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Kids can help Dora

find ‘City of Lost Toys’

Y KLITY RALESCY
STAFF WHTER

Ask any kid under 8 and
theyT! tell you that “Dora
rocks.”

“She’s smart, empowering,
courageous and fun,” said
Chzistina Bianco who gets to
pretend she's Dora in Dora the
Explorer Live! « Search for the
City of Lost Toys, opening Mxy
7 at the Fox Theatre in Detroit.

Based on the popular
Nickelodeon TV show, Dora
the Explorer Live ! inclodes all
the characters kids are familiar
with, plus some new son

Dora is 7 and bilingual - she
speaks Spanish and English.
Her best friend is Boots, a
monkey.

“I'm dressed like Dota and
have the same mannerisms,”
said Bianco. "The kids are
smart and know the difference
between stage and TV shaw.
But from the moment they
arrive, it's an interactive adven-
ture. It's really been a rock con-

Win tickets
to the show

Telt us nbout the adven-
tures you've planned for
your children thls summer
to win tickets to Dora the
Explorer Live! - Scarch for
the City of Lost Toys, May 7-
118t the Fox Theatre In
Detroit.

Family four packs of tick-
cts will be awarded for the
Wednesdsy, May 7, and
Thursday, May 8, perform-
ances, and two {umily four
packs for the Fridny, May 9,
performance.

Send entries, along with
your uddress and daytime
telephone numhsr, to Keely
Kaleskl, Assistnat Managing
Editor-Features, Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers, 805
E. Maple, Birmingham, M1
38009, fax (248) 5+4+-1314
or e-mall
Kkkaleski@oe.iomecomm.ne
t. Entries miust be received
by Friday, Moy 2,
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From Ireland to America, a dream come true-

BY KEELY KALESK
STAFF WRITER

The American dream isn't a
myth for Dr. Sheila O'Sullivan
Becker of Birmingham, former-
1y County Cork, Ircland.

(3 mn!lyhngpcncd The
cighth of 17 children, Becker
left home at 15. She writes
about her journey in My Dreant
from Ireland to America.

“I wrote it for my grandchil-
dren, Julic and Jennie,” she said
about the self-published book.

Tt's an inspiring story.
Becker's life story could bea
made-for-TV movie.

Her father was an aleoholic
and abusive. “In my family it
became ‘flight or fight, * she
writes. T too was determined
to remove mysel( from that ter-
rible environment.”

She grew np on a farm near
the Clara Mountains, Life was
hiard, but not without joy.

A neighbor, who hind become
anunin a clostered order in
England, came home for her
fathier's funcral. nu‘kcrjnmml
the order, but anty lasted nine
months, "We were only allowed
ta speak for 15 minutes a day,”
she said,

With help from her sister
FEileen, Becker got ajobasa
minid. She lost that job and got
another one helping the house-
keeper in a rectory. The priest
there helped her getintoa
nursery trafning school. She
heeame a certified nursery
nurse ar nanny, and got a job
working for a family that was
very kind to her.

Still, Becker dreamed of &
better future, and saved her
money to go to nursing school,
She graduated with six letters
after her name, S.R.N. and
$.C.M., - State Registered
Nurse and State Certified
Midwife,

Unemployment was high in
Ireland, and after she grdunt-
ed, Becker answered an nd ina
medical publication put out by
Gmee Hospital in Detroit offer-

Do(undherul,loetslhemomey tomelnlhernmdnuaﬂln “‘Dora
1he Explorer Live! ~ Searth for the Uity of Lost Toys.”

cert, the kids are crazy” -
Dora has a dilemma. She's mmmm
lost her teddy bear and thinks
it might be in the “Cityof Lost  SEARCH FO8 THE CTTV OF
Toys” They have to get there
before Swiper the Fax. 103T TO7S
With the audience’s help, she v
and her rm?’d;l embarkonan  Whert Wednesday-Sunday May .,
filled with obstac] 741, Pesformances 7 pm.
Theyllbe checking with Wednesday Friday; 030am. ¢

from the Map, and keeping an
eye out for Swiper the Fox.
He's quick and sneaky an
the only way to stop Swiper
before {: swipes something is
for Dora, Boots and the audi-
ence to call out, “Swiper, no
swipingl®
“We have to find the best
way to get through the num-
bers pyramid,” said Bianco.
“The nvmbers are In English
and Spanish”
Throughout the show, Dora
introduces Spanish words or
hrases to {cate with

Thutsday; 1am. 2 pm.and 5
pan. Salurday; 11 a.m.and 2
p.m. Sunday.

