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Clarenceville makes ‘adequate progress’

BY JOX! HUBRED
STAFF WRITER

Clarenceville Schools passed the
first test in a new federal progrum
to ensure no child is left behind.

‘That's good news, because not
making “Adequate Yearly Progress™
can lead to serious consequences,
sald Dircetor of Curriculum
Barbara Church.

“If yau are a Title I schoal, you
will be sanctioned il you do not
maoke Adequate Yearly Progress,”
she tald Clarenceville School Board
members recently.

Title 1 schools receive

PR TS

2014, NCLB requires all states to
measure year-to-year progress and
raise the bar incrementally each
year until a 100 percent Jevel of pro-
ficicney on state assessments is
achieved.

“In reality, this will be a challenge
for a variety of rensons,” Church
snid. “The proficiency cut will be sct
50 high, it will be above average, and
at that point, it will collapse, in my
opinion.

Beginning in the 2001-02 school

year, the state used the federal defi- -

nition of Adequate Yearly Progress,
which set initinl targets at the 20th
" o AT

federal funding based on special
needs for at-risk students. fn
Clarenceville, Church said, the allot-
ment is about $280,000, which is
used for literacy programs and tech
nology.

Botsford and Crandview
Elementary both receive Title I
funds,

AYP in Michigan is ameasure of

on
scores in math and reading. In actu-
al percentnges, that's a range of 31-
47 percent proficient in elementary,
midd!e school and high school math
and reading scores.

While all schoals met those levels
ir. a summary report for the 2001-
02 school year, Church said,
Grandview was identified for
improvement in reading and

1 ille Middle School was

v year student
on the Michi d

identified for i in math.

Assessment Program. Church said
federal No Child Left Behind legis-
lation requires that all students
achieve a “proficient” rating by

However, both scrhoals have
received waivers because there’s a
difference in the way AYP was cal-
culuted in previous years.

Three years of data are required
to determine whethet n school will
be identified for improvement.

Grandview's school score was 70
pereent in reading proficiency (tar-
get 38 pereent) and CMS's math
school score was 45.5 percent (tar-
get 31 percent).

"We've exceeded the target for 10
years in & row;,” Church said.

High school data from three yenrs
ago is not cunsldered relioble, so
those schools were excluded from
the report this time arownd, The
state expects to have sufficient data
at that level this summer.

The biggest problem will be get-
ting the requisite 95 percent of high
schaol students to take the MEAP
test; only about half of Clarenceville
students do.

*“Histarically, n number of stu~
dents, with their parents’ support,
don't take the test,” Church snid.

Schoals that do not make AYP
two years in a row and are identified
for improvement niust notify par-
ents of their status and offer stu-
dents the opportunity to transfer to
aschool that does make AYP.
Districts will be required to pay for
transportation with up to 5 pereeat
of their Title I funds, but wouldn't

be required to use general funds if
transportation costs exceed that
amount. Schaals will receive techni-
cal assistanee to improve perform-
ance und will be eligible for addi-
tional federal funding to achieve
their goals.

Additionally, schools not making
AYP three years in a row must affer
supplemental services to low-
uchieving students, which they must
pay for with up to 5 percent ot Title
I funds.

After four years, schools must
either replace staff not relevant to
making AYP, implement a new cur-
riculur und provide staff develop-
ment, significantly decrease man-
agement authority, appoint an out-
side expert to help with a school
improvement plan, extend the
school year or school day or restruc-
ture the internal organization of the
schoal.

At six years, schools must imple-
ment restructuring, reopenasa
charter school, replace all or most
relevant school staff, contract with
an outside entity to operate the
school, undergo a state takeover or
undertake some major restructur-
ing that creates fundamental
reform,

Legislation

would provide

tax refief

State Representative Aldo Vagnozzi (D-
Farmington/Farmington Hills) recently intro-
duced legislation that would grant property -
owners up to $300 a year or mare in statetax -
rebates, House Bill 4442 would amend the
Income Tux Act of 1967, Public Act 281, and - .
would be available to property owners who -
qualify according to certain income limits.
Qualifications for a credit would be reduced
by 10 percent for each claimant whese house-.
hald income exceeds $73,650 and by an addi-
tional 10 percent for each increment of
$1,000 of household income in excess of

$73,650.

*The maximum ameunt of $1,200 hesnot  ©
been changed for nearly thirty years, even -~
though property taxes have inereased an aver-. -
age of 300 percent,” Vagnozzi explained. -+ +

“T understand that with the state’s present - .
budget crisis, my bill might not be taken up *
this year, but [ realize also we ave in extremely *
tough finzncial times and I felt it was neces-. - -
sary to bring this issue before the legislature -
as soon as possible so that some time in the
future we might be able to correct a gross  + ¢

in this

i added..

House Bill 4442 has been assigned to the

House Committee on Tax Policy.

Early Bird Specials

2003 - Eclipse
Equipped & Installed®

18'x 52" 2174™ / 24’ x 52" 2659”
15 x 30" x 52" *3352%

2003 - Equinox
Equipped & Installed”
18'x 52" *2515™ / 24’ x 52" *2984™
15'x 30' x 52°, Buttress Free *3806™
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Free Water Analysls - Calf 248-442-2300 for More Information

Pool & Spa Outlet

34741 Grand River Ave. / Farmington, M1 (On Grand River East of Drake)
www.backyardescape.com / Call: 248-442-2300 / “See store for datails & restrictions
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TROUBLE BREATHING?

Do you experience A
Shortness of Breath .
Chronic Cough
Sputum action
Has a doctor ever told you that you have
EMPHYSEMA or COPD?
You may be eligible to participate in a research study evaluating
INVESTIGATIONAL
NEW TREATMENTS for COPD
(Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease).
We are now actively recruiting participants. To qualify: |
You must be 40 to 80 years of age and have smoked one pack of
cigarettes a day for at least 10 years. ;
Qualified participants will receive réspiratory evaluations and <
instructions, study related medical care and study medication. Subjects

will not be charged for takin, in these investigational studies,
For more information about g part in this study or to register for

consideration in future studies, please call: .
Pulmonary Research Institute of Southeast Michigan:
(248) 478-6561 iR
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LA Bolect Boet
PORTERKOUSE or
T-BONE STERKS
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" Cooked |

GALLON 2% MILK. | | npey SHRIMP
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- (AMP SPOTUGH
SAFARI AND CARAVAN TRAVEL (
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DON'T DELAY; SIGN UP TODAY!
(248) 432-5578 * www.jccdet.qrg_ o




