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Badge of tionor
Katie Karadjof{ of Brownle Troop 1612 from Dur Lady of Sortows School

in Farmington, was the only Brownle to carh a badge by climbing to the
top of the wall and ringing Lhe bell at Galyan's In Novi last month.

wicihometorrnlife.com

County to combat West Nile early

BY SUSAN 3. TAUBIR
STAFFWRITER

When it comes to the West
Nile virus, prevention Is better
than cure.

‘That's what Gary Frick of the
Onkland County Health
Department safd in histalk to
resldents about preventing the
apread of the discase.

West Nile virus exploded
almost without warning last
spring and summer, Birds, par-
ticularly crows, were discov-
cred to be Infected with it.
Many people became §lI; some
even dled, It was trncked to
almost all countles in
Michigan.

The virus causes encephali-
tis, or swelling of the brain and

‘This means reducing the
maosquitoes’ breeding sites,”
said Frick.

And everyone can help,

Frick suggested people call
their city hall or tawnship Il
they know of breeding sites.
‘These include places where
there [s stagnunt water, such as
drains, ditches and culverts
filled with trash and weeds.

Peopic can prevent breeding
sites at thelr own homes or
places of business by climlnat-
ing the collection of water in
gutters, toys, leaf piles, car tires
used s planters or swings,
wadlng and swimming pools,
hollow stumps, bird baths and
plant pots, trash eans, ruts and
other water-holding places.

Onc of the caunty's advertls-

is carrie i\ that ing igns for the preven-
infect humans, horses and tion of West Nilc goes like this:
birds. *Sianding water left

‘The key to prevention, alonc/Keeps mosquitoes close
nccording to Frick, is to pre- to home.”

vent the mosquitoes' larvae
from hatching.

Falcon golf outing

benefits FHS

Another slogan {a
“Remember the Three R's:

BY XURT KUBAR

Reduce (areas where mosqui-
toes breed), Repel (through the
use of protective clothing nnd
appropriate spray; Report
{mosquito-breeding areas to
proper personnel).

Frick aujd the best method of
getting rid of the larvae is
through the use of Inevicldes.
"These can be in the ahnpe of
doughnuts, Placed in stagnant
water, where the mosquitoces
might breed, they kill the mos-
quito larvae.

‘The county also will be set-
ting mosquito teaps. These
traps nttract mosquitoes to
them. Then fans suck the mos-
quitoes up like & vacuum.

Not all mosquitoes cause
‘West Nile. The main type is
called the Culex mosquito.

Despite the bad weather this
week, about 14 people braved
the ronds to attend the public
forum on West Nile sponsored
by West Bloomfield Township.

Anne Vaara, the township’s

planner, 2aid o display on West
Nile and how to prevent it is
sct up in the township hall.

“It provides informaticn on
the township’s action plun and
information on what Oakland
County s doing.” she said.

It also includes informntion
on how people can avold being
bitten by mosquitoes that
could be earrying the virus,
One of the ways ia by wearing
Jong sleeves and long pants at
dawn and dusk, when mosqui-
toes arc owt in force.

Another precantion is for
adults to use inscet repellent
containing no more than 35
pereent DEET. For children
nges 2-6, there should be no
more than 10 percent DEET in
the repellent and none shoutd
be used on children 2 years old
and younger. Young children
aren't at risk for West Nile, The
people most at tisk are those
50 years and older.

healthy Inwa and garden

HOME EQUITY LINE OF CREDIV

With rates this low, our Home Equity Line of Credit saves you
money for getting what you want — and need. Use it for
home improvements, debt consolidation or anything elze!
Get these preat rates and weTl throw in these added benefits:
NO CLOSING, TITLE OR APPRAISAL COSTS
NO POINTS OR APPLICATION FEE
INTEREST MAY BE TAX-DEDUCTIBLE'*
HOME EQUITY GOLD CARD CONVENIENCE

et going and ask ux about thete great rates todayl

visit
one of our local
banking centers

CHARTER ONE”
BaNK

Wartare

dial click
\T7.TOPRATE  charterone.com
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Farmington High School's Falcon
Society will host its third annual
Falcon Open Golf Outing Saturdny,
May 17 at Cattalls Golf Club in South
Lyon. The outing begins with check-in
at noon. At that time, the driving range
will be open and the putting contest
will begin. The shot gun start Is at 1:0
p-m. Registrations arc now being
necepled on a first-come, first-served
Dasts,

Included in the $100 donation is
lunch, 18 holes of golf with cart, the
driving range, n special gift bag, con-
tests and dinner. Dinner only is avail-
able for o 850 donation.

