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C'ville faces
critical issues

Give the talks at Clarenceville Sehoals eredit, they know
atrend when they see one.

After Farntiugton School Baard membe
March to participate in Section 105 open ¢
Clarengevilles schools ol chaice subcommittee ve-opensd
discussions on the issne, Board members seem in no push
o f’\ldwnunl: the; et up a study session, open to the
publie, before their May 22 meeting,

Still, there is a critical issue here, nne we urge
Clarenceville offfeints to consfder eavefully as they muke
thelr decision, Farmington board member ¢ i
publie diseussions about open enrollment, suggested
most of Farmington's new students would come trom
homes in Faemington Hills — homes people bought with-
ot prying attention to which school distriet their ehil-
dren would attend.

Thut happened to Clarenceville Board Chair Mutthew
Boettcher, who told the Observer several years ago he and
his wife were surprised fo find the home they ted to
Dby in Farmington Hibls was also in Clarenceville School
District. Afler some investigation, they went abead with
the purchuse and have never regretted their decision,

Will some Clarenceville parents apt 1o send their chil-
dren to Furmington Schaols? Certainly, some will apply.
If there are more applications than slots, a drawing will
determine envollments,

The mare important philodophical issne for
Clarenceville, however, is the enrrent fiseal conclition of
neighboring districts from which theie students are open
enrolled. Superintendent Cheryl Leach is concerned that
Southfield, tucing finaneial difficulties, will choose not to
pay far its open-enrolled students, which the law allows
because Clarenceville isn't a Section 105 distriet.

Schao! officiely should look carefully a0 enroliment
trends and how they might be affected by the actions of
neighboring districts. And we nrege parents and staff
members, even students, to learn more and speak their
minds cither at the open farum or privately to hoard
bers and school administrators,

In such a small district, even the slightest enrallment
ripples could eause big waves.

Both sides miss mark
in water bill battle

There has been plenty of political hand-wringing
and gnashing of the tecth in the past year over the
operations of the regional water system and its govern-
ing board,

Sadly, the dispute over water rates has heen reduced
to name calling, charges af department incompetence
and allegations that efforts to wrest control of the
bonrd away from the city of Detroit are being fucled as
much by racist attitudes as unhuppiness with the water
delivery systern.

Unfortunately, none of the political posturing has done
a thing to find a meaningful compromise in the dispute,
which has grown to entangle the governor’s office and left
homeowners confused - and misinformed - over what is
actually paid for eut of their water hills,

Instead of working together to improve our water deliv-
ery system, politicians on both sides of the dispute scem
mare interested in assessing blame.

Suburban leaders, in arguing for a new oversight board
that would be controlled by the suburbs, attacked the
Detroit water department as heing incompetent and
insensitive to their concerns. Detroit officiuls chose to
respond by running !'ullTu;;u newspaper nds pointing the
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Clarenceville students Victar Glona), £ric Jones, Brad Schwertz and Tony Burton flled past the George Washington Blble and asked a few guestians from
Mason Jason Sheridan. Thanks to Garden Clty Bullders Masanlc Ladga No. 587, schaof chitdran throughaut the area got a close-up foak at this histaric

treasure last week.
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Appalled

Most all of our lives have changed since
9/11. With myy 23 year-all san, Michael,
he feit the need for a deeper commitment
to eonununity, stats, and country. Already
a firefighter, he enlisted in the Army
National Guard of Michigan.

With one ultimatum after another
given to Saddam Hussein, and Saddam’s
refusal to work with the UN, fully,
Michael knew the chances of going to war
were high,

[ late January, when Michael was
heading for Fart Jackson, 5.C. for basic
truining learning how to protect and
surve his cauntry from the theeat of ter-
rorism both abroad and at home, Mr.
(Aldo) Vagnozzi was moving Into his new
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the world.

Why niust thousands of children con-
tinue to be left in the clutches of poarly
performing schools? Many of these chil-
dren alrendy face the obatacles of paverty
and hroken homes. Why continue aduing
a poor education to the mix?

Steve Sutton
Farmington Hills

New math

Your editoria) on the pilot program
proposed by the Farmingtan school dis-
telet really brought the new math used by
the schocl system into focus.

Instead of cutting expenses the school
district proposes ta enrall aut of district
students. These students will generate

office a4 State R Ive to serve his
community.

While Michael was going through orl-
cntation and was being handed his uni-
form that he wears so proudly, Mr.

Vagnozzi wis hanging a No War slgn out-
side his office doar. By the time Michnel
made it to the part of the training where
he was erawling under barbed wire, In
the dirt and mud, with live fice only three
feet above his head, he knew the 12 years
of talking with Flussein had been
exhansted. The war had started. Mr.
Vagnozzi's sign still hung outside hls
offics,

While Mr. Vagnozz! has every right to
free speech, we are at war, a war to ellmi-
nate the threat Saddim using these
weapons on Ameriean soll and frecing his
own people from the feaz of him using
these weapons on them agaln. T find it
hath n!mn!lln and disgraceful that an
clected officlal of the people, to serve the
people, carv't set aslde hls fecllngs and
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finger at Jocal F for sp 5 S
instead of sitting down with theie suburban counterparts
to discuss meaningful reform,

Both sides have been dlsingenuous o their public rela-
tlons campalgns and have not served thickr constituents
well. For lnstance, those trying to wrestle controf of the
department away from the clty of Detroit would have us
helieve that the recent prive likes would be unnecessary
If the department were run more effiviently,

Skmilarly, the Detrolt cuthority mukes it sound like
toeu! municipalitles are hidlng stealth tax tnerenses by
Jonding up Jueal water bills with unrelated susclirges and
blamlng the increnses on Detrolt.

