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Proposed grid split spiteful plan by coaches

here I3 something abouta
T k mentality that can
ring out the worst ina
group.
High school football coaches
are no exception.
Indlvidually, many of them
are among the brigh most

private schools. End of discus-
sion.)

‘The public school couches are
sick and tired of what they feel
is an disproportionate number
of private state titles in recent
years - 13 of the 32 titles since

articulate,
most far-
thinking peo-
ple I've ever
met.

As a group,
that ian't
atways the

case.

Specifically,
Irefertoa
proposal by
some mem-
bers of the
Michigan High School Football
Coaches Association that woukd
basically separate the public
and private sachools into their
own tournaments,

‘They don’t want this for
every sport, mind you. Just
football, conveniently ignoring
{once agnin) the potential
implications it may have on
other sports,

| Beaudry

aw.

It's a short-sighted, spiteful,
petty plan designed by a few
conches who have come up
against private schools - gener-
ally Catholic, but not always -
and lost. Since they can’t beat
them on the field, they'd ban
them from the tournament

And no, it's not specifically
designed to get rid of Redford
Catholic Central, but it would.
1t's designed to keep the play-
offs safe (rom Muskegon
Catholle Central. And Manistee
Catholic Central. And St
Agathn, And Lutheran
Westland, And Warren Zoe
Christian.

And any other school where
parents have to pay tuition to
send thelr sons in search of
place they fecl Is better suited
for them,

{Note: This colimn will not
get into the ‘do private schools
recruit or don't they’ argument.
For brevity's sake, yes, a few do,
but not neceasarily in football.
‘The majority of them don't. If
they did, every state final in
cvery sport would feature two

the playoffs expanded in 1999,

[l’lhcy‘re looklag for blame,
they'd better take a long look in
the micror.

‘The football couches allowed
this to happen with overexpan-
slon.

Ana instead of paring down
the numbes of teams in the
playofts to solve the problem
they created, several of the 610
public coaches want to exclude
the 57 schuols they feel are the
root of their inability to win
state titles.

At thls point, a history lesson
is in order,

When the Michigan High
Sehool Athletic Association
ended years of mythical state
titles and created the first true
championship in 1975, 16 teams
made the playoffs - four teams
in four classes, all making the
playofls on the strength of a
point formula. That expanded
to 32 teams in 1977 and dou-
bled to 64 teams in 1985,

After the 1989 playofTs, pri-
vate schoals had won 23 of 60
state championships in 15

yoars.

The foatball coaches success-
fully lobbled once again to
expand the playofs, beginning
in 1990, to divide classes A, B,
Cnnd D, 50 128 teams would
compete for state titles - cight
classes, four regions, four teams
in each region.

Under this format, private
schools didn't flovrish - win-
ningjust 18 of 72 titles in the
nine years; a 25 percent clip,
well below the 38 percent in the
first 15 years,

But coaches wanted more -
specifically, 512 teams in the
playofls ~ a full nine-game
schedule plus six postseason
contests,

The MHSAA wouldn't

‘The public coaches waunt to
Tuenp all of the private schools
into their own tourney at the
conclusion of the regular aea-
sonn. The 16 largest schools
would be in newly formed
Bivition &, the next 19 in
Division 10 and the last 20 in
Division 11,

Sixteea schools in each pri-
vate divisiun wauld make the
playofTs, regardless of record,
and the tourney would be seed-
ed like the NCAA baskethall
tourney. Private schools would
have & four-game playoff run,
ending the week before
‘Thanksgiving, while the public
schools would continue ta have
five,

The public-schoo! dissenters
gmciously offer that it would
allow more teams in the play-
offs,

Allow me to graciously offer
this: What a bunch of garbage.

It unfairly penalizes private
schools for the success of a few

and the finger-pointing excuse-
making of many.

This doesn' tude public
schools that have open enroll-
ment within the district, such
as - oh, Farmington Harrson,
which has won 12 state tjtles in
28 seasons - or districts of
choice, which draw students
from outside it.

As for the private-school
“playofis,” it would mnke a
mockery of the regular season.
Ofthe 48 schools, 20 of them
would have been from the
Detroit Catholic League, which
has its own champlonship.

Based on last season’s final
playoff point tally, it would
allow first-round matchups
such ns 1,068 all-viale Redford
CC (B-1 in the regular season)
agninst 3-6, 552 co-ed Lansing
CC. Or a game between back-
yand rivals Orchand Lake St
Mary and Grand Rapids South
Christian. Or 8-1 Traverse City
St. Francis and 1-8 Rochester
Lutheran Northwest.