. Golfers can register as a four-person
team or a two-some. Checks should be
mnde payoble to Farmington High
sd.mf',ma sent to 33926 Oakland
Street, Farmington, MI 48335: Atta:
Chairman Herb Smith. Holc sponsor-
ships ure also available and tax
deductible by calling Denise Albrecht
at{248) 478-0218. Proceeds from the
Falcon Open will benefit a variety of
improvements inside and outside
Farmington High School. For more
information, call Chairman Herb
Smith at {248) 478-3915 or Mike Tokar
nt {248) 866-5292. Registration
brochures are available in the
Farmington High School front office.

STAF WRITER

‘With the ndvent of spring,
many homeowners will soon
be turning their attention to
the season-long quest to
obtain a healthy lnwn.

And for many people,
obtaining such a lawn
meanas using fertilizer,
Unfortunately, the fertilizers
most people usc are a lot
less henlthy for local water-
ways than they are for
Kentucky blue grass.

Many popular fertilizers

program, many local retall-
ers have marked these alter-
native fertilizers with bright
neon green “Slow-Release
Fertilizer” stickers,
According to Lilllan Dean,
who coordinates SOCWA's
Tiealthy lawn and garden
rogram, more than 30
Em’dwnm and lawn care
stores In Oakland County
are now participating In the
sticker program. She sald
the program has expanded
this year to include many
chain retailers, Including

11248) 5012577

Try an alternative fertilizer this year

Michigan Department of
Environmental Quality's
environmental specinlist for
the Rouge River watershed,
which inctudes much of
Oakland and Wayne coun-
tics. He sald as much a3 60
percent of the phosphorus
that makes its way into the
Rouge and its tributaries is
due to lawn fertilizers.

“The concentrations in
must of the watershed are
twice as high as they should
be," he said.

“The results can really be

seen in some of the
1 1 m

ure lunded with phosph
and nittogen, which make
their way into lnkes and
rivers during rein cvents,
causing alguc hlooms and an
explosion of aquatic plants -
that cansume the oxygen
tceded by fish and other
organisms,

However, thereare o
grawing number of alterna-
tive fertilizer products on
the market thut have low
phosphorus levels and staw-
relense nitrogen, which have
little impact on waterways.

As part of the
Southeastern Oakland
County Water Authority's

Dammnn Hard Aco
Hardware, English Gardens,
and Franks Nursery and
Crafts.

“Thls is really a win-win
for everyone. It's a win for
the customer, who wantsa
cholce. It's a win for the
retailer, because they know
some of the products they
sell have an jmpact on the
rver. And its definitely a
win for the river,” Dean said.

The river Dean refers tois
the Rouge River, which hns
been severely impacted by
urbanization and the associ-
nted polluted run-off.

Joe Rathbun is the

T in
the lower half of the water-
shed, where algae blooms
are o big problem and larger
aquatic plants thrive where
they shouldn't. And of
caurse, the river drains to
the Great Lakes, futting
more phosphorus in Lake
Eric is never o good thing™

According to Rathbun,
homeowners shauld avoid
fertilizers with phosphorus,
becausc area soils pre natu-
rally saturated with phos-
phorus.

kkubanZoe homecome net
(248) 9012536

Hello, Citizens?

en an accident damages your business, your Citizens

Wgcm comes to the rescue. We understand how unseuding

disruptions to your daily life can be— cven if they'e
minor. Our pledge is o get you, your Family, and your life back to
normial as toon as posible.

yellow pages or viit www.citizensinsurance.biz,

Discover the Benefits of Citizenship.

Citizens Insurance Company of America has been prowiding avta,
home, and business insurance to the people of Michigsn since
1915.To find your local independent Citirens agent, I:‘)ok in the

CITIZENS

INSURANCE

www.cilizensinsurance.biz

\i




