
welrd, Famous, very successful
peaple have had learning dls-
abilities including Bruce
Jenner, the former Olympic
Gold Medal winner. It has also
heen reposted that Rinstein
was a poor stident of-math, s
u young schoolboy and John F.
Kennedy wus n poar student of
history as a high school stu-
dent,

1t is important not to con-
fuse Attentlon Deflelt
H Disorder (ADHD)

Next, 0 dred new-
borns (!mlfslrls. hialfboys) had
apinal taps doue soon after
birth to check for bleeding.
‘There was significantly more
non-dangerous blood In the
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with tenrning disabilities. The
two can be present in the same
child but they are different dis-
orders, and one does not cause
the other.

Als, the term dyslexia is
often misunderstood. Sim'ply,
it refors to the instances of
severe learning disabilitles
mainly in reading nnd writing
where letters and numbers are
perecived and/or written back-
warda.

1t s intereating to nate the
dﬂslcxlc form of learning dls-
ability docsa’t extat in Chlnn
since thelr language i1 top-to-
bottom (vertical), while our
English is left-to-right (horl-
zontal),

SECONDARY PROBLEMS

Speciul attention needs 1o be
given by tenchers, parents and
frienda of the learning disabled
student. It Is parnmount to
prevent the develupment of
sccondnry problets, which
can be moere devastating tint
the Jearning disabilities them-
sclves.

These inctude fow sell-
esteem, poot self-image, con-
duct problems, delinquency
and depression. School drop-
ont rates are high when stll‘z
esteem is not preserved, and a
disproportionate number of
the prison {xlpuh:tlun versts

suspected, a parent or teacher
can request an Individualized
Hducational Planning
Commlttee (TEPC) to convene
in their schoul district. A
schools prychologist will pro-
vide a diagnostic asscaament to
determine if a learniog disnhil-
ity s present or not. 10 0, the
law mandates that Specinl
Education Servlces be made
nvallnble §n all school districts
with children with learning
diaabllitles (as well as other
disabilities).

In these programs, classes
are smaller, teacher aides are
mare common, and the teach-
e are trained in alternative
ways of teaching the student
with the learning dlsabl=d
brain.

In addition, it can be very
helpful to have an outside the
school tutor or "coach” work
with the student,

is could be an alder high
sehoot student of a profession-
al tutor or someonc In the fam-
ity with whom the child bonds
well,

Much ean also be done in
small groups of learning dis-
nbled children in schools, tu
provide suppart and solidnrity
and und ding to cach

the genem! ion have

been shown to have specifie
learning disabilitics.
Ifa Jearning disability is

other,
1f secondary emotional, self-
esteen and/or conduct or

other problems develop, pro-
fessional help enn be sought.

In the final analysis, the only
thing worse for the child with o
tearning disability is acquiring
n secondnry poor attitude
about himself/berself and the
Tearning problem, Helpis
svnilable.

RESOURCES

The Learning, Disability
Assoclution of Michigan,
phone (517) 485-8160, internet
wwwldnofmlchigian org.
Center for Human
Development at William
Beaumont Hospital in Royal
Oak, provides learning disabil-
ity assessment nnd
tutoring/treatment in cunsul-
tation with schoals, scholar-
ships are sumetimes available.
Phone (248) 691-4744,

Within the School System
itself, ask for a Consultation
sith the teacher and the
District’s School Psychologist.

Leanard J. McCulloch is a diplomate of
the American Psychotherapy
Associalion. He Js 3 Certilied Brain
Injury Specialist and is Board Certihed
in Trauma. He is Director of
Psychological Setyices al Broe
Rehabitilation Services. Inc of
farmington Hills, He can be reached
at (248) 4742163,

Social services agency honors church

On March 22, 2003, Cass Community Soclal R
Services (CCSS) hosted its 9th Annual Dinner nt Y
the Westin Hotel In Southfield.

Nearly 300 partygoers helped ralse over
818,000 by purchasing tickets and bidding on
dozens of silent auction items, Funds will be
used to finish construction on a new 1,240~
siuare-fout commercial kitchen inside CCSS'
Seolt Building, The Annunl Dinnet provides
taff and friends of CCSS with an opportunity to
recogtize the past years accomptishmenta,
Among the Il!ThIIg ts, the Church of the Year
award, which honors exemplary volunteerism by
parishioners of a partner church, went to

Faurmington Orchard United Methodist Church.

Caas Community Social Services, the nonsee-
tarian outreach of Cass Community United
Methodist Church, Is dedlcated to makinga
profound difference in the lives of the diverse
populntions it serves, CCSS s accredited by the
Commission on Rehabilitation Facilitles
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Ooug Rich, Farenington Hitts, hiotds the CCSS Church of the
‘Year Award with CCSS Board Chalr, Karen Plants,
Feendale.

“{CARF), an International acerediting body, The
Scott Building, CCSS’ newest facility, is located
at 11850 Woodrow Wilson Street in Detroit.

Additional features for the day include...

~ BAKED EASTER HAM
" LEG OF LAMB
STUFFED FLOUNDER
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At Huron Valley-Sinai Hospital,
our patients say it forus.

Our doctors rate highest in the
things customers care about most:
v’ Time physiclan speads with you.
v/ Physician concem with questions/worttes
v Physiclan keeps you Informed.
V Friendl
v Skill of physician

outtecy of phys!

Yo schedule an app t with one of our physicians, call 1-888-DMC-2500.
Miles Ahezd. Minutes Away.”
(/ 1 Wilkam Caris Drive
am@ Commaerce, M 48382
Huron Vakey-Sinal Hoapital (248) 837-3300
Dutrol Meckoet Conter /Weryne Siate Unbveraiy www.hvsh.crg
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