In Februany, o survey was
sentlo the principals, nlh.lcllc

expand to 812, but ded to
256 teams allowing cvery team
- public and private - with six
wins to get in qutomatically,

Three years later, {t still isnt
good enough.

and sup
of foatball-playing sc! The
results aren't out, but If!
were smart, they'd look at the
big picture, sec how it affects
the future ¢ nll sports in ‘lhe

state and said no separation, no
way.

“Thie plan’s fate is inevitably in
the hands of the MHSAA,
which will probably reject it
beenuse of the ripple offect it
would bave ot the 29 other
aports such ns baskethall, soc-
cer, or erove country, which
nren't petty enough to demand
separale tourneys.

But it shemld be rejected
hecauve this group of petulant
football conchies need to realire
that their sport does not wag
the dog,.

‘Their whining has diluted the
pool of playofl teams, The solu-
tion for overexpansion is more
expansion, 1t's like leR-handed
pitching in pro baseball or
quality goaltending in the
NHL. There are so many teams.
playing that the talent pool isn't
as strong.

Same thing in football.

One coach tld CC's Tom
Mach that his team will always
muake the playoffs because
they'll always have at least 6-3
record. There was atime that a
6-3 record didn't make the
playoffs, so the pool was
stronger. The coaches wanted
more teams in, now they whine
that they don’t win enough
titles,

Sorry, fellas. You can't have it
both ways.

Instead of exclusion, the
conches need to find ways to
build their programs up. To
realize that maybe if their
school sends seven players to
Division { colleges and the pri-
vate school that beat them
scnds two kids to Division 111,
maybe it isn't the players in the
progran or the playoff system
that needs fine tuning.

1F they can't beat the best
- be it public, private, open
enrollment or school of choice
- then they shoutld find ways lo
improve instend of a short-
sighted plan that will have
tong-term harm for all sports in
the state.

How's that for o solution?

Paut Beaudry s the Redlord-Garden
City spocts editor for the Observer and
can be reached al {T34) 953-2106 of by
emailat
pheaudry@oz.homecommunet,

THE WEEK AHEAD n

SEBAL
Vonday, Apci 78

(ke Orion at Hatzison. 4pm

Farrungton at Water Mott. 4pm

H farmingten ot Serkiey, 4 pra.

1uth Hwest at Carencevitie, 430 pm.
Wednesdey, Axd 30

Hartison at Rochester, 430 pm

Berbley al Farmungton 415 pm

AA Poneer 3t Redlord CC.4pm

Hamtramek al Clarencevie, 430 pm

Thorsday,

Stevenson at Redford (C.4pm
Luth. Westiand at Clarencenille, 436 pm
Triday, Kay2

Komball at Hartison, 430 pm.

Geoves at Farmngton, 4 pm

Motl al N farmington. 4 pm
Saturday, Mey )

Faeminglon Tournament, 9 am.

Redford CC at U0 Jesu. 2pm.

SOFTBALL

Monday, AptB 28
W. Bioom. at M. Farmington, 330 pm.
RO, Kimbail 3t Harrisan, 430 pm.
Rochester at Farmington, 430 o.m.
Luth Nwest at Clarencewitte 430 prn
Tursday, Aori 29
Liv, Ladywood at FH, Mercy. 4 pm.
Wednesday, April 30

K farmington at Tiey, 430 pm.
Harrison at Roch. Adams, 4 p.m.
Watee. Mot at Farmington 4 p.m.
Hamiramck at Clarencenitte. 430 9.m.
Thersday, May !
FH, Mercy al Birm, Marian, 4 p.m.
Lulh. Westiand at Clarencerilte, 430 pm.
Country Day a! Farminqton, 4 o m.
Noeth Farmington, FH. Mecty
at 9randnn Tournament. TBA
Sundry. Moy d
Moith Farmington, FH Mercy
a1 Brandon Tournament. TBA.
GIRLS SOCLER
Tuesday, April 29
Keltering al H. Farmington, 7 pm.
Hartison at Clawson, 7 p.m. .
Metey at 8irm. Marlan, 5:30 pm.
. May 1
Farminglon at Avondale. 7:30 prm.
1 Farmington at Mott, 7 p.m.
Keltesing at Hareison. 7 p.m.
Bishop Foley at Mercy, 530 pm.

. Farmington at Farmington, T p.m.
Millord at Hatrison, 12230 pm.
BAYS TRACK & FIELD
Monday, Apri 28
Redlocd €C at Drb Divine Child, 4 pum.
T 2

Hartison, Troy at @ Nocthern, 430 pm.

