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‘The Farmington Players productlon of ‘Nunsense’ features Ellzabeth BIbIk (lef) as Sister Mary Amnesla, Cynthia Tupper as Sister Mary Reglna, Angela Boutford
a5 Sister Mary Hubert, Kegan King as Slster Mary Leo, and Marcla Peterson as Sister Robert Anne.

‘Nunsense’ is habit forming
for Farmington Players

Y LINDA AKN CHONTN
STAFF WRITER

Marcia Peterson atruta
avross the stage singing "] just
wanna be a star” Dressed in
street clothes the actress locks
like she could be rehearsing
any one of the Broadway-style
musicals so popular with com-
munity theaters these days.
Then Peterson and the rest of
the cast go backatege to put on
their habits and veils.

That's when the absurdity
begins s the talented nuns
from Hoboken, New Jersey
reveal their plight in song. 52
of the women in the convent
have died from botulism after
eating Sister Julia Child of
God's vichyssolse, The five
remaining nuns were able to
bury alt but four who are tem-
pornrily at rest in the freczer.
They decide to put on atelent
show to raise money to pay for
the arrangements.

“t opens with Mother
Superior using her clicker to get
people’s attention,” sald Emily
‘McSwecney, director of

Bamn
Theater in Farmington Hills. “Tt
setathe tone. A lot of poople who
went ta Catholic achool remem-
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ber scenes like this with a stern
Mother Superior. We wanted to
maintain the decorum of a nun.
For them to be modest at alt
times and never lose that dignity,
‘My sister-in-law [n Chicagoisa
Dominican nun. I know them as
women and not just 08 nuns.
Even in their civilian cloth-
ing nfter the changes with
Vatican 11 in 1968 there are
things they won't do.”

Focusing on the decorum of
nuns while they speak nonsen-
sical lines is what's made
Nunsense popular for 20 years.
‘That and Goggin's music. The
Farmington Players liven up
their %r:nducuen with a three-
plece band, and dancing chare-
ographed by Lucy Koviac.

*There's not & song anyone
will know but they'll walk away
humming,” said McSweency.
*Nunsense s habit forming,
It's all upbent. Therc's not one
quiet moment fn show.”

Charactera like Sister Mary
Amnesla keep the musical
rotling along.

*She fell on her head and
can't remember her real name.
She's a little ditzy but vez
endearing,” said Elizabe
Bibik, the Berkley restdent
playing Sister Mary Amnesia.
“1 like the role because she
sings opera. I studied opera in

NUNSENSE

¥hat: Farmington Players
perform Dan Goggin's musical
comedy about five surviving
members of the Sisters of
Hoboken convent

When: 8 p.m, Friday-Saturday,
April 2526, May 2:3, and
Thursday-Saturday, May 8-10
and 157, and 2 p.m. Sunday,
May4and 1l

‘Where: Farmington Players
Barn Theater, 32332 W. 12 Mile
Road, Farmingten Hills

Tickets: §15,
Cal {248) 219-0800

not exactly the most talented
of the bunch!” King recently
sung in a musical at school.

[ like the convent humor in
the cooking scene, the tunny
jokes," said King. “Each song is
a diffcrent style - ‘50s, ‘60s,
country, opern”

“And don't forget gospel,”
adds Angela Boufford who
sings Holier Than Thou.
Boufford plays Sister Mary
Hubert, second in command

funny. They provide comic
relief. Shc's the tall one so
she's constantly getting
bumped into. I love comedy.
My idol was Gilda Radner.

“It's the magic of Disney
and appropriate for all ages,”
she added, *It's not only a

hildren's show. It's th i
and has everything
Broadway has to offer. 1t's
message is just so beautiful.
You can't read a book by it's
cover. You can't really judge a
person. You never know
what you can find behind the
person.”

Dysarczyk knows her
mother wel rnd warns any-
one wanting to sec Beauty
and the Beast to purchase
tickets soon.

“1 have the most support-
ive parents in the world.” she
said. “People better get their
tickets fast because my
mother is going to buy them

‘BEAUTY’
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High School before carning a
degree in theater from New
York University. Since then,
she’s worked i ly in
regional theaters like the
Paper Mill Playhouse in New
Jerscy. She joined the cast of
Beauty and the Beastat the
beginning of March.

Dysarczyk's grandmother
died on the first day of
rchearsal in Nashville. She
teRt for the funeral, but
returned immediately. In
between working individual-
ly with the dance cuptain,
she stood In the wings,
watching and then “tracking”
through costume changes
the actress she was to
replace.

*1 also play ane of the Silly

Girls that follow Gaston, all out”

Belle’s suitor around the vil-

lage,” said the 24-year-old Khomindog homecomm net
Dysarezyk. “They're pretty @36 9532045
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“It’s always good when you
can throw a little gospel into a
Catholic show;” said Boufford
who works in Bloomfield Hills.

*But you don't have tabe
Catholic to enjoy Nunsense,
adds Cynthia Tupper who
nssumes the task of playing
Mother Superior. “It's going to
be alot of fun. I spent two years
in parochial school but the
audicnee doesn't have to be
Catholic to laugh at some of the
ical things they do”

Maine and it's kind of nice to
blend the acting and opera
together”

Goggin's Nunsensescore isa
favorite of Megan King's as
well. The North Farmington
High School student plays
Sister Mary Leo, n “novice and
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Playing a role in Nunseascis
another story.

*“The costumes are not that
easy to move in,” said Tupper.
=They're hot. You put them on
and you're 25 pounds heavier.
It's given me a new respect for
nuns”

Ichomin@oehomecommnet | (T34) 953-2145
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‘An instant classic, “Take someone
The most you plan
unique, intense, to grab!”
satisfying film AR
this year!”
Mark § Aben.
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Pian your
weekend activities
- each Thursday
with Arts &
Entertainment