Where: Fox Theatre, Detroit
Tickets: $18.50, $23.50 and
$§29.50 avallable at the box
office, Hockeytown Authentics
in Troy, and all Tickelmaster
outlets. Call (248} 4331515 or
www.olympiaentertainment.co
mor wwwiicketmastercom.

her (ricnds, overcume obstacles
and reach goals, Tico the squir-
re! only speaks Spanlish. Dora
transtates for Tico and Boats
30 that they can understand
each 6ther.

Although the program fs tar-
geted to preschoalers, Bianco
snys she'sscen kidsnsoldns 8
screaming out answers during
the show.

“Before you cven ask the

uestion they're shouting out
the answer, Kids love nothing
more :hnn knowing something
you don't”

‘There are lots of special

P> oL :

SCRRY ZUNSKY | STAFF PHATOGRAPHR
Or. Sheila Becker and her book ‘My
Deeam from lrelend to America.” Her
daughters Catherine and Margaret
#re pictured on the cover,

ing to spansor nurses 16 come
to Amerien, as the hospital was
understaffed. That was in
January 1955,

*I made more moncy in one
day than 1 did in England fora
manth,” she snid.

While working at the hospi-
tal she met Jay Becker, who was
to hecome her husband.

She had become friends with
the daughter of one her
patients, who arranged a dou-
ble date.

Jay lined up hia best friend
Jack as Sheila's escort, The four
of them went to a German
sing-along place called the
Dakota Inn, but could only stay
for a short time because Sheila
wns on duty early the next
moming.

They met by accident the fol-
lowing Snturday in back of
church after confession.

Sheila mentioned that she
was going to San Francisco to
visit her sister nnd brother, Jay
gave her his address and asked
her to xend him a postcard,

“Upon my return, Jay called
for » dnte and § nccepted.
Mennwhile, Jack knew of this
and nsked me for a date at the

effects, things that pop out of
nowhere, and trup dosrs with
hidden slides.

“Thc sets are amazing,” sald
Bianco. “Parents will have a
great time.”

Dora the Explorer Live!is
directed by Gip Hoppe and
swritten by Chris Gifford who
created the TV show with

Valere Walsh and Eric Weiner.

The show aira weekdays on
Nick Jr. and Saturdays on CBS.
For more information, visit
www.nickjr.com.

same time. 1 hemmed and
hawed and didn't have the
heart to tell him about my
arrangement with Jay, but
managed to fumble some sort
of excuse.”

Jack was the best man at
their wedding on May 4, 1957,
which culminated a whirlwind
courtship that began in
Oclaber 1956.

They had two children -
Margaret, borm in 1958, and
Catherine, barn in 1960,

After her children were born,
Sheila quit working full-time
to rafse her family. She worked
one weekend a month to "keep
my hand in it," she said.

A turning point eame when
she was working in the cardiac
care unit. A patient safd,
“You're great, Mrs. Becker,
You're fiddling with my tubes
but what do you know about
me?”

When her daughters were In
high school, Sheila returned to
school and eamed two d

ot the University of Detroit -
bachelor of social work and a
masters in guidance and coun-
seling.

Bcckcr continued her educa-
tion at the Center for
Humanistic Studics and
obtained a psychology special-
ist degree.

1n 1990 she learncd she had -

ovarian cancer, but it was
encapsulated and didn't
srmad‘ Over the next five years
she worked toward obtaininga
doctorate degvee in clinical
psychology at the Unlon
Institute University in
Cincinnati, Ohio,

Now in private
Becker is doing what l‘he
enjoys most of all - helping
people,

"I'm constantly nmared at
how lives touch from time to
time,” she sald.

My Dream from Ireland to Americals
avaliable for $15 from Shella 0'Suflivan
Becker, E-mali DrSBeckert®aolcom, o
call {248) Bie-6711.
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