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Economy is headed up, if
you can get through 2003

iy have at lest areived, bat the cursent news
for Michigun's cconnmy is not good,

“The matn headine st week read: “Michigun®
Jobless rate s the bighest in 9 year.”

‘The detaily behind the headline b dismad
rencdbng, The state’y unemployment mped
from 6.3 percent in Jannary 1 6.6 percent in
Februnry, the highest level sinee February, 199+,
“The totu) autmber of jobless people lookdng for work
in Michign wiw 326,000, up 18,000 from Januay.

Manufucturing accounty e about one out of
every five jobs in Michigan,
Flardest hit were our manufae-
turing joba, down 14,000 to
797,000 from Junuury and
30,000 less thun a year agy. US.
automahers ave still losing mme
het share to foreign competitars,
while some auto parts supplicrs
are luying off workers and others
ane going out of businesy,

Th-- wit i Trag sy be golng well and spring

Phil ‘Touriam, another mujor sector
Power in our economy, was hurt ay
LT well. The sector lost 5,000 jobs

since Jansary and is down
9,000 from a yeur ago. Ay
tourism expenditures are lnrgely discretionury,
the nutionaf economie slowdown has hurt
Michignn's touriat business.
Air travel is off 17 percent compared to lnst year,

Mast husiness people with whom | tafks have
simply given up maintaining their profit
margins by trying to increase safes. ‘W are
trying, but it just isn't there," said ore CEO
wha seemed to summarize most opinien.
Instead, businesses have decided to maintain
earnings by cutting costs, which usualty
means reducing labor and deferring any
investments.

even get out of the vt one? Not aceessarily.
The mont recent report from the University of
ich ¥ ! survey of atti-

tudes showed stronger improvement than expect-

ed, riting from 77.6 in March to 83,2 in April.
Feonomisty point out that consumer spending is

an important component of the cconomy and that

impraving consumer expectations generally pre-

view increnses in actual corsumer spending.
And the U-M’s Research Seminar in
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accarding to the Air Transpart A A e

April forecast for the

alty of the recession and fears of terrorisni result-
ing from the war in Iraq. Northwest Airlines,
Michigun's dominant air carrier, started faying off
thousands of employees luut year and iy accelerat-
Ing the trend this year. Moady's Investor Service
last week downgraded the compuny's bond rating
to B2, five levels below investment griude. And, like
ather nirlines, Northwest is axking its wnions for
wage nnd contract concessdons and threatening to
£0 ta hbankeuptey court if it can’t get them,

The Business Roundtable, made up of chief
executive officers of the biggest U.S.-bated cam-
panies last week relensed a survey showing its
members won't be hiring new workers or invest-
ing In new factories, machinery and technology
this yenr. Forty-five percent of the 120 CEON sur-
veyed said they didn't expect to hire new workers
in 2003, compared with only 9 percent who
expected to increase hiring.

Mast business people with whom 1 talk have
simply given up maintaining their profit marging
by teylng to Increase sales. “We are trying, but it
Jjust fan't there,” said ane CEO who seemed to
summarlze most opinion. Instead, businesses
have declded to maintain earningy by cutting
costs, which usually means reducing labor and
deferring any investments.

So are we facing another recession before we
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Michigun economie cutlook predicted that, “the
[ocal economy snaps buck during the second half
of 2003, teboundinyg to job growth of 1.5 percent,

a litthe above the pace of joh creation over the past

25 yenes ... Job growth then neeelerates into
2004, expuading ut a pate of 2 percent in the
opening quarter before edzing dawn to average n
puce of 1.8 percent during the year”

These predictions suggest our curreat unem-
ployment rate of 6.6 percent will fall to 6.4 pee-

cent by the end of the year and to 6 percent by the

end of 2004, The U-M economists prediet infla-
tion will remaia low, an average of 3.1 percent in
2004 and 4.8 percent in 2004, P
forecast te increase .1 percent &
to 5.2 percent in 2004, Real divposable income,
or purchasing power, which increased 2.4 percent
in 2002, will tip to 1.9 percentin 2
however, should show i big jump of ¢
ling to the Resenrch Seminar 5.
Sa the bottom line seems to be: If you can get
through the end of thiv your, things will get better
in 2004, 1 sure hope so,

Fh1 Power is the chairman of the board of the company that
owns this newspaper, He would be pleased Lo gat youl reac-
tlons to this columm either 3t (73419532047 or at

ppower thomecommnet.
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Some lessons can't
be measured by MEAP

Tiving muked Michngan history come alive
for those who watch theie Mackinaw State
Flistorie Parks ontreach pregram.

“Thes pe-eruwtnrs portray a far truler snd &
British soldier. Bohl can alws be seen on Muckinae
Ixlnnud during the summer; [ axw him there Lt
Labor Duy weekend, duisg a lively demonsration
that involved the firing of ¥ muslter.

