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When Gary Barris goes to
his aunt’s house next week for
the first night of Passover,
he's taking n rabbi as his
guest.

He's a traditional, kind-
1ooking rabbi, complete with
the proper prayer shawl
under his shirt, a dark beard
and mustache.

He isn't very tall, however.
He only stands 10 inches
high.

The rabbi is a soft, stuffed
cloth doll that came out of
Barris' imagination. The cat-
toon-like figure {s sold in var-
ious retall stores in West
Bloomfield, Southficld,
Bloomfield Hills, Royal Oak
and Oak Park,

Barris, 31, is a graduate of
West Bloomficld High School

NOW GET IT

FREE

after $100 mail-in rebate
Sates tas applion 10 original purchase price of $9392.

and Oakland University. He's
the audiovisual manager at
the Novi Hilten hotel.

He also has his own busi-
nesses. He videotapes special
cvents, such as weddings and
bar/bat mitzvahs and pro-
duces documentaries of
{nspiring life stories. He's
taped such celcbrities as Kid

-Rock and Goldberg, the pro-

fessional wrestler.

The rabbi doll is also a part
of who Barris Is.

He named it The Rabbi
Says, because the rabbi doll
has a colorful greeting card
tied around his wrist. People
can write different greetings
or wishes on it and give it to
others as a gift.

Dawn Bowles, owner of
Baskets, Buds and Beyond on
Commerce Road nt the corner
of Green Road, Is selling The
Rabbi Says at her store.
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“Gary called me about car-
rying the doll. 1 was skeptical
at first but when T saw how

- delightful it is, } agreed to
carry it,” she said.

The Rabbi Says dolls are
displayed "front and center”

on her muin counter, she said.

She only began selling it
about a week ago.

“We do a considerable
amount of business for
Jewish clientele. I think he
would be a delightful addi-
tion to centerpicces and bou-
quets” added Bowles.

Barris is marketing the doll
right now as a nice hostess
gift or table decaration for
special feasts, called seders,
{for Passover. Passover, or
Pesach (Pay-sach) as it's
called in Hebrew, begins at
sundown, Wednesday, April
16,
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Gary Bartis, creator of The Rabbi Says dolls, prepates to fill ordess for the

upcoming Passaver hotiday.

commemorates the liberation
of the Jewish people from
Egyptlan stavery in about
1280 BCE and resulted in the
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Passover greetings help celebrate the season.

nights. The seder {5 a ceremo-
nial dinner marked by the
retelling of the story of the
exodus from Egypt through
the use of prayers, songs and
ccremonial foods. .
Also, during the time of
Passover, Jews refrain from
eating any leavened bread or
other foods that contaln !

yeast, .

Rabbi Avie Shapito helped |
Barris in a cute, respectful
way. There were three differ-
ent prototypes leadingupto
the final design. .

Shapiro works part timeat |
the Edward and Freda
Fleischman Residence on the *
Jewish Community Center |
campus in West Bloomficld.
He's also director of pastornl
care for The Jewish Hosplce
and Chaplnincy Network in
Suulhﬁcfd.

Darris met Shapiro while
working at Fleischman nsa
high school student. .

*I've known Gary for a Jong .
time. ife continues to call me
with religious questions and |
've been glad to help him
swith this doll,” said Shapiro.

Barris and Shapiro have
collaborated to write "10
Things You Should Know
About Passover” 10 accompa-
ny The Rabbi Snys when
brought to a seder.

Barris said people can print
this list from the Web site: -
www.therabbisays.com. *

“1t’s a way of educating peo-.
ple;” said Shapiro. .
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Foster, Swilt, Collins &
Smith, B.C. announces anoth- |
er expansion of its Health
Care practice group as of April

New arrivals to Foster Swift,
are highly regarded Health
Care Law attorneys Gilbert M.
Frimet, Alan T, Rogalsid, and
Dcborah J. Williamson,

Rogalski becomes a share- |
halder of Foster, SwiRt, Collins
& Smitly, P.C. and Frimet and *
Willinmson are Of Counsel to .
the firm.

Frimet began his career in
law in 1955 after graduating
from Wayne State University
Law School.

His hackground includes
membership in the State Bar
of Michigan, its Health Care
Law Section, Senior Lawyers
Section, and Mediation
Section, as well as the
American Health Lawyers
Associntion.

Rogalski has practiced in
the area of Heaith Care Law
for over a decade,

He graduated from the
Unlversity of Detroit Merey
School of Law in 1990 and
halds a degree from Wayne |
State University in the field of:
Pharmacy. Rogalski became a
licensed Pharmacist in .
Michigan in 1984.

He s a member of the State;
Bar of Michigan, its Health
Care Law Section, the .
American Bar Association, thel
Amecrican Health Lawyers  ©
Association, South Eastern |
Michigan Society of Hospital +
Pharmacists and heisan ¢
American Soclety of Pharimacy
Law Fellow, | M

Willismson, with a specialty:
in Health Care Law, graduated
from Michigen State 4

University's Detroit College of:. .

Law, magna cum laude, with |
the distinctions of Mortar
Bonrd and Phi Beta Kappa.
She In u published author, and:
is a member of the State Bar |
of Michigan, jts Health Care
kln\‘v gmlo}r;. nll:g the
erican Health Lay

Association, e

With offices in Farmington

Hills, Detrolt, Grand Rapids
and Lansing, the law firm of ¢
Foster, Swift, Collins and
Smith, P.C. provides general;
local and special counsel to
businesses and individuals
throughiout Michigan,