Horth, Southfield at Avondale. 430 pm.
Farmington. Lathrup st Kettering. 430
pa,

Thirsdey, Moy 1
Clarenceville at Luth Westland, 430
am

Saturday. May 3
Observer Relays ot Farmington, 130

GIRLS TRACK § LD
Tuesday, Aol 9
Hatnson Troy i P. Norihern, 430 p.m
Horth, Southheld at Avondale, 30 pm.
Tarmington, Latheup at Kettering. 4.30
m

Dearborn Dining Chid at FH Mercy, 4
pm

hursday, ay 1
Clarencewilie ot Luth. Westland, 430

Saturday, My 3
Hatrison 3t Aigonac invite, TBA.
N_farmington, fasmington, Mercy
at Livonia Stevenzon Invite. 10 a.m.

BOYS TENNS

Horday, Aok 28
Redford €C al Wasren DeLaSatie, 130
pm.

Tuesday, Aprd 29
Andover at W, Farmington, 4 p.m. A
AA Huron vs. Redford CC (Straft). 4
B

Thursday, May |
. Farmington ¢t Roch Adams 4pm.
Stoney Creek at Farminglon 4 pm.
Watertord Mott at Batrison, & gt

Friday. May2

Cranbrook at N_Fatmingtor, 4 pm.
Milford at Farmingten, 4 pm.
Redford CC at PH Northarn. 4 p.m.
. Farmington, Hartison
at Kol Invitatioral B am.

7S

LACROSSE
Toesdzy, Nxtl 290
Troy at Rediord €€, 30 p.m.
Wednesday, Apr) 30
Farmington at G.P. Korth. 7 p.m.
. May §
Farest Hilts at Redtord CC. 5 pm.
Saturday, ey 3
farmiagton at H W, Notre Dame, noon.
Novi at Redford CC A p.m.
GISLS LACROSSE
Wednesday, April 30
farmington a1 Bloomfreld, § o.m.
Fiiday, Moy 2
Farmingtor at Lansing Waverty. S pm.
GIRLS GOUF

L A 28
fasmington at Rochester, 330 om.
Ladywood va. Mercy {Glen 0aks). 3 pm.

Wednasday, Ax130
Athens. Adams at facménglon, 3 o.m
F

ridsy, Wey 2
Tarmington at South Lyoa Irxvite, 1l a.m.

BASEBALL

EROM PAGE C1

Kiselis started and took the
loss, working into the fourth
inning. Mitchell pitched until
the sixth and Brown finished.

Canton had 10 hits,
Farmington nine. Phil Scott
wnas 3-for-5 and Brown 2-for-$.
Mitchell had three RBlona
two-run double and a bases-

londed walk.

‘The Faleons, who are 5-10
overall, lost a doubleheader
Wednesday at St. Clair Shores
Lakeview, 5-2 and 7-G.

In a tournament at Blissficld

April 19, Farmington had the

Icad in all three games and Jost

each one to Bay City Central,

Blissfield and Monroe.
“We had a lot of growing

palns,” Farmington coach Pete

Finn said. “We're just trying to
find the right comblnation of

guys in the right spats.
was buping we would focus
a little better ot the Blissfield
tournament. We had {lushes of
good play but nothing consis-
tent rght now, '
“We've had three extra-
inning games. 1 know we've
played enough; 1 just want to
make sure we're playing the
right way, We played better
(Friday).

nel | (734) 9532841

Hach Campar Recelves:
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Q On-lce training by Detroit Red Winge Assoclate Ccach Barry Bmith

Q AB8"x T photo of the campec in front of thele tavorite player's lockor
in the Detrolt Red Wings brand new, state-of-the-art locker room

© Gonlies wi recsive 8 day of training with Red Winge Gositending Coach Jim Hedard

CHRAUNCEY
anwurs

GAME 5. THIS WEDNESDRY.
VS. GCALANDC MAGIC
Plstons Playoffs MM&

Presunted By

Bt i

central Division champions
eoo3 eastern conference

Back to Back

Bust Racord

© Officiat Red Wings Youth Mnuc-np-!mw

| eooe & euD3
DEFENBIVE PLRVER
OF THE VERR,
& And much morel BEN WALLRCE

Limited Availability, Cati Now! | IURCES: o
(7o Register Call (313) 366-7575 ) ‘ '

' ' FARICICEN (Y
trkx{ng

© Cortifioats of participation sigried by Banry Smith
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