Bohl and Crunn take theit show on the rod
because Michigun schools are required to include
a state history compnuent in
the fourth-grade eurricutum.
"Thesss kinds of hands-on fes-
sony ot only reinforce what
kids learn from their text-
bonks, they muke history
come alive in a way that can’t
be captured in words,

‘The sent of smoldering
chur cloth, the smpoth foel of
a bemver-<kin hut, those you
won't find in a book. Nor will
you find the kind of enthusi-
asm and rapt interest kids
showed 14 they were shown
how coloninl men and women deexsed and lived,

French students at G.E. Dunckel Middle
School shared a similarly enhanced lesson
[ast week, hosting their own Auto Show. With
help from Bob Sellees Pontine-GMC and a
group of French exchange studenty, small
gronps created vivid displays in a variety of
media and gave presentations - all in French.

Fortunately for people like me, they were
also kind enaugh to interpret.

Farmington Schools stuckents have the good
fortune to live in a district, in a commuaity,
with enough resources to provide those kinds
of experiences. In 15 oe 20 minutes, you can
drive into a neighborhood where graffiti-
splashed walls and littered grounds evidence
the Lack of respect that comes with too little
money, a lack of parental involvement and 2
general discounect between schools and the
coinmunitics they serve.

During last Friduy's visianing dialogue pre-
sented by the Furmingtoa Hills/Farmington
Chamber of Commerce, Supetintendent of
Schaols Bob Maxficld talked about this “mls-
match.” But what struck me most about hls
tomments was sumething connected with the
Iden that teaching klds is about more than
scuting points on a test form, more than
grade-polnt averages and school performance.

We've entered a tlme in oue history whena

d: ic shift in educational phllusophy has
become evident, 1t's not about styles of fearn-
ing, brain-bused or otherwise. It's not about

Whm Sam Bohtand Brinn Dann do fora
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which tevthooks to use or how to teach read-
inyg shally.

Today, Maxfield said, the focus hes moved
tram “ectucational aecess” — the right to pub-
licly funded education — to proficiency.
Government has not been shout the business
so much of ensurtng public education as it
has heen Jooking for ways to measure the
“success” of public schooly.

Let me br the hearer of bad tidings, folks.
An educution system accessible to all childrsn
is never going to educate all children equaily.
And our government is on track to punish
schooly that don't accomplish this feat.

The “No Chiki Left Behind” legislation is
just 24 much “ivory tower” thinking as any
academie philosophy parents 2nd politicians
have been complaining about for years -
except in this case, the tower iy government,
where far too many peuple are out of touch
with Jife down here in the real world.

The goal of NCLB ix that all children will be
“proficient” in math and reading by the yeae
201, Proficiency is measured here by scores
on the Michigan Educational A
Program tests.

1 that really possible for all kids and 1s it
broud enough?” Maxfield asketd.

“The only sensible answer, on both counts, is
“no- Even children who are highly intelligent
can have trouble with standardized tests, and
mensuring the quality of education based on
limited testing in two content areas should
not be the basis for taking money sway from
schools already in financial vise grips.

i ?merry-mickcn districts, a sense of
hop prevails. Fermingt
Farmington Hills seem more prone to some-
thing Mayor Nancy Bates called “afffuenza’
an overemphasis on living the good life.

NCLB simply ignores those societal issues,
anxl in doing so, lets parents completely off the
hoolt, Why i it everyone's so afraid of telling
parents the better life they're teying to
for their children lan't all that much better?

Tests can't measure the impact whee per-
ents abdicate thelr tesponsibility, any more
than they'll capture the lessons those Hillside
fourth-graders learned from Sam Behl and
Brizn Dunn. Should we throw them out? Of
cuurse not.

But we shoulda't balance our entire system
of education on them, etther.

Jond Hubeed is editor of he Farmington Observer. She

welcomes your comments In person o- by mall at 3341
Grand River, Farmington, Mt 48335 by phone, {248) 477-
5450. by fax, {249) AT7-9722 or via e-nuait,

jhubred Foe homecommael.

DREAMSCAPE PLUSH BACK SUPPORTER
Rav NOW!
Twin $297/set
Tl $H7/set
Queen 9%sct
$597

King $797/sct

N‘“’R@&B‘.\‘MM“"’
aelym  NOW
Twin $497/set

WAREHOUSI CLLARANCE rmin. SHIWROOR: CiEARARC

L)

TREE tavieav FREE sriup . FREE e % 30 D
Call Stonn for detedis ..k

87
-

Ntarting
at

Grang Rapids
Bedding Co.” . X
TROY - ROCHESTER

2801 STEPHENSON B Y

1-800-658-MATS-

TIPAROCHLS)
. [REE

800:570-MATS

* 1 Haosa
2475k orine 4297 i

Poin Braddat' atid Dot Pyt i sak
v oM W T aatva  fluied ik I morves

THE MATTRESS SUPERSTORE
! WATERFORD -

XK SHOWRINN CLLARAKCE CERTIR

AR DI

1400929, MATS -

Follow your favorite high school sports team each week in the Observer

g