Getting o the bottem of this atest city-veruns-sub-
urba ﬂgﬁl I no casy task, but nelther Is delivering
pure, fresh drinking water to a thiesty suburbs up o
60 miles from the souree and then disposing of thelr
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partisanship to support President Bush
. and our troopa... the samie troops that
will and are putting thelr life on the line
to secure our way of lIfe and the very
rlghit to frec sprech that we all enjoy now.
Hike Brahm
Farmington Hills

Disheartened

For parents seeking o better education
fur their ehildren, the Arst three months
of Nepresentative Aldo Vagnozzl's term
are disheartening,

eeently, the Michigan House passed
Tomse Bill 4148 In sphte of Vagnozzi's
opposition, 118 4148 increases the num.
Ler of allowable publle charter schools,
potentinlly expanding education epportu-
nltles for thousands of children aban-
doned by thelr current schools, During
the debate on the bill, Vagnozzi proposed
one nmendment and supported scven
others 1 to limlit the effecth
of charters. Portunately, his cfforts were
TVETrCome,

Why would someone who promotes
focnd control and accountabllity oppose
measures that place that control into the
Tunsts of the parents? Also, I don't under-
stand why well-intentioned men and
women fgnore the advantagea that cholce
and competition bring to our country.
These chameteristics tumed the United
States into the imost prosperous nation in

pay from the state but not enough
to cover all their expenses to the district,
So now here is where the new math
comes in.

The district will losc money an each
out of district student but will make it up
on the valume. Isn't this the same
accountlng technique used by Enron and
don't we know how that turned out?

Pant Hewak
Farmington Hills

1 feel I must respond to your biased
editarial ("Pilot program deserves a shot,
March 27).

What {5 30 “troubling” about & parent
suggesting to close n schoal now, rather
than later, before we apend nnother few
hundred thousand dollara for another
year and then declde to close it? As far ns
educating “outsiders™ Is cancerned (and it
1% eather refreshing In this och-so-PC time
to hear sotncone actually use a work that
expreases exnctly what tﬂey mean) n great
percentage of taxpayers it thia area have
moved here and struggle to pay taxes
here so that thelr chlﬁr:n cnn be educat-
ed In aur school district,

If we have to pay more than the state
allows to educate our children and it
comes out of our taxes, why should we
embruce “outsldera™? T don't see n “velled
blgotry” herol What 1 see s cconomle
aense.

We have been told §n your own screan-
Ing headlinea that this achool system {a
five milllon dollars {n debt, Here are
some of my concerna:

How much did that new cafeterin com-
puter system cost? And if the amount ls
over $100,000, could we have a better
reason for spending that much moncy
than saving a child from embarrassment
at handing the cashier a eard for free
tunch?

Lot me sce, was it 84 studenta we lost
to schools of cholce last year or was It 547
And weren't some of those because fami.
les moved? And what about the new stu-
dents? Oh, we didn't count those or did
we? And we didn't mean that clnas sizo
was 24:1 we only meant that's the mtlo
used to hire perconnel.

1n the achools on Wednesday moming
(3-19-03), we could plck up a printed
nheet that explained what the Nloard's
decision waa and why, Did some dedleat-

ed printer work all night ar were these
announcements printed hefoee the deci-
sion was supporedly made?
Susan Waters
Farmington Hills

Out of context

{ was the one who talked at the board
meeting abuut Lick of trust, My com-
ments were tzken tutally aut of context.

1 cited specific veasons for |
One was the fact that an eversight cam-
mittee was already being formed when
the papers we were given indicated that
wrs not supposed to happen until the fall.
‘Thus, not atlowing concerned talks who
might wait until the fall to express a
desire to he an this committee and aflow- .
ing the committee to be “stacked.” H

Another possible reason for lack of :

trust would hark back to the late start
bastze. That was all set to be put inta effect
until word leaked aut, nnd it was stopped
in its tracks.

When the school board decided ta cor-
tect the overcrowding in some of the ele-
ntentary schools by changing the borders,.
there were no “informative” articles in the
Obserserto let parents know what was 2
going on. Agaln woed lenked out and par-§
ents were there. i

And don’t get me started on the new 13

system in the ins. 1 really
watthd like to know how much money was:
spent on this. And the renson that was
given for it (because poor, hungry chil- -
dren were so embarrassed to show a card &
{ndlcating they quatified for free lunch 2
they were tiot eating....please), B

Let me tell yon my greatest conceen, 1t ©)
s not nbout these 20 studentn who will &
be allowed In next year. ILwill bein the
following yenrs. If our cnrollment docs
what the experts predict whatwtostop  +
the bonrd from opening up 200, 300,01 °
GO0 aots to keep o school open? Other !
districts are dotng It H

Do yott honestly belleve that at the end
of thin year long pitat program we wil  *
hear angthing but glowing recommendn-
tluns and pats on the back for supportlng
h? .

Connle Nnl
Farmington Hitg
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"SHARE YOUR OPINIONS '

We welcome your letters Lo (he editor. Please |
Incluide your name, address and phene number |
for verification, We ask that your Tetters be 400+
words of less. We may edit fos clarlty, space and
content. 3
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QUOTABLE

“He don't turn down too many requests to come ta school.”

~ Sam Sfaughtor, Bob Sellters Pantlac-GMC In Farmington Hlilla




